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Jesus Christ is Risen. That is the message of the empty tomb. 
But a message sent is not always a message received or 
understood. In the case of the empty tomb, it takes time and 
experience and faith to get the message that Christ is Risen. 
In a poem called: "Evidence," Mary Oliver writes: "Keep 
some room in your heart for the unimaginable." That's is an 
excellent way to understand the meaning of the word "faith." 
And it's what Jesus did throughout his ministry. He opened 
up room in people's hearts for the unimaginable. Jesus 
taught Peter to keep room in his heart for the unimaginable. 
So, Peter ran to the tomb, he got the message, and he went 
home amazed, as he was described in the Gospel of St. Mark. 
For many of us, a world at peace, a world without violence, 
hunger, and prejudice, seems unimaginable. And for many of 
us, a day without loneliness, without physical or emotional 
pain, a day without the fear and anxiety caused by the 
coronavirus seems unimaginable.  
Many things do seem hopeless these days. The first obstacle to 
getting the message of the Gospel is always hopelessness. It is 
the primary obstacle to Risen Life, and we could say that it is 
the stone that needs to be rolled away from the entrance to any 
new life. As it was in the Gospel, removing this obstacle of 
hopelessness is something for God to do, not us. And God is 
doing it right now. We wouldn't be celebrating Easter today, 
even though separated, if Christ hadn't once again made room 
in our hearts for the unimaginable, room for new life and 
resurrection, both in this life and in eternity. 
All things are possible with God, Jesus said. So, with Easter 
Faith, let us keep room in our hearts for the Risen Christ and 
for all he wants to give us and for all he wants to do through 
us as we continue to ponder the message of the empty tomb. 
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