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 The feast of the Baptism of the Lord recalls that Jesus voluntarily stepped 
into the waters of repentance in the Jordan River.  But the question is, why?  John 
was calling people to repent, but why did Jesus, God’s sinless son, submit Himself 
to this ritual?  Baptism is about several things, but today we see it only as a 
cleansing of sin, but it is also about joining the community of believers and about 
the mission and the way of life that comes with that membership.  So, for Jesus, 
His baptism was another act of solidarity with us and the whole human race that 
He came to save.  It wasn’t about His need for repentance; it was about ours.  By 
letting John baptize Him, Jesus showed us the meaning of “Emmanuel.”  This is 
the God who is willing to stand with us even when we have sinned and when we 
are in serious need of a fresh start.   
 The Lord’s baptism makes us think of our own experiences of baptism.  For 
me, two people come to mind.  The first is a woman I met years ago.  She was 93 
years old and unable to go to church.  She enjoyed reading the parish bulletins 
that she received in the mail each week. She was especially taken with the little 
announcement of the infants in our parish that were baptized each month.  She 
said it was a hopeful sign.  She was interested in their names and their families.  
One day when I visited her, she said, “I pray for the newly baptized babies and 
their parents every month.  And every day in my prayers, I thank my parents for 
having me baptized.  I don’t know what I would do at this point in my life without 
my faith in the Lord.” 
 The second person that comes to mind is a man I met during a baptism 
preparation meeting.  I always asked parents why they wanted to have their child 
baptized.  They would say it washes away original sin, or it is the first sacrament, 
or that it’s how their child joins the church community.  One day a young father 
said, “I want to have my son baptized because I want him to go to heaven.” 
 The seeds of heaven are planted in our souls on earth.  Baptism and the life 
it develops in us helps us to go about doing good in this world as Acts described 
Jesus doing.  Today is a good day to say “thank you” in prayer to our parents for 
the gift of baptism.  It’s also a day to ask ourselves if we are living a life that will 
lead us to heaven. 
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