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 The Book of Leviticus is a book of rules which guided ancient Israel in every 
aspect of life.  It was primarily concerned with helping people to be holy as God is 
holy. (Lev. 20:26) There were things that made people clean (holy) and things that 
made people unclean (unholy).  Leprosy and other skin diseases made people 
unclean.  The long, detailed process for dealing with leprosy was well-intentioned 
and probably had some level of success over the years.  Still, the last sentence in 
today’s first reading strikes a lonesome chord.  Speaking about a sick person, it 
says: “He shall dwell apart, making his abode outside the camp.”  The person 
suffering from leprosy had the additional pain of being isolated from the 
community in general and the religious community as well. 
 Of course, the reading from Leviticus is meant to stand in contrast to St. 
Mark’s gospel reading.  There, the sick man approached Jesus with faith and was 
healed immediately.  The man said: “You can make me clean.”  It means you can 
make me whole; you can make me holy, you can restore me to the community.  
The healing is a sign that Jesus was bringing the kingdom of God to people in a 
new way.  Frankly, it was a way that most people were not ready for.  So, Jesus 
tells the man to still follow the rules of the Book of Leviticus by showing himself to 
the priest to confirm the cure and then make an offering as prescribed by Moses. 
 With our heightened sense of evangelization, it seems odd that Jesus 
sternly told the cured man not to tell anyone about what had happened.  This is 
known as the Messianic Secret in Mark’s gospel.  It means that while Jesus did 
want disciples, He knew it would take time for His followers to accept His full 
message and mission, which would include suffering, death, and resurrection.  
Jesus was willing to wait. 
 Jesus shows us the God who is not afraid to embrace people who are sick 
physically or spiritually.  The God who wants to bring back people who have been 
pushed to the edges of society or the church.  The God who values the 
importance of the human community.  The God who wants to heal and forgive His 
people.  As we celebrate this revelation of God in Christ, today’s liturgy asks us to 
consider a question: Is this the God you and I represent by our words and actions?  
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