
 
Dear Mount Carmel Community,  
 
We walk by faith. We learn without end.  We care for and treasure all.  We are the family of God. 
These are the words that our school commits to living by.  We are opposed to hatred and inequality of 
any kind.  We are opposed to any kind of bigotry.  We stand for equality for all of God’s children.  
 
After days of social justice rallies in cities across America, including our own Asbury Park, we feel the 
need to speak out in some way.   We are horrified by the examples of racism in our country, and by 
the refusal of some to acknowledge or be moved by its devastating effects.  If we were to remain 
silent at this time, we believe we would imply that we are complicit in the support of the status quo. 
There is a time to speak and a time to remain silent. We are compelled to speak at this time. 
 
We acknowledge our position as a lighthouse of faith and learning for the children of Asbury Park and 
the surrounding communities.  We are blessed to spend time everyday learning and growing with the 
children, all children.  Our goal is to make sure that every child leaves Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
School as a better person, empowered to be a responsible, kind, and productive member of the 
community.  To be an example of Jesus for others. 
 
Several members of our school community participated in Monday’s Justice for George Floyd rallies 
earlier in the week.  They were humbled to stand with others against the injustices of systematic 
racism.  
 
Given our unique opportunities to work with children on a daily basis, it is our responsibility to 
communicate with our students about their rights for equality, freedom, safety, and personal dignity in 
all situations.  We continue to work to provide for their educational, social, spiritual, and emotional 
needs.  
 
As our nation works to address the problems with race and social inequality, we understand that we 
have a responsibility to work toward addressing it too.  While we do not have all of the answers yet, 
we are a committed group of educators who will do what we can to fight against racism and inequality 
in all situations.  We remain committed to the families of Our Lady of Mount Carmel School.  
 
 

Theresa Craig Fr. Miguel Virella, SVD 
Principal Pastor 

 

 


