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One day at the end of a visit to a homebound parishioner, I asked if she would 

say a small prayer for me sometime. She said, "Father, I pray for you every day. I 
say a rosary for you and one for the Pope." It's humbling, and it gives us confidence 
and strength to know that someone is praying for us. It also sheds light on the real 
source of much of the goodness and blessings that come into our lives. Most often, 
we think our blessings are simply good luck when they could well be the result of 
someone's prayer for us.  

In today's first reading, the apostles, some women, and Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, are described as being "devoted with one accord to prayer." In today's Gospel, 
Jesus Himself prays for His apostles. His prayer was focused on the success of their 
mission, which was to make God's goodness present and real to people. That same 
mission has been handed on to us. As Christ's present-day disciples, we are to make 
God's goodness and mercy present and real to people by our words and actions. It 
gives us the confidence to know that Christ is praying for our success in that mission.  

The risen and ascended Christ urges us to realize that God can only become 
real to people if they can see His love and mercy reflected in us. Today, the 
challenges of the coronavirus continue to be a heavy burden for all of us. Personal 
prayer is more important than ever. Whatever form it takes, prayer strengthens our 
relationship with God, who gives us the courage we need to face the present troubles 
calmly. Time spent in prayer can relieve our anxiety and ease our anger, which we 
may be misdirecting at people, health protocols, and recovery timetables when the 
real enemy and problem is still the virus. Fr. Desmond Knowles writing about 
prayer, says, "Remember we can pray anywhere, the time and place is not important. 
If Christ needed prayer to carry out his mission, how can we continue His work 
without being people of prayer?" Well, it seems the answer is obvious, we can't.  
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