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 The story of the two sons is easy to relate to, and the point is so clear that 

even the chief priests and elders answer the Lord’s question correctly.  If we told 

the story in more modern terms, it could be about any parent today, asking two 

children to take out the trash, clean their room, mow the lawn, or feed the dog.  It 

wouldn’t change the point of the story.  Saying the right thing matters but doing 

the right thing matters even more.  The wisdom is that actions speak louder than 

words.   

 Jesus directed this story at some religious leaders who knew the scriptures 

and kept the religious laws.  Yet their behavior towards the poor and the spiritually 

weak left much to be desired.  The same could be said about any of us.  That’s not 

to say that the gap between belief and behavior is always willful.  St. Paul 

described the tension between belief and behavior when he spoke about himself, 

“Why do I not do the good that I want, but instead the evil that I do not want?” 

(Rom. 7:19) The traditional answer, of course, is original sin and human nature, 

which need the redemption of Christ. 

 Jesus asked, “Which son did the will of the Father?” In the many layers of 

meaning that the scriptures often have, His question reminds us that He Himself is 

the good son who does the will of the Father. “Thy will be done.”  That is what He 

prayed.  That is what He lived.  That is what He taught when He said, “It is not 

those who say ‘Lord, Lord,’ who will enter the Kingdom of God, but those who do 

the will of the Father.” 

 So, what is the will of the Father for us?  Over our lifetime, God’s will is 

that we be saved and live in peace in heaven.  On a day to day basis, the will of 

God for us is more complicated to see.  It takes time, prayer, and patience to find 

God’s will for our life’s work and our daily decisions.  And trying to know and 

accept God’s will can be very difficult.  Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane 

showed us just how difficult it can be.  So, it’s good to use the guidance of 

teachings like the Ten Commandments and the Beatitudes of Christ.  But in its 

simplicity, the prophet Micah’s words can help guide us to God’s will in any 

situation.  He said, “You have been told, O mortal, what is good, and what the 

Lord requires of you: Only to do justice, and to love goodness, and to walk humbly 

with your God.”(Mic. 6:8) 
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