
1919 North 2nd Street, Bismarck, ND 58501-1735
email:  info@corpuschristibismarck.com
website:  www.corpuschristibismarck.com
facebook: www.facebook.com/CorpusBismarck

Parish Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255-4600
Parish Fax. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  255-4616

Parish Office is open 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday

For Sacramental Emergencies after office hours, 
please call 701-425-1483 and leave a message.

We will return your call in a timely manner.

Rev. Paul D. Becker, Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . .  255-4600 (ext. 203)
Rev. Raphael Obotama, Parochial Vicar 255-4600 (ext. 211)
Rev. Terry Wipf, Parochial Vicar . . . . . . . . . 255-4600 (ext. 218) 
Tracy Kraft, Parish Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . 255-4600 (ext. 212) 

PASTORAL MINISTERS 
Cindy Anderst, Pastoral Care . . . . . . . . . . . 255-4600 (ext. 205)
Jennifer Braun, Music Ministry . . . . . . . . . 255-4600 (ext. 209)
Melanie Konieczka, Faith Formation  . . . 255-4600 (ext. 219)
Sr. Idelle Badt, Pastoral Care  . . . . . . . . . . . 255-4600 (ext. 207)
Sr. Ivo Schoch, Outreach Ministry . . . . . . 255-4600 (ext. 208)

DEACONS: Michael Fix, Lonnie Grabowska, Rex McDowall

PARISH SUPPORT STAFF
Loretta Arntz, Bookkeeper  . . . . . . . . . . .  255-4600 (ext. 201) 
Jane Bosch, Kitchen Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255-4600
Niel Heinze, Maintenance Technician  . . . . . . . . . . . 255-4600
Bridget Johnson, Administrative Secretary . . . . . . 255-4600
Kathy Silbernagel, Receptionist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255-4600

  MISSION STATEMENT
As disciples of Jesus, we live our faith 
through Word, Sacrament, and Service.

CHURCH OF CORPUS CHRISTI

PARISH BULLETIN DEADLINE:  Articles must be 
received by noon on Wednesdays (typed format).

PRAYER TREE:  255-4600

May 3, 2020
SACRAMENTS

 Reconciliation - Reconciliation will be offered 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. on Saturday behind a screen or by 
appointment by calling the parish office at 701-255-4600.
 Baptism - The Baptism Preparation Program and 
Schedule are by arrangement.  Please call the office at 255-
4600 to register prior to your delivery date and the program 
director will return your call.  Parents must be registered at 
Corpus Christi or have permission from their parish.
 Marriage - Couples planning to be married should 
call the parish office at 255-4600 at least 12 months in 
advance.  Completion of required paperwork and taking the 
FOCCUS premarital inventory is also needed this early. There 
will be no FOCCUS session until further notice. Contact the 
Parish Office to schedule an appointment with Deacon Lonnie 
Grabowska.
 Natural Family Planning Classes are offered by the 
Bismarck Diocese. The methods offered are Billings Ovulation 
Method, Creighton Model Fertility Care System, Marquette 
Model and Sympto-Thermal Methods. If you have questions 
about NFP please contact the Diocese of Bismarck at 222-
3035 or www.bismarckdiocese.com/nfp.
 RCIA Classes - Persons wishing to learn more about 
the Catholic faith may call Tracy Kraft at 255-4600.

Please check the Bulletin Insert 
on the new guidelines for holding 

Church Services. The church building 
will continue to be open for private 
prayer from 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., 7 

days a week. Also, the Chapel will be 
accessible 24 hours a day. 



FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                                          MAY 3, 2020

CONTRIBUTIONS (GENERAL FUND) - (2,337 households)
Adult Envelopes (100) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,419.00
Youth Envelopes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $         0.00
TOTAL RECEIVED (April 26) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $15,419.00
       1st Sunday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $16,273.86
       Online Giving Week 1 (April 1-5) . . . . . . . . $  4,767.00
       Electronic Contributions (138) . . . . . . . . . . $14,398.68    

2nd Sunday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $25,359.00                
       Online Giving Week 2 (April 6-12) . . . . . . . $  3,266.33

3rd Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $26,658.00
Online Giving Week 3 (April 13-19). . . . . . $  3,662.33          

       Electronic Contributions (98) . . . . . . . . . . . $10,565.68                    
4th Sunday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,419.00

        Online Giving Week 4 (April 20-26) . . . . . . $  6,342.00 
       

We appreciate your generosity which is part of being  
faithful stewards of Corpus Christi. 

THANK YOU for your generosity in fill-
ing the bags and bringing them back to 
the church space. We wouldn't be able 
to offer this program without your 
faithful monetary and food donations. 
Corpus Christi's Emergency Food Pan-

try will stay open on Monday and Thursday afternoons 
at this time.  If you are in need of the food pantry, 
please call on those days between 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 
p.m. and we will take your information and make up a 
basket for you to pick up between 1:00 - 1:30 p.m. Any 
monetary or non-perishible food donations are need-
ed in order for this outreach ministry to continue.

Food Pantry needs for May:
  Canned Meat & Canned Fruit

Marriage Moments: During this time of the corona-
virus many couples have more time together because  
physical distancing has cancelled many social activ-
ites.  Yes, you can watch movies, but perhaps also take 
time to reminisce together.  Go through old photo al-
bums, letters, memories...
Parenting Pointers: "May Day!" It can be a call for 
help or a time for enjoying nature.  Maybe do a little 
of each with your child this weekend.

He knows our voice, our walk, our lot.  This fourth 
Sunday of Easter offers us the familiar image of the 

Good Shepherd, but with a peculiar twist.  The usual pic-
ture shows the shepherd seeking what was lost or pro-
tecting his flock.  Today, the camera changes perspective 
and we look at the story from the eyes of the sheep.  We 
are told that the sheep knows the voice of the shepherd, 
that there is a very deep and personal relationship be-
tween the two.  The sheep hear and know the special 
voice of the One who cares for them.  This view of the 
Good Shepherd presents us with a challenge:  How well 
do I know that voice?  Do I give myself the opportunity to 
listen to it?  Have I taken my relationship with the Shep-
herd for granted?  God wants us to be in the closest of 
relationships with Him.  But every relationship has two 
sides.  How much do we give to make the relationship 
work?  Perhaps it's time to listen and hear Jesus' voice 
call us once again.

Choosing the better part.  Every church is blessed 
with some of God's tireless workers, serving Him and 

His children with busy hands and open hearts. They work 
so efficiently and so humble that we often lose sight of 
them entirely, taking their service for granted.  This week, 
let's remember those who have taken the harder part, 
those blessed "Marthas." Let's stop a moment to lend 
them a hand, giving them a chance to sit and worship as 
well, sharing in Mary's "better part."

ELECTRONIC GIVING
Corpus Christi offers the option of 
Electronic Contributions as a simple 
way to contribute.  This would 

allow you the freedom from worry or concern whether you are 
out of town, on vacation or wondering how to budget your 
contributions.  Please  stop by the office to fill out the form.

Corpus Christi now offers MY OWN CHURCH 
to update member information, set your privacy 

settings, make a donation to the church and 
access your giving history.  

www.corpuschristibismarck.com/my-own-church

Weekly Mass Intentions

Monday, May 4- VPhyllis Smith
Tuesday, May 5- VQuirin Friese, VGrace Tate

Wednesday, May 6- VMr. & Mrs Peter Mattern (7:00 a.m.)
VDella Hulm (12:10 p.m.)

Thursday, May 7- VLeonard Combs (7:00 a.m.)
Judy & Jerry Feist (12:10 p.m.)

Friday, May 8- VRose Gabriel (7:00 a.m.)
Phyllis Lentz (12:10 p.m.)

 Saturday, May 9- VDaphne Duttenhefer
Sunday, May 10- VDon Prouty (8:30 a.m.) 

Dennis & Rita Mastel (10:45 a.m.)



CHURCH OF CORPUS CHRISTI                      BISMARCK, ND

Please check your page at:
 Facebook.com/CorpusBismarck

Stewardship Thoughts:  Christian stewardship takes 
a positive view on money.  It sees money not only as 
a medium of exchange, but as a symbol of the person 
who has it.  We are revealed through the actions of 
how we acquire it, use it, and share it. 

Vocation Views: Whose voice will you follow - the 
Good Shepherd's or a strangers? Pray for a listening 
heart.  (John 14:1-12)

Please watch our Website: 
www.corpuschristibismarck.com

or our Facebook Page
Facebook.com/CorpusBismarck

 for updates on any cancellations or 
postponements as this will change on a day to 
day basis as we receive directives from the 

Diocese of Bismarck. 
The health and safety of our parishioners and 
employees is our top priority as we try to be 
available for the spiritual needs of our Corpus 

Christi Community.

We will post an updated bulletin every week 
on the Corpus Christi website and will place a 
limited amount of bulletins at the entrances 

to the church.

LIVESTREAMING

We are offering 3 different options to 
watch our 7:00 a.m. Masses: Facebook Live, 
YouTube, or a direct link from our webpage.  

You can go to our website at:
www.corpuschristibismarck.com 

1. Click on the rolling slide for the Livestream 
(This will be live at the time of the Mass. Also, 
there are archives of all the services at the 
bottom of the livestream page.) 

2. Scroll down on the home page and watch 
Facebook Live. (This can be watched at the 
time of Mass or anytime during the day.) 

3. Click on the rolling slide for the YouTube 
Channel - this will be uploaded after the 
Mass is finished (This can be watched at your 

convenience.)

COLD & FLU 
SEASON  

We encourage you to 
remain healthy at this 
time by taking the 
following precautions.  
- Stay home if you are 
feeling ill.
- Use hand sanitizer 

- The hospitals and nursing homes are not 
allowing visitors of any kind.  Please pray for the 
sick, the vulnerable, and their loved ones.    

Rocky Railway 
Vacation Bible School 

2020

We are unable to 
hold Vacation Bible School this 

Spring. We look forward to 
seeing you in the fall 
at Faith Formation!

Check out the Mass 
Intention Calendar 
and the Prayer Wall 

at the West Entrance 
to see who is in need 
of prayers for healing 

and strength. 



You can help us during the COVID-19 Pandemic.
During this challenging time, we depend on online donations 
to continue our ministry. Use OnlineGiving from your 
computer, smartphone or tablet to set up a recurring 
donation or make a one-time gift.  

Go to:  www.corpuschristibismarck.com and click on the 
"Online Giving Button" on the home page of the Parish Website.

With Online Giving, you have options to give to different funds 
(General Fund, Food Pantry, Building Maintenance).  

You can set up one-time payments or recurring payments.  
This can be done with a credit or debit card or an automatic withdrawal from your bank account.

If you have any questions or need help setting this up, please call the office at 701-255-4600.

SIGN UP FOR FREE AT FORMED.ORG/SIGNUP

PICK OF THE WEEK
T H E  W I L D  G O O S E
Father Dave Pivonka
The Wild Goose is a work of the Holy Spirit, 
which is awakening in the hearts of all those 
participating God’s love and transforming 
power. As you walk through this series, pray for 
the Spirit to breathe life into your heart.

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE

A Faith Community Nurse is another term for a Parish Nurse! We are licensed registered nurses in the state of North Dakota 
and our goal is to minister to the physical, spiritual and emotional needs of the congregation.  Faith Community Nursing is a 
specialty practice of community/public health nursing.  As your Parish Nurses, some of the complimentary services we have 
offered and will continue to offer include:  Health Education Sessions, Health Tips in Bulletin, Outreach,  Referrals to 
Community Services, Blood Pressure Screenings and  Communicating with Client’s Physician.

You can contact Laura or Linda by calling the church at 701-255-4600 
or by email at parishnurse@corpuschristibismarck.com.

DIOCESE OF BISMARCK GUIDELINES FOR HOLDING CHURCH SERVICES
Masses will resume next week, but social distancing standards must be strictly observed.  

Therefore, Corpus Christi will resume our regular daily mass scheule beginning May 6th and 
our regular weekend schedule beginning May 9th.  

Please read the Bulletin Insert to understand and follow the new guidelines. 



Prayer Request 

Bishop Kagan has offered new directives for the offering of mass, in light of the 
Governors modification of Covid-19 restrictions.  To this end, the dispensation 
from the obligation to attend and participate at Mass on Sundays and Holy Days 
remains in effect until further notice for all who may be hesitant or afraid at this 
time to be in larger gatherings.  Parishes will continue to provide the opportunity 
to view Mass online. 
 
If you or anyone in your household is sick in any way or is in one of the more 
vulnerable groups of persons at a higher risk of contracting the COVID-19, please 
stay at home until such time as you or that person is able to return to Church for 
Mass. 
 
Masses will resume next week, but social distancing standards must be strictly 
observed.  Therefore, Corpus Christi will resume our regular daily mass schedule 
beginning May 6th and our regular weekend schedule beginning May 9th.  The 
following guidelines must be observed: 

 
A. Hand sanitizer is available at all of the church entrances and should be 

used upon entering the building.   
B. Family households may sit together in one pew and all other persons 

must maintain social distancing in Church; from front to back.  
Therefore, every other pew will be left empty. 

C. The collection will not be taken in the customary manner.  Baskets will 
be available in front of the ambo and near the altar.  Please drop your 
offering in the baskets before mass begins.  There will be no children’s 
collection at this time. 

D. Holy Communion will continue to be distributed under the sacred species 
of the Consecrated Host only, and Holy Communion is to be received in 
the hand only.  Only the priest and deacon are allowed to distribute 
communion. 

E. Parishioners should not congregate in the gathering spaces or pews 
before or after mass. 
 

In order for us to maintain proper social distancing standards, multiple rooms will 
be used for mass and limited seating will be available so once we have reached our 
social distance capacity, we will have to ask people to attend another mass or 
watch the livestream mass from home. 
 
New liturgical schedules will be emailed and posted to the Corpus Christi website 
under the Ministry tab next on Monday, May 4th. 

 
To review the entire letter from Bishop Kagan, please see the home page of our 
website. 

www.Corpuschristibismarck.com 

COVID-19 GUIDELINES FOR HOLDING CHURCH SERVICES (MAY-2020)



Sunday, May 03, 2020
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER; GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY
Follow the leader
When we were kids, playing “follow the leader” was easy. One
child was designated as the pattern to imitate, and we just did
whatever they did. In these days of crisis, it can seem harder to
tell who the designated leader is. Is it the president or the pope,
the pastor or the medical expert? Do we do what our parents
advised, or listen to the recommendations of trusted friends?
What do we do when media experts disagree? If we call ourselves
Christians, then Christ is the ultimate authority for our values and
criteria. Make a verse of scripture your daily companion.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 2:14a, 36-41; 1 Peter 2:20b-25; John 10:1-10
(49). “For you had gone astray like sheep, but you have now
returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.”

Monday, May 04, 2020
EASTER WEEKDAY
Stand your ground
“The shepherd cannot run at the first sign of danger,” said Father
Stanley Rother, and he didn’t, which made him a martyr in 1981
in civil war-torn Guatemala. Even though he knew his name was
on a death list, this priest from Oklahoma stayed with the people
he had been serving since 1968, during which time he built a
farmer’s co-op, a school, a hospital, and a radio station. He was
beatified in 2017. Learn more about this inspiration for faith in the
book The Shepherd Who Didn’t Run.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 11:1-18; John 10:11-18 (279). “A good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”

Tuesday, May 05, 2020
EASTER WEEKDAY
Keep things in context
Catholics celebrate 50 days of Easter with a special emphasis on
the Gospel of John. But with the Gospel of John comes a
particular concern. At Mass, we hear—amid the evangelist’s
poetic prose—some jarring references to “the Jews.” Historically,
such language sadly led to a legacy of hate and harm. With anti-
Semitism making headlines again, look to the short Vatican II
document called Nostra aetate. It honors the Jewish people as
our faithful forebears, tapping a truth right out of John 10: Jesus
was an observant. Honor our religious ancestors by learning more
about them.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 11:19-26; John 10:22-30 (280). “Jesus
walked about in the temple area.”

Wednesday, May 06, 2020
EASTER WEEKDAY
Follow the Light
“This Little Light of Mine” has been young Christians’ joyful
favorite for nearly a century. It has also been an anthem for civil
and human rights movements. For people of faith, we who believe
that Jesus has come into the world as light, the song serves as a
directive to allow God’s light to shine through the example of our
lives. Reflect today on the example you have set during difficult
times. Have you given into darkness and despair or served as a
beacon of hope and support for those around you?

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 12:24—13:5a; John 12:44-50 (281). “I have
come into the world as light, to keep anyone who believes in me
from remaining in the dark.”

Thursday, May 07, 2020
EASTER WEEKDAY
A masquerade to take seriously
In today’s gospel Jesus says, “Whoever receives the one I send,
receives me.” It is in keeping with our tradition to see the poor,
the migrant, the refugee as sent by God to stretch our hearts and
open us to the Good News. Mother Teresa often referred to
seeing Jesus “in the distressing disguise of the poor.” Indeed, how
distressing it is to see the suffering being endured by those with
the least. Take a step today to “receive” Jesus in the disguise of
the poor.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 13:13-25; John 13:16-20 (282). “Amen,
amen, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and
whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.”

Friday, May 08, 2020
EASTER WEEKDAY
Youthful mystic
Imagine growing up with a saint in your hometown! New Jersey-
native Teresa Demjanovich, honored today, was like many young
people with responsibility for caring for aging parents while also
getting an education and a job. She then became a religious sister
but died just two years later at age 26. Known as a prayerful,
holy woman, Teresa was deeply spiritual and considered a
mystic. “Our heart is the compass that magnetically follows the
north star of desire,” Teresa wrote. “To locate my treasure I have
but to unearth the lodging of my desires.” As you pray this day,
consider how God is leading you through your heart and desires.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 13:26-33; John 14:1-6 (283). “Do not let
your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in
me.”

Saturday, May 09, 2020
EASTER WEEKDAY
Light a fuse!
Peter Maurin, who founded the Catholic Worker movement with
Dorothy Day, was born on this day in 1877. He longed for a
world where it would be easier for people to be good to each
other. While he was the visionary, Day translated his ideals of
justice into practical actions: a newspaper, houses of hospitality,
and farms. He found “dynamite” in the gospels, which could
solve the problems of society if someone would “blow the lid
off.” Day lit the fuse, and their flame continues today in Catholic
Worker houses.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 13:44-52; John 14:7-14 (284). “The one
who believes in me . . . will do greater works than these.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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with the following credit: Reprinted with permission from TakeFiveForFaith.com. Scripture citations from the New American Bible Revised
Edition. For more information about TAKE FIVE and our regular contributors, go to PrepareTheWord.com. Free daily email and app
available online at TakeFiveForFaith.com/subscribe.
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Why does God let us suffer?

Why do Catholics call 
Pentecost the “birthday 
of the Church?”

One Minute 
Meditations

St. Rita of Cascia 
Born in 1381 near Spoleto, Italy, St. 

Rita was known 
for her holiness 
and charity 

from a young 
age. She wanted 
to be a nun 
but was forced 
into marrying when she 
was twelve. Unfortunately, 
her husband was cruel and 

violent. After eighteen years, 
she was widowed. Following 
the deaths of her sons, she 
finally entered the convent, 
where she became known 
for her piety, kindness, and 
humility. She is the patron 
saint of impossible causes. 

Honor Mary 
Jesus performed his first 

public miracle because his 
Mother asked. He said “no” at 
first, but his mother asked for 
help. The Bible is clear—Jesus 
listens to his Mother.

“Have no anxiety at all, but 
in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, 
make your requests known to 
God. Then the peace of God 
that surpasses all 
understanding 
will guard your 
hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus.” 
(Philippians 

4:6)

© Copyright 2020 Success Publishing & Media, LLC  All Rights Reserved

When we watch a loved one suffer 
– or suffer ourselves – hearing “it’s 
God’s will,” can feel unsatisfying. The 
implication is that God directs us like 
chess pieces, and bad things result. In 
fact, germs, atmospheric conditions, 
human error, or just plain chance 
account for what is often outside of our 
control. It helps 
to remember 
that God 
is always 
present, he 
wills our 
good, and 
evil is not of 
his doing.
God is always 

present. 
Our Father 
loves us deeply, cares about our 
concerns right down to the hairs 
on our heads (Matthew 10:30). He 
urges us to respond well to a world 
we can’t control. If we let him, God 
will enable us to learn and grow 

through our experiences, no matter 
how overwhelming or 

unpleasant. 
God wills our good. It 
is not God’s will that 
we suffer. The ways 
of the world aren’t 
always in harmony 
with his will. 
However, his plan for 
us will bring us the 
ultimate good. He 
loves us with true 
love and wants us 
prepped and ready 
for Heaven.
God doesn’t make 

evil. What we see as 
evil in the world, God 

can use for good. When 
we cooperate with him, 

suffering becomes meaningful, struggle 
worthwhile, victory affirming, and 
even the acceptance of what we cannot 
overcome life-giving, as they were for 
Jesus.

On the feast of Pentecost, 
the Apostles were in the 
Upper Room where they 
held the Passover 
with Jesus. All of 
a sudden, the Holy 
Spirit descended on the 
Apostles in the form of 
wind and fire. “And they 
were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance” 

(Acts 2:4). 
Then the Apostles were 

emboldened and rushed out to 
preach the Gospel and baptized 
3,000 people. We call this the 

“birthday” of the Church because 
this is the day when the Holy Spirit 

made the Church visible to the world. 

Church of Corpus Christi



This Gospel shows us a glimpse of 
how most of the disciples spent their 
first Easter Sunday – hiding in fear. 
They were terrified the 
Romans would find them 
and execute them. What if 
the Resurrection really 
happened as Mary 
Magdalene said? What 
if Jesus came looking for 
them? Would he punish 
them for abandoning him 
when they should have stayed? 
Yet, Jesus appeared to them within 

the locked room and spoke words of 
peace. He wasn’t a ghost; his glorified 
body wasn’t limited by the physical 
world. He showed them his wounds as 

“the living proof” of the Resurrection. 
Imagine the Apostles’ great relief at 
having their Friend back. Jesus did 
come looking for them, not in anger, 

but offering his forgiveness. 
Instead of punishing 
them, Jesus gave them a 
mission and the Holy 
Spirit to help them. 
He said, “Whose sins 

you forgive are forgiven 
them, and whose sins you 
retain are retained” (John 

20:23), establishing the Sacrament 
of Penance. Having authority to forgive 
sins, the Apostles and their successors 
could continue Jesus’ work after he 
returned to Heaven. 

  from
                criptureS
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Celebrations
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Jesus understands

May 12 – Sts. Nereus and Achilleus 
(1st century). Not much is known 
about them, but it is certain they were 
Roman soldiers under the Emperor 
Trajan. They converted to Christianity, 
were exiled from Rome, and eventually 
martyred. 
May 14 – St. Matthias the Apostle 

(1st century). Chosen by lot to replace 
Judas Iscariot, St. Matthias is only 
mentioned once in Scripture, but had 
accompanied Jesus and the Twelve 
from the beginning. He spent his life 
preaching the Good News until his 
martyrdom. 

In the Old 
Testament, the Ark 
of the Covenant was 
covered in blue (or 
“violet”) fabric for 
traveling (Numbers 
4:5-6). God’s Presence 
would “rest” on the Ark 
as a king sits on his throne 
(Exodus 25:22). 
When Mary agreed to be the Mother 

of Jesus (i.e. God), she became his 
living “resting place.” In art, Mary’s 
blue mantle signals she is the new Ark 
of the Covenant.  
Blue also indicates Mary’s royal 

status. Jesus is the King of Heaven 
making Mary the Queen Mother. In 
Biblical times, the mother (not the 
wife) of the king was the queen. She 
wasn’t as powerful as the king, but her 
intercession with him had significant 
influence. 
Mary is not God, but her intercessory 

prayers for us are powerful because she 
is Jesus’ mother. When we consider 
that Mary is also our mother by grace, 
her blue mantle invites us to entrust 
our concerns to her. Rather than an 
obstacle to Jesus, Mary leads us directly 
to him by a sure, safe path. 

Q
&
A

Why is Mary 
pictured with a blue 
mantle?
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“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has 
similarly been tested in every way, yet without sin” 
(Hebrews 4:15). It is astounding to think that 
in his human nature, Jesus experienced fear 
and suffering, just like we do. Even better, he 
wants to help.
Fear. Early in his life, soldiers hunted him 

down to kill him. His neighbors threatened 
him with harm when they didn’t like his 
teaching. He endured a horrific Passion. 
Jesus coped by relying on prayer, grace, and 

confidence in his Father’s will. He showed us how so 
we can endure, as well.

Suffering. During his crucifixion, Jesus became 
sick, dehydrated, and exhausted as his body 
began to shut down. Once on the Cross, 
it became harder and harder for him to 

breathe. In fact, throughout his life, Jesus 
experienced how it feels for a body to fail. 

He knows how it feels to die. When we are 
sick and suffering, we can turn to him for a 
cure, or the grace and strength to accept his 
will. All we have to do is ask.

May 18 - Pope St. John I (526). Born 
in Tuscany, Italy, John was elected 
pope in 523 while a deacon. His visit 
to Constantinople restored peace with 
the Eastern Church yet raised political 
suspicions. Arrested by King Theodoric, 
he died in prison. 
May 21 – Solemnity of the Ascension 

of the Lord (1st century). This 
solemnity marks the completion of 
Jesus’ mission of 
salvation and 
his triumphant 
entry into 
Heaven. Note: In 
many dioceses, 
observance of 
Ascension has been 
moved to the following 
Sunday. 




