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 The scene described in today's Gospel, known as the Annunciation, has 
been the subject of hundreds of paintings. One of the most beautiful is the 
Annunciation of Cortona, Italy, painted by Fra Angelico in 1434.  The artist linked 
Mary and the angel together by writing the words of their conversation in the 
space between them in golden letters.  The angel's message is clear and in Latin.  
But Mary's response, also in Latin, is written upside down to anyone viewing the 
painting.  No one knows exactly why.  Some say that since Mary's words are 
meant for God, the artist painted them upside down so God could read them.  
That would make sense to the medieval mind.  Fra Angelico was not trying to 
paint an accurate historical moment.  He painted an accurate theological moment 
and did so beautifully. 
 St. Luke gives us very few details about the Annunciation.  So, artists have 
always used their imaginations to tell the story in a more satisfying way.  Many 
have chosen to show Mary sitting or kneeling in postures that suggest prayer and 
submission to God's will.  Her eyes are often closed or lowered in humility, her 
face calm and serene in acceptance.  A few artists have even portrayed Mary with 
a slight expression of anxiety or apprehension on her face.  After all, the angel 
does seem to have noticed it because he says: "Do not be afraid Mary, you have 
found favor with God." So, what could Mary have been afraid of? Her first fear 
may have been the fear of losing Joseph, the man who loved her, and the man 
she loved.  She might have feared being shunned by her family or that what she 
had experienced was a delusion.  But Mary's courageous response brushed aside 
any fears she had. "I am the handmaid of the Lord.  May it be done to me 
according to your word." Mary chose to be guided by her faith instead of her 
fears. 
 In the end, she didn't lose Joseph or her family.  It wasn't a delusion.  It was 
a revelation.  Mary shows us that while it is sometimes wise to be guided by our 
realistic fears in life, it is always wise to be guided by faith and trust in God's 
goodness.  Whenever we fear losing someone or something we love because we 
have made Christ a priority in our lives, Mary is our inspiration and example to 
follow.  We, too, are God's servants. May His will be done in us.   
 
Fr. Valentine 
Scripture Readings: https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122020.cfm 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122020.cfm

