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 Today's first scripture reading sounds like the story of Aladdin and his magic 

lamp.  God told Solomon to ask for anything he wanted, and it would be granted.  

Some people probably still think that Solomon blew the chance of a lifetime when 

he asked for wisdom instead of asking for money, permanent health, or influence 

over other people.  But Solomon did choose well because wisdom serves us well. 

 Wisdom is not the same as information or intelligence.  A smart or 

informed person is not necessarily wise.  Wisdom is knowing how to live an 

effective life, how to distinguish right from wrong, the truth from a lie, reality 

from fantasy.  Wisdom is experience sifted through time, faith, and prayer.   

 Disciples of Jesus are urged to value wisdom. His parables tell us to be wise 

enough to make God a priority in our lives.  Be wise enough to invest deeply in 

the things that matter to God, as Jesus taught us.  Things like compassion, justice, 

humility, and forgiveness, matter to God, and should matter to us.  These virtues 

are like finding a buried treasure, which becomes a resource that helps us to be of 

service to other people. 

 Fr. Anthony de Mello told the story of a man who wanted to be of service. 

A man like most of us, who stumbled onto the wisdom of God's kingdom.  

Speaking about himself, the man said, "I was a revolutionary when I was young, 

and my prayer to God was: 'Lord give me the energy to change the world.' As I 

approached middle age and realized that half my life was gone without my 

changing a single soul, I changed my prayer to: 'Lord, give me the grace to change 

all those who come in contact with me.  Just my family and friends and I will be 

satisfied.  Now that I am an old man and my days are numbered, my prayer is: 

'Lord give me the grace to change myself.' If I had prayed this prayer right from 

the beginning, I would not have wasted my time." 

 The story is a good description of the process of attaining wisdom. And it 

sheds light on an observation made by Theodore Leavitt of the Harvard Business 

School who once said: "We gain experience from what we do.  We gain wisdom 

from what we do badly." 
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