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  The opinions about the identity of Jesus given in today's Gospel were all 

wrong.  But in a sense, they were headed in the right direction.  John the Baptist, 

Elijah, and Jeremiah were all dead, and except for John, the prophets had been dead 

for centuries.  So, how could Jesus be one of them?  I think their response shows that 

people knew that Jesus was just not your average person.  They could only conclude 

that a great holy man from their religious tradition had come back from the dead in 

Jesus.  It was a kind of blending of the ideas of reincarnation and resurrection.  Clever 

as it sounds; still, it was the wrong answer.  Peter was the one who got it right, and 

Jesus said that was because God had revealed it to him.   

 We hear a lot about Peter in the Sunday Gospel readings at this time of the 

year.  Three weeks ago, we heard how Jesus had invited Peter to come to Him by 

walking on the troubled waters of a storm at sea.  In that passage, you remember that 

Peter got his feet wet as a disciple in more ways than one.  He was seeing more and 

more clearly exactly who Jesus was.  And by that same process, he also saw more 

clearly and painfully who he himself was, as he experienced the tension between faith 

and fear. 

 That tension was especially clear on the day that Jesus was on trial.  Peter, 

fearing for his own life, lied three times and denied that he knew Jesus.  Then 

scripture says that Peter went out and wept bitterly.  His tears expressed a moment of 

deep sadness, repentance, and spiritual growth.  After His resurrection, Jesus still had 

not given up on Peter.  Jesus forgave Peter's three denials with three chances for Him 

to affirm his love for Jesus; then, He gave Peter a commission to care for His sheep, 

His church.  Peter did take care of Christ's church until he was finally martyred for 

his faith. 

 Peter probably carried the tension between faith and fear for a long time.  

Slowly it transformed him, and he became a true disciple and a saint.  His 

transformation began with his answer to the Lord's question, "Who do you say that I 

am?" In spite of Peter's weakness and fear, Jesus gave him an ironic nickname, and it 

stuck. I've always imagined Jesus with a smile on his face saying: "You're the rock 

that I'll build on." Peter the rock, the man who sank like a stone trying to walk on 

water to Christ.   

 The fact that 2,000 years later we are celebrating the Eucharist, believing in the 

resurrection and trying to live the values and teachings of the Gospel, tells us that 

Christ chose the right man for his mission.  Peter's great gift to us is that he was a 

man who knew he needed to be saved and a man who believed that Jesus was the one 

sent by God to save him.  If we can come to these same two conclusions for our own 

lives, maybe Christ can continue to build His church on us as with Peter, we say to 

Him: "You are the Christ, the son of the living God." 
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