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 What’s your opinion of the world?  Are you mostly amazed by the goodness 
of people, the beauty of nature, the blessings of technology? Or are you mostly 
upset by the imperfection of people, the pollution of the environment, the curse 
of technology?  Is the world a terrible place?  Is it a hopeless place?  Is it a ruined 
place?  It’s good to check our view of the world from time to time to see if it 
reflects God’s view.  In today’s Gospel, Jesus gave Nicodemus the critical piece of 
information of God’s view of the world.  Just as our view reveals something about 
our inner life, God’s view of the world is a revelation of God’s nature.  Honestly, 
it’s unbelievably good news. In spite of the darkness, we sometimes bring upon 
life, Jesus said that God loved the world and sent His Son so that everyone who 
believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal life.  God did not send His 
son to condemn the world but that the world might be saved through Him. 
 Jesus was willing to talk to Nicodemus at night.  It’s an important detail that 
assures us that Jesus will always welcome us when we are in dark times.  Jesus 
will help us find hope by giving us God’s perspective.  To find God’s perspective, 
Jesus said we have to gain a little spiritual altitude.  He said: “Amen I say to you no 
one can see the Kingdom of God without being born from above…of water and 
the spirit.”  This obvious reference to our baptism encourages us to keep Christ 
lifted up by both the cross and the resurrection as the center of our prayer and 
worship.  Only Christ can help us to see as God sees.  Only Christ can give us the 
clarity of God’s vision, which brings light to the dark times of life. 
 Being saved is a gift of God.  St. Paul put it this way: “…by grace you have 
been saved…this is not from you…it is the gift of God…so no one may boast.”  
God’s goodwill, God’s generous patience, and God’s grace are all totally amazing.  
So how do we respond to such a gift?  First by having faith that God really loves 
the world and that each of us is part of what God loves about the world.  And 
then by bringing more loving-kindness and less condemnation to this world, 
which God loves.  
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