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  The American poet Robert Frost wrote a poem about the stone walls 
that crisscross our New England landscape.  The poem is titled “Mending Wall,” 
and it begins with the line, “something there is that doesn’t love a wall.”  Frost 
writes about how hunters knock down stone walls looking for rabbits.  Even nature 
itself seems to tear down a wall by swelling the ground with winter frost heaves, 
which move the stones around.  One man in the poem, quoting an old proverb, 
says, “Good fences make good neighbors.”  Of course, that’s often true.  
Boundaries, walls, fences, and rules help to set limits on rights and responsibilities, 
and they give us a needed sense of identity and belonging.   
 A thought-provoking line in the poem says, “before I built a wall I’d ask to 
know what I was walling in or walling out.”  That’s an important question to ask 
since there are times when boundaries can be ignored for a higher purpose.  
There’s a humanitarian organization called Doctors Without Borders; the name 
says it all. Created in 1971 in Paris, doctors bring aid to victims of war, epidemics, 
and natural and human-made disasters to needy people around the world. 
 God drew a boundary around ancient Israel, marking them as His chosen 
people.  By their obedience to God and their fidelity to the covenant He made with 
them, Israel was to be an example for all people to follow, even hostile people like 
the Canaanites.  But the boundary between the chosen people and the rest of the 
world was not to be an impenetrable wall.  Isaiah’s prophecy in our first scripture 
today tells us that important part of the story of salvation.  “Thus, says the Lord… 
the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord becoming His servants, who keep 
the sabbath and hold to my covenant, I will bring to my holy mountain, for my 
house shall be called a house of prayer for all people.” 
 Jesus said that he was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  Yet 
He eventually recognized the Canaanite woman as one of the foreigners that Isaiah 
had spoken about.  So, Jesus granted her request to help her daughter because 
although the woman was a foreigner, she had great faith, and that’s what really 
mattered to Jesus. 
 The woman didn’t demand, she pleaded.  She didn’t act entitled; she was 
humble.  When put off by the disciples and even by Jesus himself, she didn’t get 
angry, and she kept a sense of humor.  She took a leap of faith and would have 
settled for a scrap of divine mercy out of love for her daughter.  We would do well 
to follow her example when we approach Christ in prayer, and we would do well 
to follow the example of Christ, who encouraged faith while He relieved suffering. 
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