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 The Feast of Pentecost ends the fifty days of the Easter season.  Pentecost 

recalls what the Lord's disciples and Mary, His mother, experienced as they 

celebrated the Jewish Feast of Pentecost, fifty days after Passover. Today's first 

reading describes the remarkable infusion of the Holy Spirit, which empowered the 

disciples to live their faith and mission boldly and with enthusiasm.  In today's 

second reading, St. Paul says that the Holy Spirit takes many different forms of 

expression in the lives of people, but always for the common good of the 

community.  And in today's Gospel, the Holy Spirit is given in a simple breath 

exhaled by Jesus upon the disciples on the first Easter Sunday evening.  It is a life-

giving breath of forgiveness and divine mercy.   

 Pentecost is sometimes called the birthday of the church.  It is the beginning 

of the church's mission and purpose, which is to proclaim the Risen Christ.  That 

mission is always the same, although the style and structure of the church may 

change, to better serve the needs of a particular time or place.  The adjustments 

which have been made to our church's worship and ministry during the covid19 

pandemic are a good example of that principle.  The present changes and 

restrictions are meant to keep us safe from this virus.  And that makes sense until a 

vaccine is developed.  So, patience is the virtue we need right now.  Today's public 

health challenge and its effect on everything from our shopping to our worship 

have probably become another thing to make some of us long for the so-called 

"good old' days." But nostalgia for what used to be in our country or our church is 

often an idealized version, which is usually not accurate.  So, we should remember 

that the people at the first Christian Pentecost weren't trying to get back to 

anything. They were trying to get on with something, and the only direction to face 

was forward, living the life of the Risen Christ.  We should respect and appreciate 

our past, but our hope will always be in the present moment and the future as we, 

too, are led by the Holy Spirit.   

 So, how can we tell if the Holy Spirit is active in us and in today's world?  

Once, a little girl went to visit her grandmother in one of our southern states.  The 

grandmother took her to a church service where the people raised their hands to 

pray; they clapped, rocked back and forth, and jumped up and down.  The little girl 

asked her grandmother if all the moving and jumping meant that the Holy Spirit 

was there.  Her grandmother said, "it doesn't matter how high they jump, it's what 



they do when they come down that'll tell you if it's the real thing." Well, the 

disciples eventually came down from their dramatic Pentecost experience. When 

they did, they went to work to bring Christ's mercy, healing, and forgiveness to a 

needy world.  It was the real thing, and it was by their Christ-like work that we 

knew the Holy Spirit was with them. That's how it is for us too. We know the Spirit 

is with us if we are doing God's work. So, whenever we share what we have with 

the less fortunate among us, the Holy Spirit is at work in us.  When we support the 

weak, the sick, the unborn child, and when we stand against violence, injustice, or 

bigotry, the Holy Spirit is changing the world through us.  And yes, the most 

effective way to improve the world, and the way God seems to prefer to work these 

days, is by the Holy Spirit turning human hearts to Himself and to what is right and 

good, one by one, and not by a massive or irrefutable show of divine power or 

might. 

 So, in the words of a beautiful old prayer, we pray: "Come Holy Spirit, fill 

the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love.  Send forth your 

Spirit, and they shall be created, and you shall renew the face of the earth."  
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