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 The scriptures for today’s liturgy focus on repentance.  Repentance is a 
willingness to rearrange our lives to create an atmosphere where faith can grow.  
Sometimes that means a dramatic turning away from moral wrongdoing.  
Sometimes it’s the daily turning away from our preoccupation with things that are 
not worth the time and energy we give them.  However, it is expressed 
repentance is a life-long process.  
 We may think that moments of insight and personal clarity only come when 
we are deep in prayer or in church.  Of course, that can happen, but today's 
Gospel reminds us that Christ can also clarify our direction and purpose in life at 
school or at home.  The fishing business had probably numbed the souls of Simon, 
Andrew, James, and John long before they met Jesus.  Maybe the boredom of 
long days at sea had even become a kind of contemplative prayer opening their 
minds and hearts to God without them even realizing it.   
 As faith develops, we realize that Christ uses times of boredom and 
dissatisfaction to enter our lives with an offer for new life.  Repentance may be 
the easy part.  It’s harder to believe in the Gospel, the Good News, when we’ve 
become addicted to the bad news in life.  What Jesus offered the fisherman was a 
chance to experience the kingdom of God in mercy, forgiveness, compassion, and 
community.  They experienced all of this when they responded to the first part of 
His invitation, “Come follow me.” Spending time with Jesus, in His presence and 
thru his personality, their souls were enlivened and expanded.  The second part of 
the invitation was to change their focus.  If they put people at the center of their 
lives, instead of fish, they would know the joy and satisfaction of bringing God’s 
love to those who were lost and forgotten, suffering and hopeless.  This is what 
they did, and they became saints.   
 Repentance is more than saying more prayers and feeling sorry about our 
past.  It is nothing less than complete liberating and empowering acceptance of 
the good news that God loves us and saves us in Christ. 
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