
Good Friday Homily 

When the Lord Jesus told Pontius Pilate that He had come to testify 
to the truth, it prompted Pilate to ask, "What is the truth?" Pilate 
sounds like the world-weary man that he was, a military governor in a 
remote corner of the Roman Empire. He knew that the truth in Rome 
didn't ring so true in the provinces. The truth for Jews often ran 
contrary to a Roman mind and vice versa. Now, an accused man 
stood before him with yet another version of the truth. Pilate probably 
felt that he had heard enough versions of the truth to last a lifetime. 

Our experience these days may be similar to that of Pilate. Every day 
we are exposed to many different versions of reality all claiming to be 
the truth; the truth about morality, about politics, even about God, 
Jesus, religion and the church. 
Most recently, every day we hear different versions of the truth about 
our battle against the COVID-l9 pandemic. So, as it was for Pontius 
Pilate, it may be hard for us to see the truth even when it's standing 
right in front of us. 

On this Good Friday the truth stands before us again in the person of 
the crucified Christ, who testifies to the truth that God still loves and 
saves His people and still blesses the whole of creation. Christ stands 
before us in John's Gospel battered by betrayal, jealousy and evil. He 
stands before us bloodied for preaching forgiveness, mercy and love 
in a world that still prefers violence and revenge. Remarkably, Jesus 
didn't retaliate. Instead He absorbed the abuse and the sins of the 
world in order to transform them through divine mercy. This is what 
he asks us to do as well. So, with eyes already seeing the light of 
Easter we pray: "We adore you O Christ and we praise You, because 
by Your Holy Cross You have redeemed the world." 
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