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 If we took the principles used by the landowner in today's Gospel and used 

them in a college or university, it would make some students happy.  It would also 

bring some serious unintended results. Let's say that they awarded a diploma from 

a medical school to a student who only attended the last semester of a six-year 

program.  Is that the doctor you want prescribing medication for your child?  Or, 

measuring out anesthesia for your surgery or actually doing your surgery? 

Probably not.  So, the first thing to realize about this teaching of Jesus is that it is a 

parable.  A parable is defined as a story that uses well-known images and life 

situations like hiring and paying people to teach a surprising lesson about God and 

how God works.  This parable is not giving us advice about how to run a business.  

And it's not likely to ever be the basis of a course at Bryant University.  But, if it 

were, a good title would be "How to create anger in the workplace and go bankrupt 

at the same time." What this parable does teach us is that God rewards any spiritual 

work we do whenever we do it.  We benefit from any spiritual work we do, it 

blesses us, and we become a better person.   

 It's natural to think that those who do more, believe, and pray more, and 

have done so for longer than others should get more from God.  The parable 

offends our sense of what's fair.  So, why are the workers all put on the same basis?  

Because the parable is about God's generosity and not about our achievement and 

work.  There are other places in scripture and parables that do highlight our work 

and achievement, but this is not one of them.  This one is about how God works. 

 Throughout our lives, God, through Jesus, calls us to put our faith to work.  

We may hear that call at the celebration of a Baptism, First Communion, 

Confirmation, or a marriage ceremony.  We may hear it in the celebration of a 

mass or the quiet reading of scripture or the rosary at home.  God calls us to 

deepen our souls and our faith in Him through the pain of illness or the death of a 

loved one.  Even in this pandemic, God calls us to do the right things for the safety 

of our own families, and the poor, the needy, and those suffering from depression 

and anxiety.  Whatever we do to express our faith and love for God and our sisters 

and brothers, God will bless us. 

 While some begin their walk with the Lord early and consistently throughout 

life, others may do so only in mid-life or even old age.  But Christ assures us that 

whenever we reach for His saving hand, that hand will be stretched out to us with 

patient love and with great joy. 
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