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Par ish Miss ion Statement  
 

We are a Roman Catholic Parish in a 
university community, joining students of all 

ages, joining people from all walks of life 
and from all corners of the world, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

EASTER VIGIL 

Thank you to all who have supported the parish and 

its ministries this year with their time, talent and 

treasure!  Trust that the Lord will not be outdone in 

generosity.   

 

As the pandemic has affected our attendance and 

offertory over the last two years, the parish finance 

council worked hard to trim the budget.  I am very 

happy to see that we are operating in the black since 

July.  Cuts were made to department budgets, part-

time positions, and Matthew 25 contributions.  Even 

the St. John HVAC project was temporarily delayed so 

as to work on balancing the budget.  We are now 

resuming the bidding and can move forward with that 

project.  And—with more people watching Mass 
online or on TV—our Outreach Mass ministry has 

expanded like never before!  Please visit our new 

website outreachmass.org for details. 

 

Although we are meeting our income expectations for 

this new fiscal year (July 2022+), please be generous 

with your Christmas and end-of-year giving.   

Why?  1. Our parish operations will run much 

smoother if we can expand next year’s budget and 

restore some of the things which were cut, such as 

part-time positions and interns.  2. With inflation and 

the rising cost of living, we need to provide our staff 

and teachers with a living wage by increasing their 

pay.  3. As our St. Thomas / St. John campus is large 

(and aging), we need to replace / upgrade 1-2% of our 

infrastructure yearly at the very least, and 1% is over 

$300K a year.  So the goal is to exceed our budget 

every year so as to avoid having to make a special 

appeal or fundraiser for every individual replacement 

project, roof, elevator, electrical or plumbing repair 

that is needed. 

 

As we come to the end of the Church Year, we think 

of the afterlife—celebrating saints and holy souls 

alike.  We are disciples of Jesus on mission for the 

evangelization and salvation of souls.  With Advent 

and a new year coming, let us pray for a greater 

appreciation of the privilege and duty that we have as 

Catholics to announce the Good News of Jesus 

Christ, Our Lord. 

 

Through the intercession of St. Thomas Aquinas and 

St. John the Evangelist, may God guide and protect us 

always!  

http://www.outreachmass.org/


Stewardship is familiar to most of us.  It is the call to 

share our time with God in prayer,  He asks us to 

share our gifts by participating in the life of the 

Church.  We are also asked to remember that 

everything we have received is a gift from God and 

should be shared generously.    

 

God has gifted all of us so that we can collaborate in 

continuing the redemptive work of Jesus.  Each of us is 

called to pray, participate and be generous in bringing 

the Good News to others. 

 

MANY opportunities are available!  Please go to 

elcatholics.org/service-and-outreach.  

Opportunities are listed for families, individuals, 
younger and older people!  Consider how you can 

share your gifts and sign up at the page above or use 

the form at elcatholics.org/ministries. 

Advent is Coming! 

 

The Church year ends on November 20 with the 

Feast of Christ the King.  The New Year begins on 

November 27 with the First Sunday of Advent.  This 

special liturgical season is NOT Christmas, rather it is 

a time to prepare the Way.   

 

All through November, we have been invited to 

ponder, are we living in a way that will take us to 

heaven?  How will you make sure your heart is open 

to receive a savior, God born as person, Jesus?   

 

One excellent way is to plan to go to reconciliation.  

A good examination of conscience and confession 

inspires us to chip away at the stoniness of our hearts 

and find the part of us that burns with love for Jesus.  

Reconciliation is offered 6 days a week.  The Parish 

Penance Service will be December 11, 1:30pm. 

 

Take time to slow down, to pray a little extra.  Use 

the Little Blue Book available each year because they 

offer  a good way to prepare!  Lots of other 

opportunities abound on the internet from Matthew 

Kelly and Advent 2.0 to the daily Gospel from Bishop 

Barron.  Finally, don’t forget that you have access to a 

rich treasure trove of material on FORMED.org. 

Welcoming New Members All Year! 
 

Thank you for being a community which supported 15 adults, 1 teen, and 6 children 

who were initiated into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil on April 16.   

 

Many thanks to Pete Ries for shepherding them and so many before!  He has 

been an amazing fisher of men and women.  Blessings to Pete in his retirement. 

 

These happy faces were made possible by someone inviting them to the faith.  

Do you know someone who would like to learn more about Jesus and walking in 

His ways?  Perhaps you know someone searching for meaning.  Reach out to Jen 

Brown, our new RCIA Director at jbrown@elcatholics.org or call 517-351-7215. 



New Parish Ministry 
 

The Walking with Moms in Need ministry exists to 

come alongside and support any pregnant or 

parenting woman in need. Our goal is to provide 

resources, mentorship, support, and friendship to a 

mom going through difficult circumstances. We are 

happy to literally walk with her.  The goal is to make 

St. Thomas and St. John known for being a place that 

women can come for help without judgement. 

 

We know the challenges can be immense for women 

in difficult or unexpected pregnancies, especially 
women in poverty.  Resource are available, but most 

of all these families need assistance, someone to walk 

alongside.  Here are the facts from the Health 

Department for 2021. 

 

 85.1% of the Michigan women who obtained an 

induced abortion were not married. 

 67.5% of the Michigan resident women obtaining 

induced abortions had a previous term 

pregnancy.  Of these women, 41.6% had at least 

two or more term pregnancies.  

 34.6% of Michigan residents receiving induced 

abortions were under 25 years of age, while 7.6 

percent were younger than 20 years old.  

 

Convincing women there is a better way 

requires everyone in the parish.  Each person in 

the pews should be able to get women known to 

them or that they hear about information that helps.   

 

Every parishioner should pick up the single page 

resource sheet with the most important resources 

for a mom-to-be to get help and be able to keep her 

baby.  You can also download it from 

elcatholics.org/walking-with-moms. 

 

An email has been set up for people to request help: 

wwmoms@elcatholics.org.  Business cards with 

the new email for requesting assistance and a QR 

code to reach our extensive resource webpage are 
also available.  Support this ministry by picking up a 

prayer card.  Please pray for Moms and that our 

parish becomes knowns as a place to go for help.   

Thank You Faithful Stewards! 

St. Joseph the Worker Guild 

 

"As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one 

another as good stewards of God's varied grace."  
(1 Pt 4:10) 

 

What identifies a steward? Safeguarding material and 

human resources and using them responsibly is one 

answer; so is generous giving of time in prayer, talent 

in participation and treasure shared generously. 

We, Christian stewards, receive God's gifts 

gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share them 

lovingly and return them with increase to the Lord. 

 

Like many other parts of the Parish, the Facilities 

Group has had a busy year.  We have always relied 

on volunteers in the St. Joseph the Worker Guild to 

assist us in some of the more time consuming 

projects:  lawn mowing and tending flower beds.  

Plus, there are always special projects.  The 

stewardship shown by the members of the  

St. Joseph Guild in keeping our campus beautiful has 

been magnificent.  We have a group of about a 

dozen parishioners who give anywhere from 3 to 10 

or more hours per week of their time to beautifying 

the grounds, plus the school families who have 

come out for a couple of clean up days. 

 
One example of their work is the creation of the 

Giving Wall at St. John.  A group of gifted 

woodworkers designed and built the brand new 

shelving unit from oak.  Other volunteers did all of 

the staining and sealing of the piece to keep it 

looking beautiful for a long time to come. 

 

Without all of this help, the limited facilities staff 

would be hard pressed to keep up.   Thank you to 

the St. Joseph the Worker Guild and all of the 

other people who help a little or a lot. 

 



 

The Outreach Mass 
 
Each week, our team at  

St. Thomas is responsible for 

filming, processing, captioning 

and distributing the Outreach 

Mass to TV stations in Lansing and Flint.  For many 

homebound people, this is their only opportunity to 

attend Mass and they are very appreciative.  Letters 

arrive every week in gratitude for the 

Outreach Mass. 

 

The Outreach Mass was designed, developed, and 

piloted by Saint Thomas Aquinas Parish in 1983/84. 

Today, the Outreach Mass is managed for the 

Diocese  by Fr. Gordon and Paul Lacroix, Executive 

Co-Producer and Lisa Whiting Dobson, Outreach 

Mass Director and Executive Co-Producer.  It is a 

privilege for our parish to manage this broadcast.  

Through parishioner 

generosity, the cameras have 

been upgraded and close-

captioning added providing a 

better experience for the 

viewers. 

 

The Outreach Mass is recorded 

at St. Thomas every Saturday at 4:30pm. It is 

distributed by broadcast TV, cable, and web.  Through 

this Mass, we have extended the walls of the Parish to 

include in our worshipping community those who are 

no longer physically able to attend Mass due to illness, 
injury, age, or incarceration.    

 

The Mass airs on television twice every Sunday 

morning at 6:00am and 10:00am on WLAJ-TV 

Lansing ABC 53 and at 10:00am on WBSF-TV Flint 

CW 46. The Mass and homilies are available live at 

4:30pm Saturdays or anytime after on the web at 

youtube.com/c/OutreachMass.   

 

As a parishioner, how can you support the 

Outreach Mass?  First by attending the 4:30pm 

Mass at St. Thomas.  Second, please let anyone you 

know, who is homebound temporarily or more 

permanently, about this opportunity.  Everyone is 

welcome in our digital community.   

 

Learn more on the Outreach Mass website,  

outreachmass@org .   There are archives of 

Masses, a link to support the ministry and much 

more! 

 

Do You Ever Get Confused?   
There Are So Many St. Vincent Groups! 
 

The Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVdP) is an 

international organization with Conferences in 

parishes all over the country.  While often connected 

to a parish, they are fiscally separate. Within our 

parish, there are TWO independent Conferences.  

 
The St. Thomas SVdP Conference provides 

non-food assistance.  This includes payments for 

housing, utilities, furniture and appliances, clothing, 

transport and other necessities. As Covid wanes, 

members will, once again, visit neighbors in need to 

assess their situations. St. Thomas SVdP also helps 

with costs of rehousing the homeless.  

 
The St. John’s SVdP Conference runs the  

St. John Church Food Cupboard more than 40 

Saturdays throughout the year.  They provide bags 

of groceries (dry-good and personal care items), 

produce, and a $10 Meijer gift card to neighbors in 

need.  Additionally, they have a Mobile Food 

Cupboard which delivers food and personal care 

items to needy MSU students and their families at 

multiple campus locations.  

 
The St. Vincent Thrift Store in Lansing is run 

by The Lansing District Council of the Society of  

St. Vincent de Paul. The STA SVdp has vouchers for 

clients to purchase items. The Store also provides 

financial support from their sales to parish SVdP 

conferences.  Your donations of goods make the 

store work and assist our neighbors. 

 
St. Vincent Catholic Charities is an independent 

organization based in the Diocese of Lansing. It is 

part of the Diocesan Catholic Charities and has no 

fiscal or administrative connection to our parish 

SVdP Conferences. St. Vincent Catholic Charities 

assists with adoptions, counseling services, refugee 

services and immigration law.  

 
Your donations fuel these ministries.  When 

making donations, please identify clearly whether 

you are supporting the St. Thomas or St. John 

Conference.  This year, there are new envelopes in 

your envelope packet to assist in making this clear.   

Donations for St. Vincent Catholic Charities need to 

be made directly to them, not through the church. 

 



We begin with the Introduction to Mass, all that 

happens from the opening hymn until the Collect.  

Honestly, our preparation should begin even before 

we come to church.  Good practices include: 

 Taking time to confess our sins regularly (to make 

room in our hearts for Jesus)  

 Fasting one hour before receiving Holy 

Communion 

 Reviewing the readings in advance (they are 

published each week in the bulletin) 

 Coming a few minutes early to recollect ourselves 

 

Our Mass has a Liturgy of the Word and a 

Liturgy of the Eucharist.  The Liturgy of 

the Word consists of three readings and 
a psalm.  Most Sundays, we have a first 

reading from the Old Testament followed 

by a Psalm. The second reading is from the various 

letters of the New Testament culminating in the 

Gospel.  The priest or deacon gives a homily to break 

open the word of God to prepare us to receive Jesus 

in the Eucharist and deepen our hunger for Him.  

 

The transitions between the Liturgy of the Word and 

the Liturgy of the Eucharist are the Profession of 

Faith, Universal Prayer and Offertory / 

Preparation of the Gifts.  Most often, we recite 

the Nicene Creed.  The creed is critical for knowing 

our faith and for reaffirming our baptismal 

promise to follow Christ.   

 

Having professed our faith, we lift up our 

needs to our Heavenly Father in the Universal 

Prayer or Prayer of the Faithful.  Notice that we 

pray for the salvation of the entire world and that the 

petitions start with the world at large, praying for the 

Church and national leaders and then moves to 

specific needs of the community such as for the parish, 

the sick, the suffering and the dying.   

 

Offertory: Lastly, as we transition to the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist, we bring our gifts of bread and wine to the 

altar to be prayed over in the Eucharistic Prayer.  This 

is the time to offer ourselves spiritually to God. Plus, 

we provide monetary offerings that the parish and its 
many ministries may flourish and that God—who is 

never outdone in generosity—may bless us in return.   

 

The beginning of the Liturgy of the Eucharist is the 

Eucharistic Prayer, blessing and offering the gifts of 

bread and wine at the altar.  Those gifts are 

consecrated using the words of Jesus at the Last 

Supper.  Notice how the priest genuflects after each 

consecration, recognizing that the bread and wine are 

now the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.  As we are 

participating in the once and eternal offering of God 

the Son to God the Father for the salvation of the 

world, the consecration is followed by a series of 

petitions to extend the saving power of this holy 

sacrifice to the living and dead throughout the world.   

 

The Holy Eucharist is then presented to the 

people.  We respond with a Great Amen. 
We are stating publically, we believe the 

True Presence of Jesus is here in the 

Blessed Sacrament.  This is no longer 

ordinary bread.  And this is critically important.  

Following the Great Amen, we ask for our “daily 

bread” by praying together the Our Father and 

exchanging a Sign of Peace. 

 

During the Communion Rite, we move forward to 

receive Jesus.  While in line, we bow in recognition of 

the True Presence of Jesus and make a throne for the 

Living God with our hands (if receiving in the hand).  

Otherwise, we receive Holy Communion on the 

tongue.  We affirm our belief in responding to “the 

Body of Christ” with “Amen” (so be it).   

 

Returning to our pews, we take time to silently 

welcome our Lord Jesus Christ into our hearts and 

give thanks for the opportunity to receive so great a 

visitor.  There are pre- and post-Communion prayers 

in the back of our hymnals to assist you.   

 

Mass finishes swiftly after the Communion Rite with 

the Concluding Rite so that we may take Jesus out 

to the world around us.  After the closing prayer and 

parish announcements, the clergy offer a greeting and 

final blessing.  Then, with a hymn, we 

continue our pilgrim journey by 

processing out of church to continue our 

service to God and neighbor. 

Connecting People Through the Mass 

What is Happening When We Go To Mass? 



The PPP Loan Forgiveness represents a 

federal loan for payroll for parish and school 

employees during the Covid 19 Epidemic 

during the 2020-2021 fiscal year.  However, 

the forgiveness of the loan in fiscal year 

2021-2022 inflates the income since the loan 

was a liability on the balance sheet.   

 

Taking this into account, the parish actually 

operated at a deficit.  The parish ended the 

fiscal year with a REAL NET LOSS of 

approximately $83,000.  Had Fr. Gordon 

and the Parish Finance Council not put into 

place significant cost reduction measures 

during the spring, this deficit would have 
been even larger.  

If you have any questions or would  

like clarification, please reach out to 

the Development Director,  

Keith Tharp 

at tharpenterprises2020@gmail.com. 

2021 - 2022 Financial Report as of June 30, 2022 

Parish Picnic 

St. John 



SETTING UP RECURRING GIVING WITH SAFE AND SECURE PUSHPAY 

WHY SHOULD I USE RECURRING GIVING? 

 Your tithe will be consistent. 

 Your giving information is secure.  Any personal or 

financial information you enter is encrypted using SSL 

security. 

 You have options and accessibility to donate easily to 

any ministry, organization or campaign. 

 You can see your payment history at anytime. 

 You can set up recurring giving on your schedule.   
 

WHAT PAYMENT METHODS ARE ACCEPTED? 
We accept donations from credit/debit cards as well as 

your Checking Account (our recommendation).  

 

While we’re happy to accept your donation by any means, 

Bank Account donations cost significantly less, allowing 

more of your gift to go towards ministry 

 

Make an Impact that Will Last for Generations.  When You Remember Your Parish 
After You Die, You Keep Our Churches Here to Serve 

 

The most simple way to remember your parish after you die is to include us as a memorial.  Make sure your heirs know 

that you would like to request that people donate to St. Thomas & St. John in lieu of flowers.  Another popular option 

for people on fixed income is to include a bequest in your will or living trust. You may leave a percentage share of your 

estate or specify a dollar amount.  

 

But this type of planning also can encompass much more than a simple bequest. With the goals of providing for your 

loved ones, reducing taxes and remembering worthy causes, there are a variety of techniques available that have mutual 

benefit to you, your community and  

St. Thomas / St. John, both now and into the future. 

 

 Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) 

 Charitable Trusts 

 Life Insurance 

 Real Estate Remainder Interest 

 Retirement Fund 

 

Each of these tools works a little differently.  Our 

Development Director, Keith Tharp is happy to sit 

down with you, free of charge and explain the 

individual tools and advantages.   

 

Let us help you leave a legacy to your Catholic 

Community. Your gift will live on forever.   

Call Keith Tharp at 517-351-7215 or email tharpenterprises2020@gmail.com. 

Annual Summer Day Camp Visited 
by a Black Hawk Helicopter. 

Midnight Mass, Dec. 31  
Mary, Mother of God 

New Doors Installed at  
St. John. 

IT IS EASY TO SWITCH TO PUSHPAY!   
Go to pushpay.com/g/elcatholics on your phone, 

tablet or computer. Note how much you want to give and 

how often (one time or recurring).  When you set up a 

recurring payment, you choose your interval and the date 

you would like it withdrawn by changing the “Starting” 

date.  “Choose Fund” such as Online Offertory, click 

“Next” and you are ready to login to their secure 

payment platform! 

 

THE EVEN EASIER WAY 
Contact either Jennifer or Denise in the St. John Office.  

They are happy to set it up for you in 3 minutes or 

less!  Call 517-337-9778.   

 

If you have any questions, need help to make the switch 

yourself or manage your account, please call or email 

jennthelen@elcatholics.org or dzakerski@elcatholics.org. 
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If you would like to support the parish and the work we do, please donate online at  

elcatholics.org/givin g, by mail or better yet, drop off a check and stay for Mass!   We’d love to see you. 

Do You Ever Wonder How to  

BE MORE HAPPY? 
 

Join us for this life changing presentation 
on how to attain true happiness. 

 
Really!  This can help you  

FIND JOY and SATISFACTION. 

COMING SATURDAY,  
FEBRUARY 11 

Kicking Off in December 
 

Jesus is coming to us this Christmas – and a weary 

world is rejoicing.   
 

All gifts up to $100,000 will be doubled! 
 

DOUBLE your giving and DOUBLE your impact. 


