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 It’s likely that the story of Abraham about to sacrifice his son Isaac on the 
command of God was heard differently by ancient people than by us today.  This 
is because we have benefited from centuries of faith development through what 
we call salvation history, which was unavailable to the people who first heard the 
story.  God chose to reveal Himself to Abraham and made an agreement, a 
covenant, with him.  Abraham and his descendants were God’s chosen people 
who would create a great nation if they would remain faithful to God and the 
covenant.   
 Abraham was chosen to be the father of many people biologically and 
spiritually.  This was the man who was chosen to proclaim that there was only one 
true God in a time and place where people worshiped many gods and goddesses.  
God had a lot riding on His choice of Abraham.  But did this older man have the 
discipline, the obedience, and the faith needed for his role in God’s plan?  
Abraham was tested many times.  Even in the most difficult test, Abraham proved 
his willingness to trust in God.  Today Abraham is known as the father of 
monotheism, the belief in one God.  He is revered by Jews, Christians, and 
Muslims for his example of faith. 
 It’s easy to see how Isaac, the beloved son, trudging up Mt. Moriah with 
firewood on his back, to be sacrificed, parallels Jesus the beloved son, climbing 
Mt. Calvary with the wood of the cross on His back.  It may be less obvious, but 
still important to see that Jesus also parallels Abraham and is essentially the man 
of faith, trust, and obedience to God.  I imagine that for both Abraham and Jesus, 
faith and obedience were anchored in experience and much time spent in deep 
prayer.  This is what Jesus offered Peter, James, and John on the mountain of His 
transfiguration.  This experience was necessary if they were to pass through the 
dark days ahead, which Jesus had already predicted.  Peter captures the 
importance of the experience by saying: “Rabbi, it is good that we are here.”  Lent 
invites us to find moments of prayer and God’s presence where we can come to 
the same conclusion.  Remembering that time on the mountain, no doubt got the 
disciples through many dark times.  They had seen Christ’s light.  This is what 
Christ wants to do for you and me this Lent.  
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