Keynote Address for SEEK Local Conference

The Domestic Church and Evangelization in Our Parishes
Introduction
Brothers and sisters in Christ,

It is a joy to be with you today at this SEEK gathering.
SEEK is about encounter—an encounter with Jesus
Christ and His Church, an encounter that equips us to go
back to our parishes, our homes, our schools, and our
communities energized for mission.

The mission of FOCUS is summarized in three words:
Win, Build, Send. We win hearts for Christ through
authentic relationships, we build them up in faith
through Scripture and the sacraments, and then we
send them out as missionary disciples.

But where does this begin? It begins at home. The
Second Vatican Council calls the family the ecclesia
domestica—the domestic church (Lumen Gentium, §11).
St. John Paul I, in his apostolic exhortation Familiaris
Consortio (1981), reminds us: “The family finds in the
plan of God the Creator and Redeemer not only its
identity, what it is, but also its mission, what it can and
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should do” (§17). He goes on to describe four tasks of
the Christian family: forming a community of
persons, serving life, participating in the
development of society, and sharing in the life and
mission of the Church.

Today I want to reflect with you on how these four
tasks can be lived in our parishes through the witness of
families, the “cells” of parish life. And I want to propose
five virtues that every domestic church can cultivate:
respect, faith, diligence, reverence for life and
human dignity, and chaste love.

If our families embody these virtues, our parishes will
not only be communities of worship—they will be
launchpads of evangelization.

I. Forming a Community of Persons

St. John Paul II teaches: “The family, which is founded
and given life by love, is a community of persons: of
husband and wife, of parents and children, of relatives.
Its first task is to live with fidelity the reality of
communion in a constant effort to develop an authentic
community of persons” (Familiaris Consortio, §18).
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He goes on to say: “Without love the family is not a
community of persons and, in the same way, without
love the family cannot live, grow and perfect itself as a
community of persons” (Familiaris Consortio, §18). Love
is therefore not simply an emotion, but the foundation
and strength of family life—the daily choice to honor,
forgive, sacrifice, and live for the good of the other.

If we want to see this love embodied, we need only look
at Nazareth. The Holy Family lived in such a communion
of persons that their daily life became a school of the
Gospel. Within that home, we find the values and virtues
that every Christian family is invited to imitate. Let me
highlight two of them in particular at this point: respect
and faith.

Respect

At Nazareth, there was profound reverence. Joseph
honored Mary’s vocation. Mary trusted Joseph’s
leadership. And Jesus, though He was the Son of God,
obeyed His earthly parents: “He went down with them
and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them” (Luke
2:51, NABRE).



Respect in family life is not simply about polite words
like “please” and “thank you.” It is about recognizing
that each person in the home carries God’s image and
deserves reverence. Respect is tested at the kitchen
table when a teenager rolls her eyes at Mom’s reminder.
It is tested when two siblings are fighting over the TV
remote. It is tested when a husband and wife disagree
over bills or decisions about the children.

Respect does not mean never disagreeing—it means

disagreeing without tearing down the other. It means
stopping ourselves before sarcasm or belittling words
come out. It means looking at your spouse, your child,

your parent, and remembering: this person belongs to
God.

Children learn respect not from lectures but by
example. When a child sees Dad speak respectfully to
Mom even when frustrated, or Mom speak with dignity
about Dad when he’s not around, that’s how respect
takes root.

Faith

Nazareth was also a school of faith. Mary’s fiat to the
angel, Joseph’s obedience to the angelic dreams, and
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their trust in God through exile and poverty—all of this
was faith lived in the rawness of daily life.

Families today know that same struggle. The mortgage
is due, a child is struggling in school, a teenager is
battling anxiety or drifting away from the faith. You
don’t have all the answers. And yet God asks: Do you
trust Me?

Faith in the family does not mean everything is easy. It
means that in uncertainty, we keep turning back to Him.
Picture this: a father loses his job. Instead of collapsing
in despair, he gathers his family to pray a decade of the
Rosary: “We don’t know what will happen, but God will
take care of us.” That act of faith arguably is worth more
to those children than any paycheck.

Or imagine a mother, exhausted at the end of the day,
who still kneels with her little ones for night prayers.

Her children may not remember every word, but they
will remember the posture of her heart.

Faith is also lived in traditions: lighting the Advent
wreath, praying before meals, and blessing children
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before school. These little acts proclaim: “Christ is at the
center of our family.”

II. Serving Life

St. John Paul II writes: “The fundamental task of the
family is to serve life, to actualize in history the original
blessing of the Creator—that of transmitting by
procreation the divine image from person to person”
(Familiaris Consortio, §28). But he adds: “The
fruitfulness of conjugal love is not restricted solely to
the procreation of children, even understood in its
specifically human dimension. It extends also to their
moral education and their spiritual formation, for the
lasting good of each of them and of the whole of the
family, of society and of the Church” (Familiaris
Consortio, §36).

To serve life means not only to welcome children, but
also to educate them, protect them, and defend their
human dignity at every stage. The family is the
sanctuary of life.

If we want to understand how this is lived, we must
look again at the Holy Family. At Nazareth, Jesus grew in
wisdom, age, and grace in the security of a home where
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His life was cherished and His human dignity guarded.
Two virtues express this task powerfully in our own
homes today: reverence for life and human dignity,
and diligence in protecting childhood.

Reverence for Life and Human Dignity

Again, recalling the words of St. John Paul II: “The
fruitfulness of conjugal love is not restricted solely to
the procreation of children... It extends also to their
moral education and their spiritual formation, for the
lasting good of each of them....” (Familiaris Consortio,
§36). This means that to serve life is to do more than
welcome a child into the world—it is also to form that
child to recognize the dignity of every human person.

We see this clearly in the life of Jesus. His reverence for
human dignity did not begin when He stepped into
public ministry; it was cultivated in the quiet home of
Nazareth. In Mary and Joseph, He saw a love that
welcomed, protected, and affirmed His human life. He
grew up in a household where every life was
cherished—where He learned to work with His hands,

to pray with His heart, and to treat every person as a
child of God.
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Later, that hidden formation blossomed in His public
witness. The adult Jesus stopped to heal the woman
with the hemorrhage (Mark 5:25-34), restored dignity
to the lepers (Luke 17:11-19), called the little children
to Himself saying “Let the children come to me; do not
prevent them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these” (Mark 10:14, NABRE), and looked with
compassion upon those whom others despised—the
Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:1-26), Zacchaeus
the tax collector (Luke 19:1-10), the thief on the cross
(Luke 23:39-43).

In every encounter, Jesus treated the person before Him
not as a problem to be solved, but as a soul to be loved.
That reverence was not abstract—it was concrete,
relational, and transformative. And it was first taught
and learned at his home in Nazareth.

Families today are called to live that same reverence in
the ordinary fabric of daily life:

- A child comes home in tears from bullying. Reverence
means more than saying “don’t worry.” It means saying:
“You are precious to God. No insult can take away your
dignity.”



- Dinner is device-free, showing each family member:
“You matter enough to have my full attention.”

- A grandparent moves in. Life gets complicated, but
children learn firsthand that the elderly are not a
burden but a blessing.

Reverence for life begins around the kitchen table, in
bedtime prayers, and in the tone we use with one
another. And from there it radiates outward, forming a
culture of life that shapes our parishes and society itself.

Guarding Childhood

St. John Paul II explains: “The right and duty of parents
to give education is essential, since it is connected with
the transmission of human life; it is original and
primary with regard to the educational role of others,
on account of the uniqueness of the loving relationship
between parents and children; and it is irreplaceable
and inalienable, and therefore incapable of being
entirely delegated to others or usurped by others”
(Familiaris Consortio, §36).

Parents, this means you are entrusted not only with
giving life but with protecting your children’s
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innocence. Our culture often rushes children into
adulthood—through media, sexualization, and peer
pressure. But childhood is sacred. It must be guarded so
that children can grow in wonder, imagination, play,
and prayer.

To serve life means to let our children be children, safe
in the embrace of family and faith. Protecting them from
what would steal their innocence is not sheltering them
from reality; it is preparing them to meet reality with
virtue and strength.

I11. Participating in the Development of Society

St. John Paul II teaches: “Since the Creator of all things
has established the conjugal partnership as the
beginning and basis of human society, the family is the
first and vital cell of society. It has vital and organic
links with society, because it is its foundation and
nourishes it continually through its role of service to
life: it is from the family that citizens come to birth, and
it is within the family that they find the first school of
the social virtues that are the animating principle of the
existence and development of society itself” (Familiaris
Consortio, §42).
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The family is the first and vital cell of society. Strong
families mean a strong society. When families live
virtue, society flourishes. When families break down,
society crumbles.

If we want to see how this role is exercised, we return to
Nazareth. There, in the daily work of Joseph the
carpenter, in Mary’s quiet labor of love, and in Jesus’
hidden years, Joseph and Mary shaped the values of him
who would save the world. Another virtue of the Holy
Family that I would like to highlight is diligence.

Diligence

Joseph worked day after day in his carpentry shop.
Mary kept house with modest means. Jesus Himself
grew in wisdom, age, and grace (Luke 2:52).

Diligence is lived in the ordinary:

- A mother folding laundry at midnight. God sees her
love in every folded shirt.

- A teenager mowing the lawn without being asked.
That small act builds virtue.
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- A family attending Sunday Mass together, despite
toddlers fidgeting and teenagers complaining. That
perseverance preaches louder, arguably, than any
homily.

Holiness is hidden in the everyday. Diligence doesn’t
look glamorous—it looks like showing up.

Protecting Society through Family

But diligence is also vigilance. Society pressures families
to let go of children too soon, leaving them to figure life
out on their own. But children without guidance are
vulnerable to ideologies, addictions, and despair.
Families that persevere in the daily work of love and
protection are safeguarding not only their own children
but the very health of society.

As St. John Paul Il reminds us: “The family has the
mission to guard, reveal and communicate love, and this
is a living reflection of and a real sharing in God’s love
for humanity and the love of Christ the Lord for the
Church his bride” (Familiaris Consortio, §17). When
families are diligent in living this mission, society itself
is renewed.
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IV. Sharing in the Life and Mission of the Church

Finally, the Christian family is a domestic church,
sharing in the priestly, prophetic, and kingly mission of
Christ. St. John Paul II explains: “The Christian family is
called to sanctify itself and to sanctify the ecclesial
community and the world” (Familiaris Consortio, §55).

If we want to see how this mission is lived, we look
again to Nazareth. The life of the Holy Family was
steeped in prayer, obedience to God’s law, and service
to one another. From this home flowed the mission of
Christ Himself. In our homes today, this mission takes
shape especially through the virtue of chaste love.

Chaste Love and Identity

Mary and Joseph lived a unique, chaste marriage
marked by purity, trust, and fruitfulness. Their witness
formed Jesus to honor women, respect boundaries, and
love without selfishness.

Our culture tells children that love is about pleasure and
using others. Families must be schools of authentic love.
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- Spouses live chaste love by fidelity, small daily
sacrifices, and guarding their hearts against lust,
resentment, and selfishness.

- Parents live chaste love by teaching their children that
love never uses another person, that real intimacy is
grounded in respect and commitment.

- Above all, children must learn that their deepest
identity is not in what they achieve or how they look,
but in being beloved sons and daughters of God.

St. John Paul II states it clearly: “The family has the
mission to guard, reveal and communicate love”
(Familiaris Consortio, §17). When families embody this
mission in chaste love, they proclaim Christ
prophetically in a world that is often confused.

Families who live chaste love and identity participate in
the priestly mission through prayer and sacrifice, the
prophetic mission by witnessing to authentic love, and
the kingly mission by serving one another and society.
In this way, the domestic church is not just a private
household but a living part of the Church’s evangelizing
mission.
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Conclusion: Families as Missionary Cells

Brothers and sisters, SEEK invites us to encounter
Christ and to live as His disciples. But discipleship
begins in the home.

- Families win their children for Christ by love, respect,
and faith.

- Families build children in reverence for life and in
diligent daily holiness.

- Families send their children with chaste love and a
strong identity into the world to share in Christ’s
mission.

As St. John Paul Il said: “In this way the Christian family
is called to be sanctified and to sanctify the ecclesial
community and the world” (Familiaris Consortio, §55).

Imagine a parish where every family lives these five
virtues. Respect at the kitchen table, faith in
uncertainty, diligence in daily tasks, reverence for every
life, and chaste love in relationships. That parish will
not only be alive, it will be a launchpad of
evangelization, sending missionary disciples into the
world.
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This is our call. This is our mission. Family, become
what you are!



