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Homily for the Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

In today’s Gospel we meet three more people who 
are meant to help us celebrate Easter with minds and 
hearts renewed.  Three weeks ago, in the Gospel, we 
met the Samaritan woman at the well who went from 
physical thirst to spiritual refreshment and the hope 
of a new life given to her by Christ.  In last week’s 
Gospel a blind man received physical sight from 
Christ along with the additional gifts of faith and the 
ability to see as God sees.  Today we meet Martha 
and Mary who are grieving the death of their brother 
Lazarus.  We know how they felt.  Like them, most 
of us have stood in a cemetery weeping for a loved 
one who died, still hoping in Jesus.  Death will never 
be easy to accept or understand.  No amount of 
speculation ever seems to take away the pain of loss.  
So, what are we to do?  Honestly, there’s not much 
we can do but that’s because we don’t have to.  God 
has already done what needed to be done by the 
Resurrection of Jesus His son. 
 



Jesus tells Martha: “I am the resurrection and the 
life… whoever lives and believes in me will never 
die.”  Then he asks her…. “Do you believe this?”  
Jesus asked for her faith and trust before he 
performed the miracle.  We know how the story was 
going to end. We know that Lazarus was going to be 
called out of death by Christ to live again.  But 
Martha did not know how the story would end yet 
she still gave her faith and trust to Christ.  “Yes, 
Lord.”  She said to Him, “I have come to believe 
that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who 
is coming into the world.” 
 
Right now, because of the Covid19 pandemic we are 
in a position similar to Martha and Mary.  Like 
them, we do not know what the immediate future 
holds and Christ is asking for our faith and trust.  
We don’t know what lies ahead for our economy, 
our schools, or our medical care system.  This lack 
of control is shaking our confidence and spiking our 
anxiety.  Wisely doing all that science and medicine 
require of us, shouldn’t we also wisely do what 
Christ asks of us in times like this?  As He once 
said: “Fear is useless, what’s needed is trust.”  We 
need to trust our best instincts for community and 



support for the weak, the lonely, the frightened and 
all who are suffering in mind, body or spirit.  
Whatever lies ahead I believe that new life, risen life 
awaits those who put their trust in Christ.  So, in our 
prayer for each other today, let us again use the 
words of Psalm 33, “Let your mercy be on us O 
Lord, as we place our trust in you.”  
 
Fr. Valentine 
 
 
Mass Readings:  
1st Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Responsorial Psalm: PS 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8. 
2nd Reading: Romans 8:8-11 
Gospel: Jn 11:1-45 


