
Christmas 2020 

The secretary of a busy parish church office had an interesting way of 
answering the phone during the month of December.  She would say: “St Mary’s 
Parish, Merry Christmas, Jesus loves you.  This is Eleanor; how may I help you?”  
People appreciated the friendly tone and enjoyed hearing her say: “Merry 
Christmas, Jesus loves you.  This is Eleanor; how may I help you?”  One day, 
overwhelmed with typing the parish bulletin and requests for baptismal certificates, 
appointments, and scheduling masses, she answered the phone and said: “St. 
Mary’s Parish, Merry Christmas, Eleanor loves you.  This is Jesus; how may I help 
you?”  There was a long pause, and finally, the caller said: “Hello? Somehow I 
thought your voice would be different.”  How many times have we expressed a 
similar thought about some part of our lives?  Somehow, I thought my job would 
be different.  Somehow, I thought that college would be different.  Somehow, I 
thought that retirement would be different.  Somehow, I thought that my life would 
be different.  Even in our faith journey, we may feel that God should be different.  
God should act more like what we read in the scriptures, more powerful, more 
direct, more God-like. 
 There is an Advent hymn called: “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus,” but 
while Israel did expect a savior, Jesus of Bethlehem was not exactly what they 
expected.  Jesus did not use military or political means to advance His teaching.  
He didn’t directly confront the Roman occupation, or it’s Emperor.  Instead, Jesus 
encountered and changed the individual human heart, one person at a time.  He 
challenged people to find common ground in their common humanity and their 
common suffering.  He taught that we are all God’s children and, therefore, 
brothers and sisters to each other. 
 The Gospel of the Nativity is the story of a birth that is unusual in many 
ways. However, it is still a story about how God chooses to work by bringing 
divine love, hope, and possibilities into the lives of ordinary people.  The message 
of Christmas, the message of Christ, tells us to expect the power of good to win 
over the power of evil.  Expect the power of love to win over the power of hate.  
Expect the power of light to win over the power of darkness.  The power of life to 
win over the power of death.  This can only happen if we are willing to be faithful 
to God and be patient with God’s ways.   
 As we celebrate His birth again this year, may Christ bless us with a 
renewed hope in both the expected and unexpected good that God can do for us 
and through us in Christ, His Son. 
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