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 “You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.” Mt. 16 
 
 There are many ways to describe what it means to be a follower of Jesus 
Christ.  At the center of the Christian life is the desire to see things the way God sees 
them and judging life by God’s standards, not just human ones.  To know God’s 
viewpoint, we look to Christ because he embodied God’s perspective and expressed 
it in His teaching recorded in the Gospel. 
 In this, the third conversation between Jesus and Peter that we’ve heard in 
Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus gives us a glimpse of God’s view of human suffering.  It 
didn’t make sense to Peter that God’s chosen one, Christ, would have to suffer and 
even die to accomplish His mission. “God forbid Lord, no such thing shall ever 
happen to you,” he said.  “God forbid” is probably still the first response we have at 
the thought that we or anyone we care about should ever experience suffering or 
pain.  But suffering is part of everyone’s life.  Even Christ’s life was not spared pain 
and sorrow, and that’s the point. 
 Christ and His cross are inseparable.  His cross and His resurrection are also 
inseparable.  In both, He shows us a way to see as God sees.  Just as Christ’s 
suffering and cross led to new life, so too can the suffering we endure and the 
crosses we bear bring new life to us and to those we love.  But a balance must be 
kept.  It’s traditional wisdom that says you can’t have Easter without Good Friday, 
but Good Friday without Easter is meaningless.  Suffering does not automatically 
lead to blessing and new life.  That’s a choice that we make to carry our crosses in 
the spirit of Christ, who took up His cross with trust in God and love for us. 
 Every day countless women and men make that choice and carry the crosses 
involved in raising a family and being faithful to a spouse and children. Every day 
people choose to carry the crosses that come from being honest and fair in business, 
at work, or in school.  Every day people carry the crosses that come from trying to 
help us get safely through another day of the covid pandemic.  In doing so, they are 
being transformed and blest by the mystery and the power of the cross of Christ.  
They are seeing things as God does. 
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