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 The people who listened to Jesus speak in the synagogue at Capernaum 
were astonished by His teaching.  Amazed though they were, St. Mark did not 
record what Jesus actually said to them.  What Mark did record was the people's 
reaction to how he spoke.  Whatever the content of His teaching was, what 
impressed the people was that He spoke with authority and not like the scribes.  A 
scribe in the ancient world was an important person, especially before the 
printing press was invented by Guttenberg in 1440. Scribes were educated people 
who made handwritten letters, business transactions, and legal documents in a 
time when few people could read or write.  In first-century Israel, some Jewish 
scribes had the sacred responsibility of copying the texts of scripture.  They were 
trained in religious wisdom and commentaries on the sacred texts.  It was 
common for scribes to teach religion.  Scribes always quoted the sacred text.  The 
text was their authority.  Jesus was His own authority.   
 The people in the synagogue knew that Jesus was different and that He 
knew what He was talking about.  Later in his gospel, St. Mark would explain what 
the people couldn't quite understand.  At the transfiguration of Jesus, God said: 
"This is my beloved son with whom I am well pleased. Listen to Him." (Mk 9:7) His 
authority came from His unique relationship to God the Father.  Jesus fulfilled the 
prophecy of Moses in today's first reading. God would send another person like 
Moses to speak to the people.  St. Mark is telling us that Jesus is that person. 
 While the people hadn't figured out the Lord's identity yet, the evil spirit in 
the possessed man had.  The evil spirit says plain enough: "I know who you are, 
the holy one of God!" Casting out this evil spirit is the first act of Christs' public 
ministry in St. Marks's gospel.  Christ speaks the word of God with authority, and 
then He enacts the power of God to remove evil from the world and to heal 
people.  In this brief description of one day in the life of Christ, St. Mark shows the 
Lord bringing the Kingdom of God to people.  Christ has power and authority over 
evil and disease.  This is the good news of the Gospel of Christ.   
 Christ challenges us to help remove evil from our world. It's a difficult 
challenge.  Even with the best of intentions, the challenge has all too often led to 
witch hunts and persecutions.  The first place to remove evil is from our own 
hearts so that we don't actually become evil while thinking that we are doing 
good. 
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