
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

As Director of Cemeteries for the Diocese, I hear some very sad stories. Among the 

most gut-wrenching – and I have heard this more than once – are the stories in which 

a faithful parishioner, a daily Mass-goer, dies but is never given a funeral Mass or 

burial in a Catholic cemetery. Sometimes this happens because the survivors are 

estranged from the Church and have no idea how important it is to pray for someone 

at their death. And perhaps they have no idea what mom or dad would have wanted, 

because it was never discussed. 

Please help prevent this scenario from happening. Write out your wishes. It can be as 

simple as: “When the time comes, please have a funeral Mass said for me, followed by 

burial in a Catholic cemetery.” Or you can go into more detail. Include your wishes as 

an attachment in an email to your family, and print them out and put them with your 

important papers.  

To make it even more certain that your wishes will be followed, and to ease the 

burden of decision making for your family, visit your Catholic cemetery and make 

your arrangements. If you pay for your own arrangements, your wishes are more likely 

to be honored. And your family will be saved from the stress that comes with making 

expensive decisions about unfamiliar items while grieving. 

Let’s talk money for a minute. Funerals are expensive. But like weddings, they are 

profound moments in the life of any family. Unless you’re Tom Sawyer, you only get 

one funeral. It is ok to spend a little bit more than absolutely necessary because this is 

such an important occasion. The Catholic way is to be buried, not cremated, even 

though burial can cost more. When Pope Paul VI ‘allowed’ cremation in 1963, he 

charged bishops with the responsibility “to ensure that the faithful refrain from 

cremation and not discontinue the practice of burial except when forced to do so 

by necessity.” This is the teaching of the Church. This has been the practice of the 

Church since the beginning. Note that embalming is not required (unless you have 

chosen a crypt in one of our mausoleums). 



Another sad situation is when cremated remains are left unburied. The Church 

teaches, “the ashes of the faithful must be laid to rest in a sacred place, that is, in a 

cemetery.” Scattering, retaining, mingling, and dividing cremated remains are all 

specifically rejected by the Catholic Church. To help families who may not know what 

to do with cremated remains in their possession, I run a periodic event called Lay 

Them to Rest, which offers free burial of cremated remains on sacred ground. You can 

find more information about that at madisondiocese.org/rest. 

When you are ready to make your cemetery plans, our expert family service advisors 

can help you understand all your options and find the right choices for you. Despite 

the recent rise in inflation, we have been able to keep our financing options interest-

free. Consider making your plans if your youngest child has just left home, or you 

have recently retired, or you are reviewing your will and estate plans, or you know that 

your health will deteriorate in the near future. Your family will be glad you did. 

Sincerely, 

 

Damian Lenshek 

Director of Cemeteries 

Diocese of Madison 

 

 


