Nov. 29, 2015

Welcome to Sts. Martha,

Mary & Lazarus, Friends of Jesus
Catholic Church

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston

Pastor: Rev. Msgr. Chester L. Borski, S.T.L.

Senior Priest: Rev. Nick Pasadilla

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Richard McNeillie

Deacons: Mr. Jon Barfield, Mr. Tony Cardella, Mr. Ed

Kleinguetl, Mr. Bob MacFarlane, Mr. Al O’Brien,
Mr. Guy T. Puglia, Mr. John Schuster, and
Mr. Alfredo Soto

Baptized into Christ Jesus, we worship as one and reach eut to all.

Parish Office hours:
9:00 Am - 4:00 PM™
Monday-Friday

Liturgy & Sacraments
Weekend Masses
First Saturday (Pro-Life Mass): .....

......................................... 8:30 Am
Saturday Vigil: .................. 5:30 Pm
Sunday: ........ 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 Am
En Espaiol .........ccccceuunenen. 1:00 Pm
Life Teen:.....cccccceveveeennnennns 5:30 Pm

Nursery at 9:00, 171:00 &
7:00 Spanish Mass

Weekday Masses

Monday: ......ccccceuveennennnnnn. 8:30 Am
Tuesday: .......... 8:30 AM & 7:00 Pm
Wednesday: ... 8:30 AM & 10:00 Am
Thursday: ........ 6:30 AM & 8:30 AMm
Friday: ....ccooevnvieneennnennnnen. 8:30 Am
Sacrament of Penance
Tuesday:

Church 6:30-7:00 Pm

Saturday:

Church 10:30-11:45 Am
Church 4:30-5:20 pm

Perpetual Adoration
Adoration Chapel 24 hrs.

Anointing of the Sick

Please call for a priest if you are
seriously ill at home, about to en-
ter the hospital, or if someone is
close to death.

Baptism
Classes and Ceremony: Call the
Parish Office to register

Marriage

Preparation at least six months
before the wedding. Register to
attend an information meeting by
calling 281-358-6637.

4301 Woodridge Parkway, Porter, TX 77365
281-358-6637 * fax 281-358-7973 « www.stmartha.com

OF ADVENT

NOVEMBER 29, 2015
" y . %
. There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars.
When these signs begin to happen,
stand erect and raise your heads
because your redemption is at hand.

Luke 21:25, 28
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STEWARDSHIP of Time, Talent and Treasure

ADMINISTRATIVE MIN.
BUSINESS MANAGER
Theresa Miller  281.713.8957
FACILITY MANAGER

Steve Teets 281.358.6637x254
FINANCIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE
Bill Grun 281.360.3829
MARTHA’S GARDENERS
Wayne Theis  wayne.theis@suddenlink.net
ST. MARTHA’S OFFICE ANGELS
Emma Rocha 281.358.6637 x262

COMMUNITY LIFE MINISTRIES CONT.
YOUNG AT HEART LUNCHEON
Nancy Landvogt 281.358.6637, x202
Nancy Karpinski ~ 713-594-4430
YOUNG AT HEART LUNCHEON TRANSPORT.
Domenica Seitz 713.899.1016

COMMUNITY LIFE MINISTRIES
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY LIFE
Francine Puglia 281.713.8954
ACTS RETREAT
ACTSCore@StMartha-ACTS.org
ANNULMENTS
Francine Puglia 281.713.8954
CARING COOKS
Karen Rexer 281. 354.8857
Marian Brown 281.360.6914
CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAS
Sherry Hundl yellowrose716@live.com
CENTERING PRAYER
Greg LaCour gplacour@gmail.com
COLUMBIAN SQUIRES
Mark Roseland 281.782.3145
COUPLES FOR CHRIST
MaryLou & Ramon De La Cruz 832.527.1072
DIVORCE SUPPORT GROUP
Francine Puglia franp@stmartha.com
FAMILIA
Christiana Chavez ~ 713.303.1749
FUNERALS
Indiana Francis 281-358-6637 x255
GRIEFSHARE
Laura Cardella 281.360.2714
HISPANIC MINISTRIES
Ana Luisa Rodriguez 281.358.1959 x269
HOMEBOUND ERRAND COMMITTEE
Greta Verhalen 832.264.7755
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Gary Everett eveintx@gmail.com
LIVING YOUR STRENGTHS
Jodi Schod 281.713.8955
MARRIAGE PREP. INFORMATION
To Register  281.358-6637
MARTHA'’S QUILTERS
Angela Wemyss 281.361.9720
Noreen Borys 832.259.1848
MOM’S COLLEGIAN PRAYER GROUP
Gloria Gamez  mornglor@yahoo.com
MONICA’S HOPE
Paul & Marcia Aegerter 281.812.1288
MOTHER’S DAY OUT
Patty Jackson 281.358.1959x250
NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING
Marion and Chris Dickson 713.516.7097
NEWCOMERS/WELCOMING/HOSPITALITY
Kristene Hergenrother 281.713.8961
NORTHEAST CATHOLIC SINGLES
Peggy Broyles 281.359.4560
RECEPTION VOLUNTEERS
Barb Setser  281.358.4129
Nancy Landvogt 281.358.6637 x202 (Funerals)
ROSARY GUILD
JoAnna Loup 281.361.0391
SCOUTING
Acenith Claassen 832. 455.3764
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
Www.stmartha.com, Click on Ministries,
Community Life, Spiritual Direction
SUNDAY NURSERY
Patty Jackson 281.358.1959x250
TEAMS OF OUR LADY
Kevin & Donna O’Kelley 281.360.9644
Kevin & Michelle Campisi 281.361.4201
Brian & Mary Anne Sokol  281.642.3821
Nick & Joannah Landry 281.324.1231
VOCATIONS COMMITTEE
Phil & Diane Applegate 281.361.2913

Wilie Chesnut

FAITH FORMATION
BREAKFAST & BIBLE STUDY
Carla Lewton 281-358-1959x213
CORNERSTONE BIBLE STUDY
Pam Rockwell 281.358.1959x230
RCIA
RCIA@stmartha.com
YAStM - Young Adults of St. Martha
youngadults@stmartha.com
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL & VBS
Patty Jost 281.713.8969
CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Martha Burns 281.358.5523
CONFIRMATION
Ana Leija 281.713.8915
MIDDLE SCHOOL COORDINATOR (EDGE)
Lisa Hartsfield 281.358.1959x241
HIGH SCHOOL COORDINATOR (LIFE TEEN)
Laura Gallardo 281.358.1959x252

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
DIRECTOR OF LITURGY
Mariel Parra  281.358.6637x280
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Rhonda Szoeke 281.358.6637
LITURGY COORDINATOR FOR
LIFETEEN
Joy Ehrman 281.358.1959x251
ALTAR SERVERS
Mariel Parra  281.358.6637x280
BAPTISM
281.358.6637
CANTORS
281.358.6637
CHILDREN’S ADORATION
Annatte Salazar 281.358.1492
CHILDREN’S CHOIR
281.358.6637
COMMUNION TO THE SICK
Hospital Visit
Angela Wemyss 281.361.9720
Nursing Home & Homebound
Pat Timpanaro 281.361.9338
Hispanic Communion to the Sick
Amelia Murphy 713.865.6946
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
OF THE EUCHARIST
Pam Rockwell 281.358.1959x230
GREETERS
Nora Twohy 281.814.5431
GREETERS-FAMILY MASS
Casey Levy caseylevy@me.com
LECTORS
Erv Baumeyer 281.358.4975
MARTHA'’S ALTAR GUILD & DESIGNERS
Mariel Parra  281.358.6637x280
PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Robyn Laumbach 281.360.7897
SACRISTANS
Art Voltmann 281.361.6117
SOUND BOARD MINISTRY
Bill Phillips 713.419.9277
TECHNOLOGY MINISTRY TEAM
Joy Ehrman  281.358.1959x251
USHERS
Barry Robichaux Barry.Robichaux@us.ibm.com

OUTREACH MINISTRIES CONT.
HOSPITAL MINISTRY
Sarah Clark 281.361.8832
Sheila Yepsen 281.358.5585
MARIA GORETTI NETWORK
Shannon Deitz 713.775.9213
MARTHA'’S KITCHEN
Sr. Maria Elena 713.224.2522
MOTHER TERESA MINISTRY
Paola Lam 832-284-1891
PRO-LIFE (GABRIEL PROJECT)
713.225.5826
PROJECT RACHEL
Bonnie Develle 281.812.8641
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS FOOD DRIVE
Marie Burk 281.361.3650
ST. JOSEPH HELPERS
Bill Beck 281.360.7023
ST. MARTHA BETWEEN JOBS AND BEYOND
Bob Simpson 713.410.2844
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
281.358.6636
SECOND FAMILY MINISTRY
Peggy Wehe 281.360.3244
SOCIAL JUSTICE
Bob Simpson 713.410.2844

ST. MARTHA CATHOLIC SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL PK3-8TH
Tina Lewis 281.358.5523
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
Cortney Waguespack 281.358.5523x326
REGISTRAR
Jodie Richter 281.358.5523x314

MINISTERIOS EN ESPANOL
COORDINADOR DE MINISTERIOS HISPANOS
Dcn. Alfredo Soto  281.713.8917
COORDINADORA DE CATECISMO PARA
JOVENES Y SACRAMENTOS
Irene Soto 281.358.1959x269
CORO DE ADULTOS
Luis Valle 832.620.1888
GRUPO DE ORACION
Carmen Ogando 832-767-8826
HOSPITALIDAD
Gustavo Zapata 832.247.9955
LECTORES
Cristina Gabas 281.796.9084
LEGION DE MARIA
Veronica Reyes 281.728.9843 _
MARIA GORETTI NETWORK EN ESPANOL
Patricia Lopez 281.389.1210
MATRIMONIOS Y SAGRADA FAMILIA
Janett o Rubén Manosalva 281.706.5068
MINISTROS EXTRAORDINARIOS
DE LA EUCARISTIA
Juan Russo 954.439.1127
MONAGUILLOS
832.514.5741/832.633.0145
RICA
Jaime Gomez 281.973.1857
VOCACIONES Y CALIZ DE VOCACIONES
Tony Lasalle 646.489.1554

Pastor Pastora

OUTREACH MINISTRIES
SOCIAL SERVICES
281.358.6637
CANCARE
Roger Schuelke 281.358.8060
CRIMINAL JUSTICE MINISTRY
Jaime S. Gomez 281.973.1857
Joseph Ortego 713.822.2825
E-MAIL PRAYER WARRIORS
Donna Rueby  dmrueby@earthlink.net
H.A.A.M.

Alejandra Gutierrez  832.860.4860

Current Loan Debt:
$12,773,139

Recap for October 2015
Contributions to reduce
thedebt: $ 187,972

Payments to reduce
the debt: $ 187,700

Over/(short)
$272




From the Pastor

| To the parish family of St. Martha,
We begin the Advent Season with the realization that it is not always easy to enter into a time of

spiritual preparation for Christmas in our present day culture. Over the next four weeks there will
be a myriad of messages trying to convince us to spend time, money, and energy in order to have a mean-
ingful holiday experience. While there is nothing inherently wrong with investing ourselves in this way to pre-
pare for this wonderful season of Christmas, such hectic activity can become a stumbling block. Adventis
meant to be a time of spiritual renewal, a time to pause and reclaim our spiritual strength, rather than to dis-
sipate our energy by attending countless parties and shopping sprees. Advent is a time of waiting with a
certain amount of reserve and a kind of hush and quiet. For those who follow Jesus Christ, it is a time of ex-
pectancy in which we look more deeply into our lives and recognize that there is a sense of incompleteness
and emptiness surrounding us. We begin to understand that this is not only about our own personal circum-
stances but also about our world. There is the realization that our human efforts alone will not fill up this void
in our lives and we are in need of something that will indeed satisfy our deepest longing for completeness
and fulfillment. That “something” is really Someone sent to reveal the mystery of God’s presence and love to
us in a concrete way. We are in need of a Savior!

In the Church’s liturgy during this season we encounter the figure of Mary, the expectant mother of Je-
sus. She is the perfect symbol of Advent and the one who can teach us how to wait in patience and in hope.
There is no mystery that touches us humans so profoundly as that of an expectant mother. She waits and
prepares, certainly with some uncertainty and anxiety, but also with a kind of peace and confident aware-
ness that beyond sight, there is a movement taking place within her that will eventually result in a new crea-
tion. That wondrous event will bring forth a human person, sacred in the eyes of God and of infinite value.
Advent is a special time which helps us recall that moment in history when the whole world waited for the
birth of the Savior. In a sense we are still waiting in eager expectation for the meaning of that
first Christmas to fill our hearts with assurances that this wonderful event took place so that our
lives would one day experience completeness forever. During this Advent let us model our lives
on that of Mary, the pregnant woman of faith, who dares to dream of a world filled with God’s re-
demptive presence. Let us join her in courage and conviction as she sets out to help bring about
a world of peace and joy for all people.

Fr. Chester Borski

MASS TIMES FOR THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION—DECEMBER 8™
(Holy Day of Obligation)
December 7 (Vigil): 7:30 p.m.
. December 8: 12 noon & 7:30 p.m.
- School Mass (Woodland Hills Campus) — 8:30 a.m.
L e Please Note: The parish office will be closed Tuesday, December Sth.

Jubilee Year of Mercy
Dec. 8, 2015—Nov. 20, 2016
Celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy with a great new app from Our Sunday Visitor! 365 Days to Mercy is
designed to accompany you on your spiritual journey during the Jubilee Year of Mercy. The app includes
daily reflections on mercy, everyday Scripture reflections, Pope Francis’ tweets, the Divine Mercy Chaplet
and Novena, and lots more. Go to your app store and search “365 Days to Mercy” and install it today!
Go to OSV.com/YOM to learn more.

im, SHARING SUNDAY ~DECEMBER 12 & 13
E Each year during Advent our parish makes a special effort to share our blessings with other parishes in the Gal-
veston-Houston Archdiocese. Through our annual Sharing Sunday we are able to help local parishes distribute
food and gifts to needy families. Gifts are needed for children, adults, and senior citizens. Please wrap and tag these
gifts with the age and gender of the recipient (for example, boy age 10-12). Grocery items are also needed but do not
need to be wrapped. Take time to discuss with your family ways that your Christmas can be shared with other families.
ADOPT A FAMILY: Through the St. Martha Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, our church assists many
families during the Christmas season. This year, we’d like to again give our parishioners the opportunity to adopt one of
these families from our area. This will be done in coordination with SVdP volunteers the week before Sharing Sunday.
If you are interested, please contact Alice Jones at 713-410-6844, or by e-mail at jjones@kingwoodcable.com.




TODAY’S READINGS

» | First Reading — The days are

| coming when the LORD will
fulfill the promise made to

Israel and Judah (Jeremiah

33:14-16).
Psalm — To you, O Lord, I lift my soul
(Psalm 25).
Second Reading — May the Lord make
you increase and abound in love that you
may be blameless in holiness; conduct
yourselves so as to please God (1 Thessalo-
nians 3:12 — 4:2).
Gospel — There will be signs and you will
see the Son of Man coming with power and
great glory. Be vigilant (Luke 21:25-28, 34
-36).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass ©

1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corpora-
tion. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:  Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt
4:18-22
Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-
13, 17; Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt
15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-
21, 25-27a; Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14;
Mt 9:27-31
Saturday:  Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-
6; Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-6; Phil
1:4-6, 8-11; Lk 3:1-6
SAINTS AND SPECIAL
OBSERVANCES
Sunday:  First Sunday of Advent
Monday:  St. Andrew
Tuesday: World AIDS Day
Thursday: St. Francis Xavier
Friday: St. John of Damascus; First
Friday
Saturday: First Saturday
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

OF THE WEEK
That we strengthen our relationship with
Jesus through the sacrament of
Reconciliation.

“But when these signs begin to happen,
stand erect and raise your heads because
your redemption is at hand.”

(Luke 21:28)
We celebrate Advent each year in prepa-
ration of the birth of Jesus, His first com-
ing, as we await his second coming. In
this Advent season, use the sacrament of
Reconciliation to strengthen your rela-
tionship with Jesus. It’s never too late.

MASS INTENTIONS
Mon./Nov. 30 Sat./Dec. 5
8:30 am +tCarol Michelini 8:30 am Pro-Life Mass
Tues./Dec. 1 5:30 pm fJewel Elder

Sun./Dec. 6

7:00 am fFlorenence Kerrigan &
Sharon Kerrigan Koenig

9:00 am fCarmela & Philip Matassa

11:00 am tNatalie Novosad Stafford

1:00 pm {Maria Guadalupe
Castafieda-Rodriguez

5:30 pm fJames Ronald Vincent

8:30 am tMarcie Brennan

7:00 pm tPedro Garcia
Wed./Dec. 2

8:30 am tJavier Aguilar

10:00 am tAndrea Orrego
Thurs./Dec. 3

6:30 am tMaria Vivian Binoya

8:30 am tKevin Briones
Fri./Dec. 4

8:30 am {Donald Hogan

e e e e e e e s S S e S e e S s e S e o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ey

Please note: During the school year, the 8:30 a.m. School Mass takes place in the Activity |

I
|
Il Center at the Faith Formation campus. NEXT SCHOOL MASS: WEDNESDAY, DEC 2. :

¥ PLEASE REMEMBER THE RECENTLY DECEASED AND THEIR
FAMILIES IN YOUR PRAYERS ¥ %
AN
14

».)

Elizabeth Dean

Richard Gaftney (husband of Virginia Gaffney)

Gina Weinzapfel (wife of David W einzapfel)

Lucia Kratz

Mary Tierney

Paul Latz (husband of Christine Latz and father of Julia Gilligan)
Clara Johnson

Gale Ingram (husband of Mary Ingram)

Please remember the sick and their families in your prayers: Penny
Gaido, Cecilia Grono, Randy Schulze, Elise Robinson, Lindsey Torres John-
son, Robert Gillman, Thomas Berkovich, Carmen Aloisio, Zacharias Sala-
zar, Ligia Ramos, Juan Francisco Gonzales, Flor de Lis Gonzales, Charles
Cooke, Elvia Zambrano, Graciela Rojas de Russy, Amparo Arguello, Vinny
McConnell, Susan Thom, Allan Zumno, Ruby Orta, Teofilo Zanchelli, Lin-
da Arnold, Walt and Mary Lou Lambert, Barry and Janice Boudreaux, El-
eanora Deleon, Joan Evans, Grant McTaggart, Patrick Giordano, Nelson
Ramirez Rojas, Josefina G. Schnabel, Dennis Ganstine, Bonnie McKnight,
Keith Dollar, David Russell, Myriam Varela, Kim De La Cruz, Patrick
McPhail, Scott McAndrews, Carol McAndrews, Dennis Whitmer, Karen
Zaccardo, Daniel F. Carvajal R, Barbara Bourgeois, Millie Dennis, Damon
McClain, James Flannigan, Sarah Bell, Neely Grimm, Willian Elliotto, Sara
Isaacs, Edith Thonsgaard, Adamma Ekpema, Jeff Barton, Oscar Velasco,
Madonna Bishai, Mike Henry, Dominic Villamor, Marcela Perez, Wiley
Long, Fabiola Galban Guitierrez, Richard E. Schnur, Jen Cervantes, Shawn
Leathers, Lis Kinne, Maria B. Rojas de Ramirez, Sasita G. de Russi, Larry
Hattersley, David Wood, Jason Haydel, Amy Picard, Guy Weismantel, Ro-
wan Mae Sullivan, Robyn Laumbach, Lel Keller, Bill Barineau, Victor Pas-
cual Carvajal, Efrain Cubillos-Sarmiento, Mike Beishir, Karen Cox, Adam
Greco, Tess Kelley, Marie Burk, John H. Hensley and John H. Hensley Jr.,
Carol Villella, Sandra Theis, Tom Moore, Norma Ross, Jean Lake, Jim
Black, Katie Cowan, Creighton Heslop, Catherine Sedlak, Caroline Esposi-
to, Renata Macias, Julia Volkerts, Margie Vega, Victoria Ramirez, Candace
Villella, Marlena Neathery, John King, Janie & Robert Alvarado, Michael
Symon, Tiare Tamura, Liz Donohue, Joseph Sullivan, Michael Sullivan,
Sharon Laine, Hertz Family, Elizabeth Dean, Gabriella Schlereth, Jane
Hemberger, Mary Lohrman Moon, Phyllis Holley, Lucille Burke, Tina
Wooten, Don and Angie Chesnut, Humberto Garcia

(If you would like to add a loved one’s name to the recently deceased or sick list,
please call the parish office, 281-358-6637, or e-mail jodis@stmartha.com)

Please pray for our active military as seen on
the wreath in the Narthex.
To add a loved one call: Jodi at 281-358-6637 or
e-mail jodis@stmartha.com




Adult Organizations and Opportunities

4 REMINDER FOR THOSE WHO HAVE PRE-REGISTERED: EXTRAORDI-
NARY MINISTER OF HOLY COMMUNION TO THE SICK TRAINING will be held
Monday, November 30, 2015, from 6:30 pm — 8:30 pm in Room 3 of the Family Life Center.

NORTHEAST CATHOLIC SINGLES, A MINIS-
TRY FOR SINGLES AGES 40+, will have its next
event on Wednesday, December 2, when we gather to
talk/eat/drink at 7:00 pm at Jason's Deli, 1275 Kingwood
Drive in Kingwood. On Saturday, December 5, join us
for 5:30 pm Mass at St. Mary Magdalene’s in Humble;
meal afterwards at China River, 9606 FM 1960 West in
Humble. Meet in the narthex at 5:15 pm. For more info,
contact Elizabeth Schields (281-441-2552 or
elizabeths2@peoplepc.com) or Peggy Broyles (281-359-
4560 or peggybmom4@gmail.com) or subscribe to us on
Flocknote at St. Martha’s or St. Mary Magdalene’s web-
site.

ﬁ ((* ((* ﬂ*’ ((* ((* ((* ((* ((* ﬂ*’ ((* ((* ((* ((* ﬂ*’ ((* ((* ﬁ:
ﬁ YOUNG AT HEART LUNCHEON - o
fi‘ Christmas Luncheon & Celebration ﬁia

5. Young at Heart-ers - Christmas is coming and so &*
5= is our Young at Heart Christmas Luncheon and sz
e-.a Celebration. Come join your YAH (Young at“a
ﬁ -, Heart) family and enjoy a delicious Chrlstmas“

ﬁ luncheon just for you. There will be entertainment, ﬁ
ﬁ% gifts, and fellowship (sorry, no bingo this month). ﬁ%
“§ Join us for the festivities at St. Martha's Family ¢ §
N Life Center on Wednesday, December 9 at 11 am. ﬁi‘
== Bring a friend with you and join the fun!

If trans- ==
“.,,,.a portation is needed, contact Domenica Seitz at 713—e

ﬁi 899-1016. If you have any questions, please call ﬁi
ﬁ% Nancy Landvogt at 281-358-6637 x 202, e-mail ﬁ%
fm nancyl@stmartha.com or Nancy Karpinski, 713- ﬁ%
ﬁ"g‘ 594-4430. ﬁ

- s bR bR
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?

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

Tuesday Morning: Breakfast & Bible Study, 9:15—10:30 am
Faith Formation Campus, Room 2. Reading, studying &
sharing on the Sunday Scriptures led by Carla Lewton. All
are welcome. December Dates: 12/1, 15, 22, 2015

St. Martha Adult Faith Formation Website:

www.stmartha.com

Recordings of previous adult classes, handouts, PowerPoints, up-
coming events, schedules, important links, music, and more...
check it out!
Adult Faith Formation videos available for viewing on You Tube.
Click the Y ou Tube icon on the website home page to view.
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK - AFF Information
Click the Facebook icon on the website home page and
join.

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE:
The Book of Remembrance will be in the back of the
Church for you to write in names of family members or
friends who have died.

For Survivors of Abuse—
Maria Goretti Network (MGN)

A peer to peer self help support group for women and
men focusing on healing and forgiveness. For
information on monthly meetings e-mail:
stmarthamgn@gmail.com or call 713-775-9213.

St. Martha's Men's Retreat at Holy Name
Passionist Retreat Center
January 8-10, 2016
Start the New Year with a relaxing Retreat Weekend
Retreat Theme "Mercy: A Glimpse
into the Heart of God"

In keeping with this Extraordinary Jubilee of
Mercy, we are invited to gaze upon Jesus Christ,
the face of the Father's Mercy.

"Be merciful just as your Father is merciful” Luke 6:36
For more information contact Bruce Farmer:

At 281-360-4047
Or to register, please visit the website
www.passionist.org/holyname

Pastoral Care Hospital Ministry
An Opportunity for Deacons & Lay People to
Provide Pastoral Care
16-Week Training Course to be held at the
St. Mary Semlnary on Thursdays
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM, January 14™ through May 12"
Four fold Purpose
1. To bring the Presence of the Church to the Sick and
the Dying
2. To provide basic skills of pastoral and sacramental
care
3. To understand the Patient in a context of Health Care
Facilities
4. To understand how to care for one’s self as a Pastoral
Care Minister
Three to Four (3-4) Hours per week of
Patient Visitation in Hospital
If interested, please contact Office of Diaconate at e-
mail: deaconoffice@archgh.org (713-686-4345 ext 229)
or Dcn. Gerald DuPont: gerald@ gwdupont.com (281-
703-0227) or contact Sarah Clark (281-361-8832).

Enrollment for this course is limited to 25 persons




Parenting/Youth

Vocations Corner

7| st Marths School $coops

SMCS Chess team needs your help! If
you would like share your love of chess with our stu-
dents, we have an opportunity for youl We are seek-
ing a coach for our 3rd-8th grades chess team and
chess club. Practices are held two days a
week after school, and the team will par-
ticipate in tournaments throughout the
school year. For more information please contact Mr.
David Norman at hormand@stmarthacs.org.

St. Martha Catholic School is a fully accredited
school for students in pre-kindergarten through

St. Martha

=== eighth grade. Our curriculum builds strong aca-
demic skills, Catholic values and moral charac-

ter in a safe, secure, and caring environment.
Our students attend weekly Mass and celebrate rec-
onciliation during the school day throughout the
school year. We are blessed to have the involvement
of our parish priests in many of our school activities.
We offer the sports of cross country, soccer, basket-
ball, baseball, track, volleyball and girls' softball. We
also offer the following extracurricular activities:
School Mass Choir, Drama Club, Chess Team and Club,
Bravo Band, athletics program, Spanish Club, Rosary
Guild, Student Council, National Jr. BETA Club, Stu-
dent Ambassadors Club and other family and student
activities.

The school has limited openings for students for
the 2015-2016 school year.

Visit our school website at www.stmarthacs.org

for more information or contact Registrar Jodie
Richter at 281-358-5523.

A The Mission of St. Martha Catholic

CATHOLIC School’is to provide a quality educa-
SCHOOLS tion sharing in the total Catholic for-
H i L mation of each person by developing

mind, heart and spirit.

o, N .

i % ? Collegian Moms Prayer Group:
¢ é

1 @l

} The Collegian Moms Prayer Group will
Eufé%’f”fwﬁ meet on Monday, December 14th from

~T 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Room7 of the
Family Life Center at the Woodland Hills Campus.
All moms with children preparing for college, cur-
rently enrolled in college, or recently graduated
from college are cordially invited. Questions? E-
mail Gloria Gamez at mornglor@yahoo.com

$
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HOUSTONVOCATIONS

Did you know? “Nuns” are women religious who
have professed solemn vows of poverty, chastity, and
obedience and live a life of prayer and penance within
cloistered communities? There is a difference between a
‘nun’ and a ‘sister.’

Did you know? “Sisters” are women religious who
also have taken traditional religious vows but are en-
gaged in active ministries among the public? They usual-
ly live in a convent.

Did you know? “Brothers” live in Religious Com-
munities. They take vows and promise to use their tal-
ents to serve God wherever the Community decides they
are needed. Brothers are not ordained.
http://www.houstonvocations.com/religious-life/ for in-
formation and events.

HOLYy

HOUR.

/('/’ Vocations

The Serra Club Northeast of Houston
You are invited to join together in prayer to pray for
vocations and implore Our Lord to send laborers into
the vineyard.
Where: St. Martha Catholic Church
When: Every second Tuesday of the month
5| after the 7:00 p.m. Mass.
Also: Every second Friday of the month
after the 8:30 a.m. Mass.
The intent is to focus our prayer for vocations one
special night a month. This Holy Hour will include Ex-
position and Benediction with a special monstrance
blessed by Saint John Paul Il for the sole purpose of
uniting us in prayer for vocations.
All are invited as we embark upon this tremendous
opportunity to ask the Lord of the Harvest to provide
the vocations needed to serve His Church!

CHALICE FOR VOCATIONS:
Please join the ALMEIDA FAMILY
in prayer this week as they host the
Chalice and pray for Vocations.
Interested? Please contact
Karen Ehlig at 281-361-7127 or by e-
mail at karenehlig@gmail.com to
schedule a week.




Mark Your Calendars!!!

| MONSIGNOR BORSKI TO BE HONORED

The Missionary Catechists of Divine Providence will be honoring Monsignor Borski at the Humanitarian Award Dinner
on Friday, February 12", 2016 at the Omni Hotel -9821 Colonnade Blvd. San Antonio.

Monsignor Borski is being honored for his spirit of generosity through his years of service by encouraging and preparing
lay ecclesial ministers to enable grass-root people to value and share their gifts with the Church. Monsignor Borski held
the position of Archdiocesan Director of Religious Education for four years and Rector of

St. Mary’s Seminary for nineteen years. Monsignor has inspired the St. Martha community to reach out to parishioners
and our communities through the 100 + dynamic ministries available at St. Martha.

Come join us at the dinner — tickets are available for $100 apiece or $1,000 for a table of 10. Watch future bulle-
tins for more information on how you can reserve your spot. If you are unable to attend, your gener-
ous donations will show support for our Pastor.

The funds will benefit the Order of Sisters of The Missionary Catechists of Divine Providence (two of their
members manage Martha’s Kitchen) and the other sisters have been working at the diocesan and parish lev-
els in religious and academic education, hospital and prison chaplaincy and social services for over 83 years.

The Divine Mercy ministry will hold a PRAYER SERVICE on the Feast of the Immaculate |
Conception on Dec. 8th in the Chapel on the Woodland Hills Campus from 12 -1 pm.
All are welcome for this Hour of Grace.

sAnditherelappearedfa’great wonder in heaven,a woman clothgd?\}ﬁth thejsun’/Revelation 12,1

Pro-Life Mass and Rosary:
Every 1st Saturday at
8:30 a.m. Please join us
Saturday, Dec. 5.

Falbetoca

LAS VEGAS,

December Znd
6 - Fpm
The Hathanisl Center
Bt Fuissa] Palmer Ho

il
Kirnpaood 773139

B Friday,December 11th; 2.635_ " ey
living|Rosary 6:30 pm - Holy Mass 8:00'pm
Z




St. Martha has been selected to participate in a National Study!
St. Martha has been selected to participate in a national study of vibrant parishes conducted by the Catholic Leader-
ship Institute!
Please help us participate by completing a 10-15 minute survey online. The survey will be emailed to you by
DiscipleMakerIndex@measuring-success.com. The survey will only be available from the week of January 18
through Ash Wednesday, February 10 and will ask you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and enable you to pro-
vide feedback on what efforts the parish is doing to help you grow. All responses will be confidential and the parish
will only receive information about the community as whole.
We are trying to get the highest response rate possible. This information will be invaluable to Msgr. Borski and our
various ministries as we plan ahead and try to be the best disciples we can be. We will receive the results in the sum-
mer of 2016 at which time we will share what we have learned with the entire parish.
If we don’t have an email address for you, please send an email to jodis@stmartha.com with your name so we can
add you to the list. Or cut out the box below and drop your information in the collection basket during one of
the weekend Masses.

N\ <Y

|
N We are updati. ! .
ipdating our database!

: (Please print legibly) :
| Name: ;
| 1
I .. |
| Email: I
| 1
| Phone: I
I |
| 1

(Deadline to submit e-mail address is Wednesday, December 9th)
Thank you for helping with this important project!

The St. Martha Conference of St. Vincent de Paul would like to
thank the Parish for its generous support of our recent Black Bag /Family
Challenge Collection. Donations from this collection totaled $54,501, with 229
Families contributing to the Family Challenge. Because of your compassion and ex-
traordmary generosity, our Conference will be able to continue its mission to assist those in need
in our community.
September and October were an active period as we helped 709 people with Rent, Mortgage, Utilities, Food,
Medical, and Auto Expenses totaling $17,972.
As we begin Advent we are called to “Be watchful! Be alert!” as we stand in joyful anticipation for the grace
of Christmas to once again bless our lives. Your gifts to St. Vincent de Paul will help the poor to celebrate
the grace of God’s love this Christmas. Thank you for your continuing support and prayers for this
ministry and may God bless you and your family.
“At the same time I would encourage you to keep in mind all those people around us who
are trapped in a cycle of poverty. They too need to be given hope.”
-Pope Francis, Address to Congress, September 14, 2015

Y St. Vincent de Paul Society

The Divine Me’f cy Chap Iet. is prayed in the Communion to the Sick: If you or a loved one are in Kingwood
chapel at the Faith Formation Campus every Hospital, and would like a Communion Minister to visit, call the
Sunday at 3 pm for the conversion of church office at 281-358-6637 to let us know. Hospital regulations
sinners, the sick and the dying. require us to have the patient’s name and room number
Everyone welcome! before we send someone.




Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF DEVOTION TO
PRAYER IN ST. MARTHA PARISH

“Could you not watch one hour with Me?” Mark 14:37
Our parish is incredibly blessed to have Perpetual Eucha-
ristic Adoration available in our adoration chapel twenty-
four hours a day. Jesus dwells in the Blessed Sacrament
because of His infinite love for each one of us, and He is
always present there in the Blessed Sacrament patiently
waiting for us to come and spend time with Him.

Listed below are hours that are most in need of adorers at
this time. However, please note that no hour is really ever
“filled” because parishioners are always invited to choose
an hour that works best for them, regardless of whether or
not there are other adorers already there in prayer.

Both regular adorers and substitutes are needed at this
time. Even if you do not have a regular hour, please feel
free to visit our Blessed Lord at any time knowing that He
is always waiting for us with joyful anticipation.

Second adorers are needed for the following hours:
Sunday: 1-2 AM, 2-3 PM, 3-4 PM. Monday: 2-3 PM, 11
PM-Midnight. Tuesday: 1-2 AM, 2-3 AM. Wednesday: 1-
2 AM. Thursday: 3-4 PM. Friday: 1-2 AM. Saturday: 1-2
AM, 3-4 AM.

If you are interested in participating in this ministry or
would like more information, please contact Robyn
Laumbach at either 281-360-7897 or robynbfly@embargmail.
com. If you need a substitute, please call one of our divi-
sion leaders: Robyn Laumbach at 281-360-7897 for Mid-
night-6 AM, Karen Ehlig at 281-361-7127 for 6 AM-
Noon, Annunciata Hopkins at 281-360-1258 for Noon-6
PM, and Beth Beckham at 281-435-1439 for 6 PM-
Midnight.

AN ADVENT NIGHT OF WORSHIP WITH

FEATURING:
JAMES ROSENBLOOM

TUESDAY, DECEMBERg
7:00 — 8:30 PM
IN THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER

All families, youth, young adults, and adults are welcome to
this free music experience that will be a time of
intimate prayer and worship with messages to reflect on the
Advent season.

e St. Martha car decals for sale in the <"
s ¥ Z ;! parish office. 5 Q@) 3
@ $5.00 each. For more information
Tt S call: 281-358-6637 By kot

PROJECT RACHEL

Project Rachel is the confidential and compassionate
outreach to women who have had an abortion or been in-
volved in an abortion. Its purpose is to foster reconcilia-
tion and healing between the parent and Christ, His
Church, the child, and all other significant relationships.
Questions? Contact Bonnie Develle, 281-812-8641, 713-
435-9215, or bdevelle@comcast.net.

Young at Heart Luncheon -

& Donation Requests
“wse. 1he Young at Heart Christmas Luncheon

will be held on Wednesday, December
# 9. As in years past, we are asking for your
kind generosity in donating door prize gifts
for our senior guests (men and wom-
en). We have been averaging 85-90 people and our
Christmas luncheon is always our biggest! Here are a
few donation ideas (not to exceed $10) - gift card to a
restaurant or movie theater, home or Christmas decor,
jewelry, lotion, games, puzzles, candy, food basket (non-
perishable), sports merchandise, picture frames, house-
hold items or lightweight tool set. Donations should not
be wrapped and can be dropped off at Nancy Landvogt's
office on the Faith Formation campus, Mon. - Wed., 9
am - 4 pm and Fri., 9 am - 4 pm. All donations are great-
ly appreciated! If you have any questions, feel free to e-
mail Carol Bateman at carolb625@gmail.com. Thank
you for your generosity!

{1

St Martha International
Mission Trips

Colombia 2016

We will share details
about each trip, includin
team size, cost, typica
itinerary, what to expect,

JOin US to learn more

about these exciting oppor-
tunities. We will have two

options: background and pictures
of beautiful Colombia,

Summer 2016 Cartagena e about CDA, our

artner in Colombia, how

Fall 2016 Bogota Fo sign up and answer

any other questions you
. may have.

Information

Sessions Sign Up Day

Dec1 7:00-8 pm

or Dec 13 3-5 pm
DecS 3:30-4:30 pm Main Church (Narthex)
Famﬂy Life Center * First-come basis, spots limited,

§$ 200 non-refundable deposit at
sign-up

Woodland Hills Campus

For questions, please contact Terry Stierman: terry.stierman@conviventia.org




: God's will.

| The birth of Jesus brings the divine
| message of love directly to humankind.
1 Jesus came to teach us the way to follow

1 During this season of light, we reflect in :
: awe. While we may sometimes feel as if
\ there is "no room in the inn” for us, we
| frust that Jesus has a place ready for
: his faithful stewards.

K 1
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Ministerio Hispano

Para la familia de la parroquia de Santa Marta,
Comenzamos el tiempo de Adviento, con la

Lo
A

conciencia de que no siempre es facil entrar
en un tiempo de preparacién espiritual para la Navidad
en nuestra cultura actual. Durante las proximas cuatro
semanas habra una gran cantidad de mensajes que
trataran de convencernos que gastar tiempo, dinero y
energia con el fin de tener unas vacaciones significati-
va. Aunque no hay nada inherentemente malo en inver-
tir en nosotros mismos en esta manera de prepararse
para esta maravillosa temporada de Navidad, tales acti-
vidades agitadas pueden convertirse en un obstaculo.
Adviento esta destinado a ser un tiempo de renovacién
espiritual, un tiempo para hacer una pausa y recuperar
nuestra fuerza espiritual, en lugar de disipar nuestra
energia asistiendo a innumerables fiestas y salidas de
compras. El Adviento es un tiempo de espera, con una
cierta cantidad de reserva y una especie de silencio y
tranquilidad. Para los que siguen a Jesucristo, es un
tiempo de esperanza en que miramos mas profunda-
mente en nuestras vidas y reconocemos que hay un
sentido de lo incompleto y vacio que nos rodea. Empe-
zamos a entender que esto no es solo acerca de nues-
tras propias circunstancias personales, sino también
acerca de nuestro mundo. Existe la conciencia de que
nuestros esfuerzos humanos por si solos no llenan este
vacio en nuestras vidas y que estan en necesidad de
algo que de hecho va a satisfacer nuestro mas profun-
do anhelo de plenitud y satisfaccion. Ese "algo" es real-
mente Alguien envio para revelar el misterio de la pre-
sencia de Dios y el amor a nosotros de una manera
concreta. jEstamos en la necesidad de un Salvador!

En la liturgia de la Iglesia durante esta temporada nos
encontramos con la figura de Maria, la futura madre de
Jesus. Ella es el simbolo perfecto de Adviento que nos
puede ensefiar cOmo esperar en paciencia y en espe-
ranza. No hay ningun misterio que nos afecta a noso-
tros los seres humanos tan profundamente como la de
una mujer embarazada. Ella espera y se prepara, sin
duda con cierta incertidumbre y ansiedad, pero también
con una especie de paz y conocimiento seguro de que
mas alla de la vista, hay un movimiento que tiene lugar
dentro de ella que con el tiempo dara lugar a una nueva
creacion. Ese evento maravilloso traera una persona
humana, sagrada a los ojos de Dios y de valor infinito.
El Adviento es un tiempo especial que nos ayuda a re-
cordar ese momento de la historia en que todo el mun-
do esperaba el nacimiento del Salvador. En este senti-
do todavia estamos esperando ansiosamente el signifi-
cado de la primera Navidad, para llenar nuestros cora-
zones con garantias de que este maravilloso evento se
llevé a cabo; de manera que nuestra vida seria un dia
de experiencia integridad por siempre. Durante este
Adviento, tomemos como modelo de nuestra vida la de
Maria, la mujer embarazada de fe, que se atreve a so-
fiar con un mundo lleno de la presencia re-
dentora de Dios. Unamonos a ella en valory
conviccion que se dispone a ayudar a crear
un mundo de paz y alegria para toda la gente.

Padre Chester Borski
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RETIRO DE HOMBRES ACTS
28 al 31 de Enero, 2016

M  Ya estan abiertas las inscripciones para el

/ “Retiro de ACTS en Espariol. Estaremos a
'y’ sus ordenes en el Nartex después de la
misa del la 1pm los Domingos a partir del
15 de Noviembre.
El retiro de ACTS es una experiencia de 3 dias y 3 no-
ches que se enfoca en la Adoracién, Comunidad, Teo-
logia y Servicio. Desde que inciamos ACTS en Sta.
Martha, Dios ha hecho cosas muy buenas en nuestra
Parroquia.
Para registrarse, hay que presentarse en el Nartex
después de la misa en Espanol y dejar un depésito de
$50 al momento de llenar la solicitud. El costo comple-
to del Retiro es de $190. Por favor no deje pasar esta
oportunidad, si necesita alguna ayuda con el costo del
retiro, podemos platicarlo. Para preguntas, contactar al
director del Retiro, Javier Galvez al 832-515-1850 o a
ACTSMS6@gmail.com
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Ministerio Hispano

1° Domingo de Adviento

Reflexion sobre las lecturas:
En la segunda lectura de hoy, San Pablo
nos pide que mantengamos un corazdn irreprocha-
ble en la santidad ante Dios. JesUs nos da la clave
de cdmo mantener ese corazén irreprochable, a
través de la vigilancia y la oracion. Jesus les dijo a
sus discipulos: “Velen, pues, y hagan oracién”. Lo
que hace un velador es cuidar y estar atento que
no venga un ratero a robar. Nuestra vigilancia, el
velar, debe ser estar atentos en nuestra alma para
que el demonio no venga a robarnos la amistad
con Dios al tentarnos a pecar. Tenemos que estar
atentos todo el tiempo, ya que el demonio se vale
de muchas artimanas para hacernos caer; la princi-
pal de ellas, la que usd con Addn y Eva, el hacer-
nos creer que lo que hacemos no es malo, que Dios
nos lo prohibié para que no fuéramos como dioses.
La segunda arma, y la mds poderosa de todas, es
la oracién. Si nos mantenemos en oracién constan-
te con Dios, va a serle mucho mdas dificil al demonio
el tentarnos. Nuestro refugio debe ser la oracién.
Debemos empezar el dia en oracion, ofreciendo a
Dios ese dia 'y después, seguir orando durante el
dia, platicando con Dios, pidiendo, ofreciendo,
agradeciendo, preguntando, consultando, comen-
tando, compartiendo todo lo que nos pasa. Desti-
nar por lo menos 5 minutos al didlogo con Dios so-
bre nuestra vida, sin distracciones. Y luego, terminar
el dia orando, agradeciendo por un dia mds y re-
flexionando sobre las cosas que hicimos bien y mal,
para poderlas corregir.
Compromiso de la semana: Dedicaré un minimo de

5 minutos diarios a la oracion con Dios.

Recibimos sus comentarios a esta columna o al contenido en espaiiol
de este boletin en el correo electronico: boletin@stmartha.co

Ciliz de Vocaciones:
Esta interesado de tener el Caliz de Vocaciones en su hogar, Para
mas Informacion favor de llamar al Sr. Tony Lasalle al 646-489-
1554 o por e-mail al: comitecalizdevocaciones@stmartha.co.

Ministerio Legion de Maria:
Estan cordialmente invitados todos los
viernes a las 7:00 PM en el salon 2 de las

I instalaciones de Woodland Hills Dr.

| Mayores informes con la Sra. Veronica

Reyes (281.728.9843) o por email:
legiondemaria@stmartha.co

Proyecto Gabriel—

(Estad embarazada? ;Necesita
ayuda durante su embarazo? No importa
su edad! Para mas
informacion favor de llamar
a 713-225-5826.

Monaguillos: Si su nifio/a esta interesado a
servir de Monaguillo, Favor de llamar al
Sr. Pastora al 832-514-5741 o por email al:
monaguillos@stmartha.co.

PARA VICTIMAS DE ABUSO
Maria Goretti Network en Espaiiol

En Septiembre proximo comenzara en St. Martha un
grupo de apoyo conformado por hombres y mujeres que
hayan sido abusados en algiin momento de su vida y que
buscan sanacion y perdon. Para mayor informacion llame
al teléfono 281-389-1210 o envié un e-mail a
mariagorettiespanol@gmail.com. Alli le informaremos
el lugar y hora de las reuniones y contestaremos sus pre- :
guntas. :

RITO DE INICIACION
CRISTIANA PARA ADULTOS
Los Sacramentos son ayudas, medios, herramientas, gra-
cias que Jesus nos dejo para poder seguirlo por el
camino de nuestra vida diaria, que no siempre es facil,
por eso nos invita a tomar nuestra cruz y seguirle hacia la
vida eterna. Estas ayudas-sacramentos estan aqui en la
Iglesia y son para todos a nadie se le pueden negar si esta
dispuesto a seguir a Jesus. Pero muchos de nosotros solo
nos bautizaron y no tenemos todos nuestros Sacramentos
de iniciacion que son: El Bautismo, La Confirmacién y
La Eucaristia; por tal razéon no participamos de estas
ayudas que nuestro Sefior Jesus le dejo a su iglesia por
medio de su sacrificio en la cruz.
Si este es tu caso (y eres mayor de 18 afios) o conoces a
alguien que quiere unirse a nuestra Iglesia Catolica?
Ayudalo y pasale este anuncio, invitalo a participar en el
proceso del RICA.
Este proceso es para Catdlicos y No Catolicos que tienen
muchas preguntas o dudas y quieren entender nuestra fe o
completar sus sacramentos. Ven y participa con no-
sotros. Las reuniones son los Jueves de 6.30-9.00 p.m.
comenzamos con una cena antes de nuestra platica.
Comunicate con Jaime Gomez (281-973-1857)
sacramentos@stmarth.co
Participa en el RICA en Espaiiol.

7=y Convalidaciéon de Matrimonios:
. — (Te falta el Sacramento de
Matrimonio? ;Necesitas ayuda emocional o
espiritual en tu Matrimonio? Para mas informacion
llama al Sr. Rubén o Sra. Janett Manosalva al
281-706-5068 o puedes comunicarte por email:
matrimonios@stmartha.co




