
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 Word of God Sunday 
 
Today's Gospel passage describes a kind of inauguration or official beginning to 
the public ministry of Jesus. He had been away from His hometown of Nazareth 
for a while and now has returned. Some people remembered Him as a little boy. 
Some people knew Mary and Joseph. But Jesus was not an ordinary hometown 
boy, grown up and coming back home to Nazareth. His reputation had probably 
already gone ahead of Him because He had been speaking in synagogues and other 
venues in the area for a while. Some people had probably heard about what we 
heard as last week's Gospel passage: that Jesus had performed a miracle at a 
wedding feast in the town of Cana. So, Jesus was becoming a known public figure. 
Like all public figures, He did evoke a response from the people who heard Him 
speak. 
 
Interestingly, St. Lukes slips in a very important piece of information for us about 
Jesus. Luke says that Jesus went into the synagogue on the Sabbath Day according 
to His custom. "The Sabbath was important to Him, and so was the synagogue; it 
was a Holy place to pray and to honor God and be formed in faith, especially 
through the Holy Scriptures. This was the hometown synagogue, or Church, where 
He had sat as a boy. Keeping a custom of showing courtesy to a visiting Rabbi, 
Jesus is handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He read a famous passage that was 
basically a foretelling of the coming of the Messiah. The people waited to hear His 
commentary or homily on the passage. Luke says the people looked at Him intently 
(eager attention.)  Jesus says in effect: "I am the fulfillment of the prophecy." 
 
We believe that what Jesus said is true. He is the Son of God. God's Spirit is upon 
Him. He brings us the Good News of salvation and forgiveness of sin. He frees us 
from whatever prisons of the mind, heart, or soul entrap us. In next week's Gospel, 
however, we will hear that the response from some people in the synagogue that 
day was to run Jesus out of the town. 
 
This Gospel and today's first reading about Ezra reading the scriptures to God's 
people are reminders of the importance of God's Holy Word in personal life and in 
the public worship of the Church. One of the great gifts and true blessings of the 
Liturgical reforms of the Second Vatican Council is the three-year cycle of 
Scripture readings from all four Gospels, the New Testament writings of the early 
Church and the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) at most every Mass; it's 
important to renew our appreciation and fidelity to Gods Holy Word. 
 



It's a challenge to find the three scripture readings for Sunday Mass helpful to our 
spiritual development and daily living without doing a little homework. I know 
homework is not what we think of as "good news," but I have two suggestions to 
improve our experience of God's Word at Sunday Mass.  
The first, which could be a new year's resolution, is to read the Sunday Scriptures 
during the week before the Sunday they'll be proclaimed in Church. The upcoming 
readings with the chapters and verses are printed in the bulletin and on the parish 
website, but I prefer to find them printed and organized in a book or missal of 
some kind. It will improve your experience of the Liturgy of the Word and Mass 
significantly.  
Second, Fr. John Kiley, a retired priest of our diocese, has a good article in this 
week's RI CATHOLIC paper; it appears under his weekly column called "Quiet 
Corner," which he ends by writing; "Certainly, Jesus Christ is sacramentally 
present in the Eucharist, the heart of the Catholic worship. But Jesus Christ is also 
prayerfully present thru the proclamation of His Scriptural Word found in the 
bible. Word and Sacrament are the heart and soul of Catholic worship."  
 
 
 
~Fr. Valentine 
January 23, 2022 
 
 
 
Scripture Readings: 
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/012322.cfm 
 
 
Other Resources: 
https://wau.org/ 
https://watch.formed.org/formed-daily-reflections 
https://giveusthisday.org/ 
https://bible.usccb.org/ 
https://us.magnificat.net/ 
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