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“I promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, 
in sickness and in health. 

I will love you and honor you all the days of my life.” 



Marital Bliss
What a joy it is to me to introduce this incredible compilation of marital experience and wisdom. 
In the pages ahead, you will read of 81 couples married for 50 years – representing over 4,000 
years of marriage! The respondents completed a short survey sharing their stories and lessons 
learned in the hopes that it will benefit those already married or considering marriage in the 
future. What emerges is a picture of true marital bliss that is only possible this side of heaven 
because of the steadfast commitment of love and faith kept by each of these couples. 

Qué alegría es para mí presentar esta increíble compilación de experiencia y sabiduría 
matrimonial. En las páginas siguientes, leerá acerca de 81 parejas casadas durante 25 y 50 años, 
lo que representa más de 4,000 años de matrimonio! Las parejas completaron una breve encuesta 
compartiendo sus historias y lecciones que han aprendido con la esperanza de que beneficiará a 
aquellos que ya están casados o que están considerando casarse en el futuro. Lo que emerge es 
una imagen de la verdadera felicidad marital que solo es posible de este lado del cielo gracias al 
compromiso inquebrantable de amor y de fe de cada uno de estos matrimonios.

Here are some interesting facts for the 81 responding couples:

•	 The average number of children per couple is 4. The largest family includes 10 children.

•	 The average number of grandchildren per couple is 8.5. John and Margaret Walz have 
the largest number of grandchildren at 58.

The survey questions asked of each couple included:

•	 How did you meet one another?

•	 What did you love most about each other when you were engaged?

•	 What did you find to be most challenging in your marriage? 

•	 What helped you most to overcome these challenges?

•	 What is the most rewarding part of being married?

•	 How has your faith helped your marriage?

•	 What advice would you give to couples getting married?

I invite you to flip through these pages and read the insights of couples who have experienced the 
true joy and happiness of the Sacrament of Matrimony. May God continue to bless each of the 
celebrating couples in this special anniversary year and all the years ahead. 

In Christ’s Love,

Beth Ulaszek
Associate Marriage & Family Coordinator
Diocese of Madison



two young boys and his younger wife. Jeff died on a 
Friday and he would always pick them up at school. 
That day the boys walked to their grandmothers 
house and told her, “Dad didn’t pick us up.” It was 
odd because he would always pick them up and do 
something for the rest of Friday afternoon. Deann 
has been an incredible mother and has raised two 
very nice special young men. 

How did you overcome them? Our love for each 
other and never blaming one another for our loss. I 
think my wive’s praying and our faith got us through 
these two very hard times and to this day still does. 
What’s most rewarding about being married? Our 
love has gotten us through along with our 2 other 
kids and our grandchildren. Our religious beliefs and 
kissing good night and good morning every day even 
if you are upset with your mate. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Knowing 
God loves us so much, we could go to him with all 
things in our lives and He would carry us through. 

Advice for engaged couples? When you take your 
marriage vows, take them seriously and don’t give up 
so fast, fight for your love for each other. Make sure 
you are honest with each other and get to know each 
other before making a commitment.

arnold & Ruth Beckius 
# of Children: 5 # of Grandchildren: 11 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 7 

Larry & Bonnie anderson 
# of Children: 4 # of Grandchildren: 7 

How did you meet? 
The Cardinal Roost, a 
youth teen place for 
dancing, games, music, etc. A friend of mine wanted 
to go to McDonald’s with a girl he wanted to date. He 
did not have a drivers license yet and he talked me 
into driving them to McDonalds. The girl he wanted 
to date had a friend of hers with her, so they sat in 
the back and this girl was in front with me, she was 
really cute and very nice and friendly. A few days 
later after I thought about her, I called and asked her 
out. This was our sophomore year and we have been 
together ever since. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We grew to like each other more, 
she was a genuine, sweet girl with great values and 
we got along well. Over time we grew to love each 
other. 

What challenges did you face? Lack of much 
money the first few years, but the biggest challenge 
was losing our youngest daughter at 19. She was 
killed by a drunk driver while on spring break in 
Florida. She lived for 30 days in the hospital, fighting 
for her life. When she was leaving to go to Florida 
with a girl friend Bonnie told her, I will never see 
you again. When we got to the hospital the next day, 
she said see I told you I would see you again. Shortly 
after that she went into a coma for the rest of her life. 
Our second big challenge was our oldest son dying 
of a heart attack at work at 46 years old, leaving 



How did you meet? In high school. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Got along good in each others 
family. 

What challenges did you face? Raising 5 children. 

How did you overcome them? Worked together and 
agreed. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Love, companionship, and kids, grandkids and great 
grandkids. 

How has faith helped your marriage? It kept us 
together. 

Advice for engaged couples? Give and take and talk 
things over.

skip & Jeanne Berigan 
# of Children: 6 # of Grandchildren: 17 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 15 

How did you meet? Edgewood High School 

When you were engaged, what did you love 
most about each other? We enjoyed each others 
company. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Being together. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Advice for 
engaged couples? Communicate

Jim & Mary Pat Braun 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 7 

How did you meet? We met at a party while we 
were in college. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Planning our future together. 
What challenges did you face? Making sure that we 
always found time for each other, even through the 
demands of jobs and family. 

How did you overcome them? Good 
communication with each other and learning the art 
of compromise. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Companionship, friendship, our pride in our 
children, their spouses and our grandchildren. 

How has faith helped your marriage? We have 
common values that are basic to our faith. It grounds 
you as a couple. 

Advice for engaged couples? Be faithful to each 
other always.

george & Kathleen Breiwa 
# of Children: 4 # of Grandchildren: 7 

How did you meet? 
At our first University 
concert band rehearsal 
in September 1967. I 
recognized George’s 
trumpet playing. Our band 
director would borrow him 
to play with our band at 
Arrowhead. George is from 
Oconomowoc. We’ve been 
together ever since. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Our shared love of music, both 
instrumental and vocal. 

What challenges did you face? Two high risk 
pregnancies, with no income or health care and two 
young children at home. The school district where 
I was working told me I wasn’t entitled to health 
insurance because I had to use up my sick days.  

How did you overcome them? What kept us going 
was positive thinking, praying, Amway, lots of Mac N 
Cheese, Ramen soup, oatmeal and venison. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Spending time together teaching ,raising four 
children, playing and singing together and building a 
very successful music program. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Going to 
Mass has always been a time to gather ourselves, 
interact with the wonderful people of our parish and 



How did you meet? Met on Halloween at Barb’s 
sorority house at University of Wisconsin Madison. 
When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? July 4th 1972. 

Thomas & Wilma cook 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 7 

How did you 
meet? St. Paul’s 
Catholic Center, UW. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? I loved her social grace. My 
favorite Aunt found her charming. His intelligence 
and ideas about things. 

What challenges did you face? Tom: How much 
I had to change. Wilma: Thinking in the plural. Life 
wasn’t just me making decisions. 

How did you overcome them? Love! Patience and a 
sense of humor. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Tom: The correction and help I received. The 
unconditional love. Wilma: being loved with all my 
pluses and minuses. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Tom: I 
learned to find Christ in others. Wilma: it helps me 
hang in there through thick and thin. 

Advice for engaged couples? If and when things get 
tough-try “Marriage Encounter.” It helped us.

 

praise God through music! 

Advice for engaged couples? Two lines from 1st 
Corinthians have always been special to us; Love is 
patient and kind and love never fails. We had Love 
is Eternal engraved on the inside of our wedding 
bands, it’s still there. Do your best to not go to bed 
angry, be patient even when it’s hard, and spend 
time together doing something you love.

name Withheld
# of Children: 10 # of Grandchildren: 26 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 4 

How did you meet? Mutual friends at a wedding 
dance in Waunakee. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Everything - his great sense of 
humor. 

What challenges did you face? Loss of our son. He 
was born with a hole between the bottom chambers 
of his heart and the journey that followed. 

How did you overcome them? Faith in life after. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Companionship and understanding. 

How has faith helped your marriage? It gives you 
a different perspective of life. It isn’t right now. There 
is more to come. 

Advice for engaged couples? Take your time to 
understand each other. The joy is in discovery.

James & Barb Brueckner
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 3 



What challenges did you face? Time to spend 
together. 

How did you overcome them? Vacation time and 
church. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? Our 
daughter and her family. 

How has faith helped your marriage? All the time. 

Advice for engaged couples? Be together and 
understand one another.

William & Linda Dooley 
# of Children: 5 # of Grandchildren: 4 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 2 

How did you meet? High 
school. 

When you were engaged, 
what did you love most 
about each other? 
Everything. Being together. 

What challenges did you 
face? Raising our family in 
the right way. 

How did you 
overcome them? Our faith in God. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Being together and raising our family. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Our faith 
always lets us see the right side of things. 

Advice for engaged couples? Communication and 
always doing things together.

Thomas & Linda cotter 
# of Children: 4 # of Grandchildren: 10 

How did you meet? We 
met in high school. 

When you were 
engaged, what did 
you love most about 

each other? He made me laugh, always found the 
goodness in everything. She was and still is the most 
beautiful person inside and out. 

What challenges did you face? During our early 
years of marriage, we thought we were missing out 
on the same fun our unmarried friends had. But we 
made up our own good times with having kids right 
away and being a family. 

How did you overcome them? Our kids and parish 
family. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? The 
love we have for each other. 

How has faith helped your marriage? It has kept 
us grounded to know God is always there when we 
need him. 

Advice for engaged couples? Keep your faith, 
attend Mass always, pray often. Be open to 
discussion with your partner.

gerald & Roselyn 
cummings 
# of Children: 1 # of 
Grandchildren: 2

How did you meet? At work. 

When you were engaged, 
what did you love most 
about each other? Many 
things. 

 Ǘ “Each person has to give 100%, 
especially when their partner is stressed 

or struggling.”



How did you meet? At high school. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? The fact that we had so much 
in common and could discuss anything. We had fun 
doing things together and planning for our future. 

What challenges did you face? Keeping the lines of 
communication open when there was a difference in 
opinions. 

How did you overcome them? Making time to talk 
and listen to each other and our faith in knowing we 
loved each other and would find a way to resolve any 
differences. Also knowing that communicating and 
compromising is key to any relationship. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having our wonderful children and grandchildren 
in our lives. Also being able to travel the world as 
well as doing local volunteer work together as best 
friends. 

How has faith helped your marriage? When 
things get hard to handle, prayer always seems to 
help. God has helped us to find a way through the 
good times and the bad times together. 

Advice for engaged couples? Remember as you 
grow and change, so will your marriage. You will 
either grow together or apart, but by working 
together, communicating and compromising, the 
odds of growing together has the greater chance. 
And remember that all obstacles can be overcome 
with the help of God and faith.

David & Judy eulberg 
# of Children: 4 # of Grandchildren: 2 

How did you meet? At a bar on my 23rd birthday. 
The Jaycees, of which Dave was a member, were 
having a post meeting event. 

When you were engaged, what did you love 
most about each other? The fun times we enjoyed 
together. 

What challenges did you face? Finances. 

How did you overcome them? The two of us 
working it out together. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Living with your soulmate. 

How has faith helped your marriage? We knew we 

Jerry & sue ebert 
# of Children: 2 # of Grandchildren: 3 

How did you meet? 
We met at a friends 
apartment in Madison, 
WI. Sue attended St. Pat’s 
with Jery to this church.

When you were 
engaged, what did you 
love most about each 
other? Enjoyed hanging 
out and partying with 
friends and family and 
going to church together. 

What challenges did 
you face? Building our 
new home and learning 
to accommodate each 
other. 

How did you overcome them? Our Catholic faith, a 
family the prays together stays together.  

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Jerry has found somebody to cook for him and do his 
laundry. Sue had a brain tumor and Jerry was always 
there for her through these hard times. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Our belief in 
the Catholic Church has taught us to give and take. 

Advice for engaged couples? Be ready for a lot of 
trials and tribulations, because no marriage is a 
smooth road. Keep the Catholic faith.

Ray & Mary 
esser 
# of Children: 2 # of 
Grandchildren: 5 



something you cannot take back. Things look 
brighter in the morning light. Even when you argue, 
you need to remain patient with each other, listen to 
each other.

Dan & Jane fary 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 5 

How did you meet? 
We met in the University of Chicago Hutchinson 
Commons coffee shop, where we were eating a late 
lunch. Jane looked up from her plate and smiled 
at Dan, and he came over to her table and asked if 
he could join her. We were good friends for 3 years 
before getting engaged. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Jane most loved Dan’s gentle and 
respectful behavior and his deep faith. Dan most 
loved Jane’s smile and lack of a façade, allowing him 
to see the genuine person immediately, and the ease 
with which we could deeply converse. 

What challenges did you face? Our biggest 
challenge during our marriage was the demands 
of work and the challenge of coordinating it with 
raising a family. 

How did you overcome them? Our faith, deep love 
for each other, and honest communication helped us 
deal with these challenges. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Getting to share our lives together and enjoy the 
family we helped bring into the world. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Sharing our 
virtually identical faith and values has made it easier 
for us to resolve problems. 

Advice for engaged couples? Share your faith as 
closely as possible, be kind and compassionate. 
Each person has to give 100%, especially when their 
partner is stressed or struggling.

were in for the long haul. 

Advice for engaged couples? Communicate with 
each other often.

emil & Pauline everix 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 8 

How did you meet? 
We met through Emil’s 
sister. Pauline and Rita 
worked together. 

When you were 
engaged, what did 
you love most about each other? We were engaged 
in August 1972. We had strong differing opinions 
which lead to discussions, to dating and enjoying 
each other’s company. 

What challenges did you face? When our daughter, 
Victoria, was born with Down Syndrome. The 
challenges were to all five members of the family. 

How did you overcome them? We prayed often 
and went to Mass weekly. It was hard to understand 
God’s plan. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Our children and grandchildren. Our daughter, 
Victoria, brought us closer to fight for her rights. It is 
nice to be with someone you can trust, who stands 
by you through thick and thin. Someone you can say 
“stupid” stuff to and they won’t look at you like you’ve 
gone over the edge. 

How has faith helped your marriage? We 
struggled when Vicki was born with Down 
Syndrome. Because of our faith we persevered, 
accepted God’s plan and began a happy, faithful 
family.

Advice for engaged couples? There is an old 
saying, “Never go to bed angry.” Well, we have gone 
to bed angry and it is the better option than saying 



How did you meet? We met at bride’s brother’s 
wedding. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We were engaged at Christmas 
1971. We loved that we both value and love our 
families. 

What challenges did you face? The most 
challenging times in our marriage were the many 
times we relocated - all over the Midwest. 

How did you overcome them? Because of those 
moves, we became members of several parishes 
where we strengthened our faith and made many 
lasting friendships. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? The 
most rewarding part of being married is family. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Our faith 
has helped us through difficult times but has also 
made the good times even more special. 

Advice for engaged couples? Appreciate and love 
each other and share your faith.

James & anna furlano 
# of Children: 5 # of Grandchildren: 9 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 5 

How did you meet? High school sweethearts. 

When you were engaged, what did you love 
most about each other? We were farm kids, same 
interests and friends. 

What challenges did you face? We started our lives 
with each other and built with hard work to make it 
strong. 

How did you overcome them? A strong faith and 
trust in each other. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Watching our children and grandchildren grow up. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Sometimes 
that is all you have to get you through tough times. 

Advice for engaged couples? It takes trust, faith 
and lots of love!

John & Joyce fasanella 
# of Children: 2 

How did you meet? John’s 
last day as a bellboy when 
Joyce dropped in to get a ride 
home with her mom who was a waitress at that 
hotel. Some call it fate, we call it the hand of God. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We were separated by John’s 
military service so communication by letter was so 
important! 

What challenges did you face? Each spouse felt 
they gave 60% while the other only gave 40%. 

How did you overcome them? Compromise. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Being best friends, partners in decision making, 
sports, biking, hiking and cards together. 

How has faith helped your marriage? It got us 
through job losses and family problems. 

Advice for engaged couples? Pray together. Kiss 
and hug each other no matter how hectic life 
becomes. Plant little love notes in lunch bags or 
totes to keep the romance going.

gregory & Joanne flock 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 6 



How did you meet? We met at the Shuffle Inn in 
Madison, WI. 

When you were engaged, what did you love 
most about each other? How we had so much in 
common and had the same values about marriage. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Being able to be with your soul mate every day. 
Laugh together. 

How has faith helped your marriage? We took and 
still take our marriage vows real serious and go to 
Church every week. 

Advice for engaged couples? Never go to bed mad 
at each other. Respect each other always. Remember 
to hold hands, hug each other and kiss each other. 
Stay close.

Roger & elaine grossman 
# of Children: 4 # of Grandchildren: 8 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 2 

How did you meet? At High School. 

glen  & isela grams 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 4 

How did you 
meet? We met on 
a blind date, set 
up by friends. The 
four of us went 
for a drive and 
ate at a drive-in 
restaurant. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? I loved that he was very kind 
and thoughtful and took the time to learn how to 
pronounce my name (Isela). I loved that she and her 
family were very welcoming to me, a soldier (at Fort 
Bliss in El Paso, TX), far from home. 

What challenges did you face? It was very 
challenging early in our marriage raising three 
children all close in age. 

How did you overcome them? We worked together 
to establish rules for our children and always 
supported each other. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having a lifelong companion and partner to help get 
through all the good times and bad times. 

How has faith helped your marriage? It was 
always helpful to have our faith to fall back on. 

Advice for engaged couples? Always make sure 
you communicate with each other and support each 
other.

Dennis & Ronda gray 
# of Children: 2 # of Grandchildren: 2 



who understands having grandchildren. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Having 
experienced the loss of two children, our faith has 
carried, cared for, and helped us heal immeasurably, 
as well as sustains us in our daily lives. 

Advice for engaged couples? Be patient; be kind; 
have goodwill toward one another; listen; learn to 
communicate your feelings; apologize and forgive 
one another; have supportive friends; pray together 
and keep God in your lives together.

gary & Kathleen Hellenbrand 
# of Children: 1 # of Grandchildren: 2 

Thomas & Kathy Jackson 
# of Children: 4 (2 miscarriages) # of 
Grandchildren: 4 (+2 in heaven) 

How did you meet? At a dance in Hillsboro, WI. I 
just saw him and knew he was the one. We went 

John & tina Hahn 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 5 

How did you meet? Blind date. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We could finish each others 
sentences. When we discuss anything, our thoughts 
were almost the same. 

What challenges did you face? Death of loved ones. 

How did you overcome them? Knowledge they are 
on the path to heaven and we will see them again. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having someone who has your back, is there day or 
night to cheer you up, get an honest opinion, share 
one’s joy. 

How has faith helped your marriage? When 
things get tough (death in family, job loss) it’s the 
crutch that holds us up. 

Advice for engaged couples? When there is a 
problem or disagreement, listen to what your 
partner is saying but not necessarily, “how” they are 
expressing their opinion.

Thomas & Beverly Hartberg 
# of Children: 5 # of Grandchildren: 18 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 3 

How did you meet? We knew each other in high 
school; sang in same chorus. Began dating in college 
after we both came to Madison for school. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Patience and simple things - 
nursing school did not allow marriage, so we knew 
our relationship and engagement would be lengthy; 
being poor students with no car, our dates were 
simple and of little cost - picnics, walks to the square 
or arboretum. 

What challenges did you face? Learning how to 
communicate well. 

How did you overcome them? Marriage encounter 
and a group of other marriage encounter couples 
who continue to meet monthly; also involvement in 
marriage preparation, family ministry, and FOCCUS. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having someone to always count on and someone 



Ronald & Joan Janssen 
# of Children: 4 # of Grandchildren: 10 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 2 

How did you meet? 
Through a friend of 
Ron’s. 

When you were 
engaged, what did 
you love most about 
each other? Sharing 

mutual interests and mutual beliefs. 

What challenges did you face? Agreeing on 
discipline for our four children! 

How did you overcome them? Prayer and seeking 
guidance. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having our family. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Getting us 
through challenging times. 

Advice for engaged couples? Always respect each 
other.

Jeffery & Kathleen Johnson 
# of Children: 2 

How did you meet? Jeff saw me in church and then 
later approached me at a local establishment in 
Portage. 

together all through high school. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Everything! Tom was so polite, 
kind and handsome. Beautiful woman and so kind 
and caring, outgoing personality and hard working! 

What challenges did you face? Can’t talk politics 
when we have a difference of opinions. We are not 
good with confrontation-just avoid it. We went 
through many health scares, it was nice to feel  cared 
for. 

How did you overcome them? Try to see the other’s 
view point or just don’t bring it up. Learn to hold 
your tongue - I am not always right. Sense of humor 
helps a lot! 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Great family times and traditions! The friendship, 
laughter, kids and grandkids. Wonderful get always, 
intimate moments, the sincerity of knowing you are 
loved. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Lots of 
prayer! We realize it takes 3 to make a marriage. 
Jesus centers us. We love our church and friends 
we’ve made there. Don’t give up, trust in the graces of 
the sacrament. 

Advice for engaged couples? Try to keep things 
fresh. Don’t forget why you love each other. Show 
kindness and appreciate each other. Be there for 
each other. Be a soft place to land. Little acts of 
charity go a long way - notes, traditions, coffee 
brought in. Always say and mean, “I love you more.” 
Try not to take each other for granted. Say, ‘Thank 
you” and mean it. Remember you are on the same 
team! Smile and laugh a lot .

How has faith helped?

Jesus centers us. We love our 
church and friends we’ve made 
there. Don’t give up, trus in the 

graces of the sacrament.



When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? David loved Eileen’s green eyes 
and gentle, feminine spirit. Eileen was attracted to 
David’s handsome smile and compassionate and 
caring ways. 

What challenges did you face? We knew that God 
was the First Member of our three-part relationship 
and realized that without family members nearby, 
we needed to depend on God for all things, in good 
and difficult situations. 

How did you overcome them? Our total 
dependence is and always was on God. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Our mutual love, respect and joy are the rewarding 
parts of our relationship. This is coupled with the 
fact that each of our children, and their children are 
practicing Catholic’s. Our youngest son is Father 
Michael Johnson of this Diocese. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Faith is the 
center of our marriage; we never questioned that. 
David was Lutheran and Eileen was Catholic when 
we were married which was witnessed by both a 
Catholic Priest and a Lutheran minister. After ten 
years of worshipping each Sunday at both churches, 
David realized the fullness of Faith we have in the 
Catholic Church. He was confirmed and entered the 
Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil in 1983. 

Advice for engaged couples? Focus on your faith in 
God; be faithful to your marriage covenant no matter 
what difficulties arise; see your children as blessings 
at every age; spend time with each other without 
letting anything or anyone come between you and 
being faithful to worshipping at Holy Mass. See each 
other as your “best friend and partner.” Be willing 
to sacrifice what you ‘want’ for the sake of your 
relationship. Strive to encourage your children to live 
their Faith. Make your focus to take your spouse and 
children to God with a sacrifice of Praise.

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Learning about each other and 
our families. We enjoyed going out to dinner at 
different places in Madison, getting together with 
family, picnics, and cards. 

What challenges did you face? Losing both sets of 
parents. Jeff worked out of town overnight for several 
years, it was hard on me, him and the kids but we 
had wonderful mother support. 

How did you overcome them? Our faith and our 
family support. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? Our 
2 children and our extended families. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Our faith 
has helped us get through life’s surprises in many 
different circumstances and the support from Fr. 
Gary Krahenbuhl. 

Advice for engaged couples? Be prepared for a lot 
of ups and downs and don’t give up when the going 
gets tough!

David & eileen Johnson 
# of Children: 4 # of Grandchildren: 4 

How did you meet? 
Eileen came with 
friends to a new 
school year party 
at David’s and his 

roommates’ apartment while both were graduate 
students at the University of Delaware in Newark, 
Delaware. David continued in his Master’s program 
in Chemical Engineering. Eileen returned to the new 
PhD program of Urban Affairs. “Love at first sight” 
was no cliché. 

 Ǘ Make it your focus to take your 
spouse and children to God with a 

sacrifice of Praise.



When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? They loved to go to dances. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? We 
are blessed with 8 children. 

How has faith helped your marriage? A place to 
go in times of need. 

Advice for engaged couples? Communicate.

Bill & carole Kinney 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 5 

How did you meet? We 
met on a blind date, set 
up for my room mate 
when I was attending 
Marquette University. 

Bill was from Madison and came to Milwaukee for a 
Green Bay Packer football game. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We were in agreement on so 
many things. Our faith meant a lot to us. We just 
knew we were meant for each other. 

What challenges did you face? After the children 
came we were always so busy. It was hard to sit 
down and talk things out. 

How did you overcome them? Deliberately setting 
some time aside to discuss important matters. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
You have someone close at hand who understands 
you and loves you. Having three sons and five 
grandchildren are all God’s blessings! 

How has faith helped your marriage? Our faith 
helps us to agree on many important decisions you 
need to make in life. It provides us with guidelines. 

Advice for engaged couples? Be patient, and listen 
to what the other person has to say. Give them a hug 
and forget your differences! Put Jesus in the center of 
your lives.

glenn & ann Johnston 
# of Children: 5 # of Grandchildren: 11 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 4 

How did you 
meet? We met 
while I (Ann) was 
working in my 
dad’s bar! 

When you were 
engaged, what 
did you love most 
about each other? 

Special times together, planning for our first home 
together. 

What challenges did you face? Being very busy 
having our kids close together and running a 
business. 

How did you overcome them? Working hard 
together and enjoying the time we had together. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? Our 
love and caring for each other and our loving family. 

How has faith helped your marriage? We always 
said that the Lord always took care of us. 

Advice for engaged couples? Listen to one 
another’s feelings and make time for fun times 
together regardless of how busy you are.

John & Michaelene Kearney 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 6 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 8

Bill & Kay Kessler 
# of Children: 8 # of Grandchildren: 30 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 26 

How did you meet? At a party. 



When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Her smile and laugh. His sense of 
humor. Her understanding and forgiveness. 

What challenges did you face? Finances. Lack of 
communication. Household division of labor. 

How did you overcome them? Mutual love and 
respect. Prayer. Sense of humor. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having someone to love and come home to. Having 
children and a family. Growing together with love. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Marriages 
are built on a foundation of shared faith. The more 
you love God the more capacity you will have to truly 
love each other. 

Advice for engaged couples? Marriage does not 
guarantee you will be together forever. It takes love, 
respect, trust, understanding, friendship and faith in 
your relationship to make it last.

Darrel & Lois Komma 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 9 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 9 

How did you meet? In high school. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Fun & happy. 

What challenges did you face? Raising children. 

How did you overcome them? Love and prayers. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having fun doing things together. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Our faith 
always guides us. 

Advice for engaged couples? Always work out your 
problems together.

Donald & carol Kratcha 
# of Children: 5 # of Grandchildren: 6 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 1 

Jim & carol Knox 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 4 

How did you meet? 
Blind date. 

When you were 
engaged, what did you love most about each 
other? Being together and learning more about each 
other. 

What challenges did you face? Raising children. 

How did you overcome them? Praying for help. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Working for a common goal. 

How has faith helped your marriage? By praying 
and attending Mass on Sundays as a family. 

Advice for engaged couples? Communication and 
never going to bed on an argument.

Bob & Judy Knutson 
# of Children: 2 # of Grandchildren: 2 

How did 
you meet? We met at a 
Christmas party hosted 
by a mutual friend. 

 Ǘ How did you overcome challenges? 
Mutual love & respect. Prayer. Sense 

of humor!



When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We enjoyed the same interests 
and community together.

What challenges did you face? There are many 
challenges in life. The most challenging was the 
death from cancer of our daughter at age 50, leaving 
a husband with six children, grade school age 
through college.

How did you overcome them? We relied on the 
support of family and friends, and attended many 
Masses and prayers.

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having companionship, especially when challenges 
arose.

How has faith helped your marriage? Faith and 
prayers are important, we keep them close and use 
them often.

Advice for engaged couples? Keep God in your 
marriage. Help each other, don’t put yourself first. 
Marriage isn’t 50/50…more like 100/100. Treat each 
other with respect.

Howard & Joan Lenerz 
# of Children: 5 # of Grandchildren: 16 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 1 

How did you 
meet? At the new bridge celebration in Sauk City, 
1966. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? I loved her eyes and spirit. We 
loved being together and talking about our future. 

What challenges did you face? After first year I 
was deployed to Vietnam for 1 year and our first son 
was born. I did  not see him until he was 10 months 
old. Raising our 5 children was a very expensive time 
for us. But we managed Queen of Peace School and 
doing everyone’s teeth, with no regrets. 

James & Rodenne Krueger 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 3 

How did you 
meet? At work. 

When you were 
engaged, what 
did you love 
most about each 
other? Being with 

each other. 

What challenges did you face? When our son 
struggled with drugs an alcohol. 

How did you overcome them? Never blaming each 
other and agreeing on what to do. And putting him 
in God’s hands. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having each other and our children. 

How has faith helped your marriage? It was 
always there. 

Advice for engaged couples? Don’t hold onto your 
problems. Talk them out. You may not always agree 
but don’t give up on each other.

norman & eunice Kunkel 
# of Children: 5 # of Grandchildren: 21 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 14 

How did you 
meet? At a dance with 
friends in the area.



charles & sylvia Lepinski 
# of Children: 2 # of Grandchildren: 3 

How did you meet? Sylvia and a girl friend were 
shopping in Fond du Lac (Main St.) on a Friday night. 
They accidentally ran into a friend of hers (Gordon 
R) who was a guy. It was war time, 1944, both were 
leaving for basic in Navy. The next week, after writing 
a bit we went to a movie.  

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We enjoyed the same pastimes 
and further job interests. 

What challenges did you face? We had no car the 
first 10 months of marriage - no money. We saved 
enough to build our first house in 3 years. 

How did you overcome them? Saving and praying. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Love and patience. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Any 
problem, say a few prayers. 

Advice for engaged couples? Same as above, love, 
patience, prayer!

Donald & Patricia Lund 
# of Children: 7 # of Grandchildren: 9 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 2 

How did you meet? At a sock hop after a football 
game (Oct. 1956) in high school. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We dated for 5 years and were 
engaged for 1 year. We loved getting through high 
school and college to marry. Planning ahead, day by 
day and year by year. 

What challenges did you face? Having babies, 
raising them, going back to school and career related 
moves to other new communities. 

How did you overcome them? Love. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Living each day together, overcoming troubles and 
challenges one by one, together. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Faith is real, 
alive: knowing God gives you what you can manage 
and enough strength and love to do so. 

How did you overcome them? Lots of 
communication and budgeting. Praying gave us 
strength and hope. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Our 5 children, 16 grandchildren and our great 
grandbaby. We feel so blessed with our family and 
they fill us with joy. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Our faith 
and prayer showed us we could get through anything 
together. We are always grateful for our blessings. 

Advice for engaged couples? Pray together 
everyday. Be good listeners and appreciate each 
other. Don’t forget your sense of humor.

carl & Mary Lentz 
# of Children: 4 # of Grandchildren: 11 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 26 

How did you meet? Via a 
baseball club. 

When you were engaged, 
what did you love most 
about each other? We 
could talk to each other and 
listen. 

What challenges did you face? If anything, 
finances. 

How did you overcome them? Work together. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? All 
the memories. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Pray 
together, stay together. 

Advice for engaged couples? Give before you 
receive. See how long you can make it last, not 
how fast you can end it. Enjoy each day so there’s a 
tomorrow.



double date with Rod and Sharon. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Jannie and I were happy being 
with each other, with friends and talking about our 
future. She was beautiful and I was thankful she 
loved me. We could talk, laugh and just be ourselves. 
Phil was and is a gentleman, polite, kindhearted and 
well groomed. He met my parents on our first date 
and my mother’s first impression was his polished 
shoes. Phil is an only child and always wished 
he had a brother. When we married he inherited 
seven brothers and five sisters. We have many fond 
memories interacting with our families. 

What challenges did you face? Within our first 
year of marriage Phil was called to active duty with 
the 826 Ordinance Company from Madison, WI. Our 
daughter, Brenda, was three days old when the army 
reserve unit left the USA for a year in Vietnam. 

How did you overcome them? Daily prayers for 
safety while Phil was in Vietnam; letters and photos 
became our connection. Both of us looked to the Big 
Dipper in the night sky for another way to connect. 
Our motto became; “If we get through this, we can 
get through anything.” 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Loving and trusting each other; our love has grown 
over the years. Family and friends; creating good 
memories. Successful careers; providing for our 
family. Good health; following many natural health 
modalities. Adventures, travel and experiences; even 
small ones we share. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Believing 
in God, angels, saints and spiritual beings while 
living our faith strengthens our whole family. Early 
Christian education gave us opportunities for 

greater spiritual growth as adults seeking Divine 
Guidance and Wisdom for resolving a crisis. 

Advice for engaged couples? 
It takes two to keep 
a marriage alive and 
well. Communication 
and forgiveness are 
necessary for resolving 
personal issues that 
arise. Live, laugh, love, 
pray and may all be well 
at the end of each day!

Advice for engaged couples? Be sure to anticipate 
change and be ready to change! To grow!

glenn & Dorothy Mack 
# of Children: 5 # of Grandchildren: 11 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 2 

How 
did you meet? A 
dance at Spring 
Field Corners. 

When you were 
engaged, what 

did you love most about each other? Personality, 
love and respect for one another, had a lot in 
common. Both came from a family of 13. 

What challenges did you face? Raising our family 
and working long hours with little pay. 

How did you overcome them? Faith and prayer. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Companionship. Raising 5 children. 

How has faith helped your marriage? We believe 
that a family that prays together, stays together. Talk 
things out with each other. 

Advice for engaged couples? Gett married in the 
Church. Attend Mass regularly. Praying a daily rosary.

Philip & Mary Jane 
Manthey 
# of Children: 2  # of 
Grandchildren: 4 

How did you meet? Phil was working 
with Dave Barden and Dave’s wife, 
Grace, is Mary Jane’s sister. The 
Barden’s lived across the road from 
Phil’s friend Rod Maginnis. Rod 
introduced us and our first date was a 



seems like yesterday-67 years of marriage on October 
25th of this year.

How has faith helped your marriage? With God’s 
help every day we were able to meet the challenges 
of our marriage. We attend mass with our family 
and Sunday was always a special day for our family. 
A day of prayer and reflection on God’s gifts to each 
of us. Phil had strokes in 1989 and 1990. With faith, 
prayers of everyone and God’s help we were able to 
overcome challenges.

Advice for engaged couples? Always remember 
love grows through marriage. Attend mass together 
as often as you can. Remember your wedding vows; 
till death do us part, in sickness and in health, better 
or for worse. Share your time, talents and treasure. 
Remember to always love and cherish each other. A 
kiss and a hug every day and say, “I love you.” Your 

faith will sustain you.

Jerry & connie Mccabe 
# of Children: 4  # of Grandchildren: 8  # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 1  

How did you meet? We met at a Teen Hop dance in 
a school gym in Galena, IL. He was from Platteville 
and we both liked to dance and never missed a 
Saturday night dance. After 60 years of marriage we 
are still dancing, only not as fast. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? That we were both from Catholic 
families and we both wanted a family. We both knew 
what it was like to work and have fun together. We 
liked doing some of the same activities. 

Phil & Rita Marklein
# of Children: 5 # of Grandchildren: 4 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 2

How did you meet? We were close neighbors. We 
both attended Catholic education classes together in 
grade school and high school. We were high school 
sweethearts and classmates.

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We loved spending time together 
and planning ahead for our wedding. With the help 
of others, our parish priest, family and friends we 
planned a wedding in six weeks.

What challenges did you face? After three months 
of marriage, Phil went into the service (Army) to 
serve our country during the Korean War and 
many changes took place. We were both lonesome 
and we prayed every day for his safe return home. 
Sometimes Phil would be a server at more than 
one Mass on Sundays. While Phil was in the Service 
we had twin girls who were born premature in 
Washington DC. Through lots of prayers and a 
miracle, they lived and were baptized at birth and 
later in the Catholic Church in LaPlata, MD where 
we lived for a year.

How did you overcome them? By our having deep 
faith and love for one another. Our commitment to 
each other, our wedding vows, and many prayers 
have helped us to overcome the challenges.

What’s most rewarding about being married? Just 
being together with so much love to share. We share 
our love and deep faith with our family. We have five 
girls who make us very proud! We have been blessed 
with many miracles in our lives together. We thank 
the Lord for each day and for letting us celebrate. It 



What challenges did you face? Trying to divide our 
time and commitments between our marriage, the 
care of our children and our jobs. 

How did you overcome them? Worked hard at it, 
prayed for strength and talked to each other about 
our problems and challenges and how to address 
these issues. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Being together, sharing our life, and mutually helping 
each other out as best as we could. 

How has faith helped your marriage? We feel it 
has helped keep us together. It has made us seek 
out each other and deal with our problems and with 
faith in the Lord to search for solutions. 

Advice for engaged couples? Honestly, share your 
concerns with each other because during your 
marriage you will encounter many bumps on the 
road.

charles & Lois Meyer 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 6 

How did you meet? Met at 
my brother in laws birthday 
party at my sister’s house. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Our love and respect for each 
other, our faithfulness. 

What challenges did you face? When after our 
daughter Tina was born and she was born with 
Coloboma of the pupil and could only see out of the 
top corner of one eye. And after the second daughter, 
Penny, was born with a Coarctation of the aorta. 

How did you overcome them? The Priest told us 
God doesn’t give anyone things that they cannot 
handle through Prayer. 

What challenges did you face? At first it was the 
financial struggle that comes with raising a family 
as I was a stay-at-home mom and he was a college 
student. Also, losing your job when times were 
challenging. 

How did you overcome them? TRUST in God that 
he was always standing by to help us. Keeping the 
Faith and perseverance became a big help for us by 
hanging in there and never giving up. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having a partner for life and someone to talk to, 
laugh with, and have a shoulder to cry on. We have 
in common that both of us attended St. Mary’s 
Catholic Schools and Catholic Churches. We both 
agreed that a Catholic education for our children 
was a must and privilege. 

How has faith helped your marriage? By attending 
daily and Sunday Mass together. Also by spending a 
day every month at a Cistercian Monastery helped 
us grow spiritually in our marriage. It is a place that 
we both look forward to attend because it gives 
us quiet time to pray together and get spiritual 
direction and Confession. Our Faith grew beyond 
belief when our healthy triplet grandchildren were 
born. We witnessed a true miracle. 

Advice for engaged couples? Get to know each 
other and become good friends. Your love will grow 
from your friendship and passed on to your children. 
Always keep God in your marriage as it will consist 
of the three of you - God, husband and wife. Each of 
you is precious to God and each other. Don’t forget 
that the Blessed Mother Mary and Saint Joseph will 
be there for you also. Having Patience is a must. 
Laugh a lot and do things together. Tell each other 
often that you love each other.

cathy & Larry Mcnally 
# of Children: 5 # of Grandchildren: 9 

How did you meet? In a New York City bus. We were 
introduced by a mutual friend. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We both felt each other were 
intelligent and had compassion for others. We loved 
going on long walks to scenic places that provided 
peace, stillness and tranquility, something we 
continued for our 62 years of marriage. 



name Withheld
# of Children: 4 # of Grandchildren: 14 

How did you meet? 
We were high school 
sweethearts. 

When you were 
engaged, what did you love most about each 
other? We were both from good faith filled Christian 
families. 

What challenges did you face? In the beginning 
of our marriage, lack of money was the most 
challenging. 

How did you overcome them? We were frugal and 
lived within our means. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having children and grandchildren. 

How has faith helped your marriage? We were 
committed to each other and have had a strong faith 
since the day we wed. 

Advice for engaged couples? You have to work to 
overcome challenges.

Lawrence & Jeri novinska 
# of Children: 1 # of Grandchildren: 2 

How did you meet? We stood up for 
our best friends when they got married. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Seeing our three beautiful children grow up. 5 
amazing grandchildren and we will be expecting 
number 6 to be born on our 50th Anniversary. 

How has faith helped your marriage? By going to 
church as a family every Sunday. 

Advice for engaged couples? If you have a 
disagreement talk it out. It takes two to make a 
marriage work.

Ben & Mary Minter 
# of Children: 9 # of Grandchildren: 21 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 10 

How did you meet? 
We met at a dance, 
Rainbow Gardens, 
Spring Green. 

When you were 
engaged, what did 
you love most about 
each other? We liked 
doing things together. 

What challenges did 
you face? Farming 
and raising a family. 

What’s most 
rewarding about being married? We can do things 
together and help each other and enjoy our family. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Advice for 
engaged couples?

 Ǘ After 60 years of marriage, 
we are still dancing, only 

not as fast! - Jerry & Connie 
McCabe



children. She was a nurse and I knew that she was 
very smart! 

What challenges did you face? The varied work 
schedules that we each had which limited the time 
that we had to spend together as a couple and as a 
family. Charlie worked long hours and at times 2 jobs 
to support our family in addition I was working as a 
nurse on an evening shift. We had to work at finding 
quality time to spend together and trust in each 
other when we didn’t see each other for extended 
periods of time. 

How did you overcome them? Our Catholic faith 
and belief that we would be guided by the Lord in 
our life and marriage. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Knowing and trusting each other, loving 
unconditionally, our children. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Our faith 
has been fundamental in everything that we do - it is 
our anchor and our rudder. 

Advice for engaged couples? Keep God at the 
center of your life and marriage. Remember - 
promises made, promises kept!

Mike & Jane o’Donnell 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 6 

When you were engaged, what did you love 
most about each other? We were both very family 
oriented. 

What challenges did you face? The adoption of our 
son. 

How did you overcome them? We prayed 
relentlessly for this to happen. Our priest at the time 
was very helpful. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Sharing our thoughts with each other. Spending time 
with each other and sharing our love. 

How has faith helped your marriage? It has given 
our marriage a lot of strength. 

Advice for engaged couples? Pray together. Find 
time for each other.

charlie & inez nutt 

How did you meet? We 
met initially when I went to 
visit my sister who lived next door to my husband’s 
mother. Charlie invited me to go roller-skating and 
we started to get acquainted during our time at the 
roller rink. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Charlie was a flight engineer 
and was traveling to many places. He would always 
send postcards when he was gone on a long trip 
keeping me up to date on his travels and what he 
was experiencing. Inez had a strong Catholic faith, 
came from a big family (as did I) and wanted to have 

Our faith has been fundamental in 

everything that we do - it is our anchor 

and our rudder.

-Charlie & Inez Nutt



Wayne & Janice Pivotto 
# of Children: 4 # of Grandchildren: 10 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 2 

How did you meet? We attended high school 
together. Did not date until after graduation from 
high school. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We both came from humble 
means. We cared about each other, had common 
interests. We were kind and respectful to each other. 

What challenges did you face? My job caused me 
to travel and as a result away from home too much. 
Also we had to work very hard as nothing was given 
to us. 

How did you overcome them? We had four children 
that consumed much of our time together. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Watching our family grow, mature and becoming 
responsible adults. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Family 
attending Mass, special prayers, caring about the 
other persons interests and feelings. 

Advice for engaged couples? Be sure you are 
ready to make a life commitment to living together, 
praying together, sharing the hardships and forgiving 
mistakes made.

Deacon Ron & agnes Pickar 
# of Children: 6 # of Grandchildren: 11 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 1 

How did you meet? Met 
at Sauk County teachers 
college in Reedsburg. 
Started dating when Ron 
was teaching in Weston 
School District and Agnes 

teaching at Queen of Peace in Madison. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Communication and listening to 
each other. We liked the whole person God picked 
out for us to love. 

What challenges did you face? Communication 
and listening to each other about issues in life and 
raising four children was challenging. Also the loss of 
two babies was very difficult. 

How did you overcome them? We needed to 
communicate with each other and pray for God’s 
help. We learned to trust God and his plan. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having a partner to face life together and journey to 
eternal life. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Faith that 
God would guide and help us. Even in times of 
trouble, we know that God has a plan and is always 
with us! 

Advice for engaged couples? Like the Trinity, you 
are one as husband, wife and God. Pray together 
each day and attend mass each week. Take your 
vows seriously. Compliment, say “I love you”, hugs 
and six second kisses help.



seen us through a few difficult times. 

Advice for engaged couples? Laugh together, 
forgive and communicate.

earl & Rose Rettenmund 
# of Children: 4 # of Grandchildren: 20 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 5 

How did you 
meet? We met 
at high school. 

When you 
were engaged, 
what did you 
love most 
about each 
other? The fact that we were both Baptized Catholic; 
that was a gift from GOD and our parents. It made 
our relationship easier. Also, the fact that neither 
of us had any big addictions. Not that they can’t be 
overcome, but they take prayer, work and time. 

What challenges did you face? Earl’s answer, 
“getting enough sleep.” As a young girl, I had already 
told others, I wasn’t marrying a farmer. GOD had 
other plans. We fell in LOVE and I was excited to 
marry him. I already knew farming was hard work. 
It also is a good place to raise children and become 
closer to GOD. 

How did you overcome them? Prayer and 
communication. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Living with one’s best friend, raising children and 
grandchildren. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Faith is 
growing in GOD. When we do HIS WILL, we know 
we are moving in the right direction. When we don’t 
do HIS WILL, we are blessed to have reconciliation. 
HE gave us the 10 commandments for a BIG reason. 
Not that there aren’t bumps on our road. We are 
so blessed to have JESUS on this journey with us, 
along with HIS MOTHER, the saints and the seven 
sacraments. 

Advice for engaged couples? Pray together always. 
Listen to each other and forgive. Life is hard. GOD is 
GOOD ALL THE TIME.

Thomas & Rita Pomykalski

Bill & Madeline Prescott 
# of Children: 5 # of Grandchildren: 8 

How did you meet? We met at a wedding. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Commitment to faith, family and 
country. 

What challenges did you face? There were a lot of 
good things and a few challenging things, but good 
communication helped us through the difficult 
times. 

How did you overcome them? Communication and 
patience are the biggest helps. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having someone you can depend on all the time, 
enjoy life with and grow old together. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Faith has 



Rudy & carol Ringelstetter 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 4 

How did you meet? 
High school. 

When you were 
engaged, what did you 
love most about each 
other? Don’t remember! 

What challenges did 
you face? Living away 
from parents. 

How did you overcome them? Faith. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having a mate who cares. 

How has faith helped your marriage? We have 
been married 67 years with faith. 

Advice for engaged couples? Don’t marry too 
young.

Ray & Barb Ripp 
# of Children: 2 # of Grandchildren: 3 

nicholas & Janet Rick 
# of Children: 5 # of Grandchildren: 11 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 1 

How did you meet? Nick 
was on leave from Army 
and I knew his sister Mary 
through another friend. 
Mary told Nick she had a 
date for him (me). He finished his military and was 
home a month and I broke up with him. I took 3 
years to change my mind! 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? The fact that he loved and 
respected me. That she was independent. 

What challenges did you face? Sharing the 
same ideas, the same parenting technique and 
communication. 

How did you overcome them? Praying together and 
realizing who was better at what job. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
That through struggles we still held on to our base of 
true love. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Sharing 
God’s gifts and united in knowing we were following 
His will. 

Advice for engaged couples? People change the 
love they have for each other but God’s love never 
changes.

Faith is growing in GOD. When we do HIS WILL, we know we are 

moving in the right direction. When we don’t do HIS WILL, we are 

blessed to have reconciliation.

-Earl & Rose Rettunmund



What challenges did you face? Our children were 
born close together and our income was not like 
today. Not being able to afford your own home right 
away. 

How did you overcome them? We worked together 
and prayed together, never missing Mass on 
Sundays. Work your problems out. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? To 
have such a good partner and friend. We have always 
loved each other but as one gets older, you love them 
and appreciate them still more. 

How has faith helped your marriage? One always 
turns to God everyday and thanks Him for your 
wonderful family and each other. We do have a 
wonderful family and thankful for all. 

Advice for engaged couples? Talk your problems 
out with each other. Never go to bed mad at each 
other and don’t forget to kiss each other before you 
go to bed. Give each other a hug every so often. 
Here we are 60 plus years together. Going together 
almost 5 years and now being married 60 years. We 
ask ourselves where did the time go? Nothing is all 
roses. When you get married, one has to get used to 
each other and through the years, having a family, 
making ends meet, attending all family events, your 
first home, and then buying a farm. Not retired 
and so busy, sharing your lives with your children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. Old friends 
and still making new ones. We managed to live 
through the virus just barely. Many prayers and I 
survived. I think as we get older, we appreciate each 
other even more and love grows stronger. There is 
always a lot of ups and downs through the years but 

on has to turn to God for a little 
help too. Religion is a big help in 
our life. Never forget to hug your 
mate often and always kiss them 
good night.

clifford & Rochelle Roberts 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 6 

How did you meet? 
Through my wife’s 
brother. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Being together. We liked a lot of 
the same things, like being on the water. 

What challenges did you face? Communication 
and money. 

How did you overcome them? Asking God to guide 
us in the right direction. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Children and enjoying being together. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Trusting in 
God for guidance. 

Advice for engaged couples? Make sure you have 
God in your marriage.

Jake & Jeannie Rockweiler 
# of Children: 5 # of Grandchildren: 16 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 8 

How did you 
meet? We were 
neighbors and 
his sisters and 
me were good 
friends. 

When you 
were engaged, 

what did you love most about each other? 
We loved spending time with each other. 



Dale & shirley Runde 
# of Children: 6 # of Grandchildren: 11 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 5 

How did you meet? We 
met through a letter. We were both going to be in 
the same wedding party. We corresponded for five 
months before we met each other. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We were always able to get along 
and loved being together. 

What challenges did you face? Being able to agree 
on problems that came up during our marriage. 

How did you overcome them? Always being able to 
talk things out and never go to bed without saying, “I 
love you.” We’ve done this for 60 years! 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Being partners, raising a family together and 
bringing them up in the Catholic faith. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Pray 
together. We have worked together in our parish 
since we were married. 

Advice for engaged couples? Talk to each other. 
Always try to work things out together and always 
say, “I love you” at the end of the day!

William & catherine schneider 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 5 

How did you meet? Brides brother was a friend of 
the groom. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We were both attracted to each 
of us being genuine. 

What challenges did you face? Learning the art of 

vulnerability and intimacy. 

How did you overcome them? Open and honest 
communication which involves active listening and 
admitting mistakes. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Your buddy is close to you! 

How has faith helped your marriage? The symbol 
on our wedding invitation was of a cross with two 
rings intertwined in the cross. Our marriage has 
always had God in it’s center and that has made all 
the difference. 

Advice for engaged couples? Don’t worry to much 
about the wedding. The important part is every day 
after that.

Richard & Marilyn schroeder 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 6 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 2 

How did you meet? On a blind date. 

When you were engaged, what did you love 
most about each other? Shared mutual interests. 
Moral standards are important. Kindness fun loving 
positive attitudes. We had nothing as far as worldly 
goods but looked forward to the future. 

What challenges did you face? Most challenging 
was balancing our faith, family and our farm 
operation. 

How did you overcome them? Our relationship 
with our husband and wife as a team. We had good 
communication as a family. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Our wonderful family of three children, joy in our 6 



grandsons and 2 great granddaughters. 

How has faith helped your marriage? We put 
God’s faith in our marriage during good and bad 
troubling times. 

Advice for engaged couples? You can’t have 
everything at once. Work together to achieve your 
dreams. Patience is a virtue. Stay focused and look 
for the small signs to be happy with each other. 
Marriage isn’t all about me, it’s about us. Happy wife, 
happy life!!

Robert & Maureen schweder 
How did you meet? At work. 

James & Patricia scwartz 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 8 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 6 

How did you meet? At a New Years Eve party. I was 
dating his friend. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? He was kind. Did not drink. 
Was done with college and military. Treated me 
like a queen. She was very pleasant and friendly in 
addition to being very attractive. Nicely dressed. She 
enjoyed doing the same things that I did. 

What challenges did you face? Dealing with 
parents who had problems. I am always on time. Jim 
is always late. 

How did you overcome them? Jim was very 
accepting of my having to care for my parents who 
had alcohol and drug issues. Even when I had to 
bring them to our house to live at times. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having the love and support of each other in good 

times and bad. 

How has faith helped your marriage? God is 
always the best listener in times of trouble. 

Advice for engaged couples? Work through the bad 
times. Don’t give up too easily. Date long enough to 
know each other well.

David & Lynne speigle 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 6 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 1 

What’s most rewarding about being married? All 
our children are married. We retired in 2003 after 
43 years with same company. Retired in Muscoda, a 
great part of South West WI. 

John & Helen stanek 
# of Children: 8 # of Grandchildren: 16 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 10 

You can’t have everything at 
once. Work together to achieve 

your dreams. Patience is a 
virtue. Stay focused and look for 
the small signs to be happy with 

each other. Marriage isn’t all 
about me, it’s about us. Happy 

wife, happy life!!

-Richard & Marilyn Schroeder



Donald & eva strohmenger 
# of Children: 6 # of Grandchildren: 17 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 1 

How did you meet? At 
a dance. 

When you were engaged, what 
did you love most about each other? Eva: The 
respect Don showed me. Don: Eva was Catholic too. 

Advice for engaged couples? Respect each other.

terry & Pamela strom 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 7 

How did 
you meet? 
High school 
sweethearts. 

When you were 
engaged, what 
did you love 

most about each other? I loved his sense of humor 
and intelligence. 

What challenges did you face? The wait to adopt 
our son after the loss of three premature births. Was 
worth the wait, followed by birth of our daughter! 

How did you overcome them? Lots of prayers. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Supporting each other. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Helped us 
through the hard times and good times. God has 
been so good. Always our strength. 

Advice for engaged couples? Spoil each other.

Vernon & carol suchomel 
# of Children: 8 # of Grandchildren: 25 # of 
Great-Grandchildren: 28 

How did you meet? In high school. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Thoughtfulness. 

What challenges did you face? Having our large 
family. 

How did you overcome them? They all grew up and 
are lots of help to us. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Having our wonderful family near us. 

How has faith helped your marriage? We pray the 
rosary everyday. 

Advice for engaged couples? Be thoughtful of each 
other.

Ralph & Mary sugden 
# of Children: 4 # of Grandchildren: 6 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 7 

Phillip & Judith Vaughn 
# of Children: 4 # of Grandchildren: 8 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 9 

How did you meet? High School. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Spending time together. 

What challenges did you face? Raising 4 girls. 

How did you overcome them? Making decisions 
together. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Raising family and having grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. 



How has faith helped your marriage? Being married 
at St. Patrick’s and continuing to be members of St. 
Patrick’s today. 

Advice for engaged couples? Making decisions 
together and giving your marriage time to work 
together.

John & Margaret Walz 
# of Children: 9 # of Grandchildren: 58 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 15 

How did you meet? 
Set up by good friends. 

When you were 
engaged, what did you 
love most about each 
other? The ability to talk for hours as friends about life 
and future. 

What challenges did you face? Me, the wife 
and mother having to raise children and run the 
household on my own while my husband was 
attending school and becoming a surgeon. As a 
surgeon in a small town hospital, my husband was 
always on call and in demand, often not attending or 
being late for special occasions. Delayed vacations and 
holidays. 

How did you overcome them? The absolute resolve 
to keep our family together and stable. Our strong 
Catholic Faith. Our motto: the family that prays 
together stays together. Supper eaten together no 
matter what time of night, nightly rosary, and Mass 
together on Sunday. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? Our 
joy in having a large wonderful family. Our children 
raising their families to be good Catholic Christians. 
Now after retirement the joy of companionship. 

How has faith helped your marriage? We would 
have been divorced years ago. 

Advice for engaged couples? Pray together, go to 
church together on Sunday, not Saturday night, and 
eat supper as a family every night.

Joseph & Lucille Wankerl 
# of Children: 6 # of Grandchildren: 6 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 6 

How did you meet? 
Lifetime acquaintance. 
Our farm homes were 
two miles apart. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? January, 1952. Our moral values 
were equal. 

What challenges did you face? Establishing a 
survivable niche in society. 

How did you overcome them? Helping people in 
need. Doing things no one else wanted to do. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Teamwork. 

How has faith helped your marriage? Morality in 
all things as taught in St. Luke Catholic School in 
Plain. 

Advice for engaged couples? Define your spiritual 
and financial values before you sign a contract for 
life.

Consejo:  Tener comprensión, 

comunicación, y respeto mutuo, y 

trabajar en conjunto para lograr 

metas juntos.

-Homero & Gaudalupe



David & Debbie Winkers 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 8 # of Great-
Grandchildren: 2 

How 
did you meet? 
In high school 
- High school 
sweethearts. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We enjoyed each other’s company, 
families, and we respected each other. 

What challenges did you face? Adjusting to each 
other’s living styles and habits. No one is perfect, 
everyone makes mistakes. Being able to forgive when 
mistakes happen. 

How did you overcome them? Our love for each 
other, our faith, continuing to trust each other. 
Remembering our wedding vows. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? 
Seeing what we started with and where we are 
today. Watching our children grow into great adults, 
spoiling grandchildren. Our love has grown stronger 
throughout the years through the good times and bad 
times. 

How has faith helped your marriage? A good 
reminder of when things are rough, don’t give up. God 
has a plan for each of us and stick together through 
good times and bad times. 

Advice for engaged couples? Don’t give up right away 
as you need to work on a marriage every day. There 
will be times where you will need to agree with your 
spouse when you may not be 100% on board. Marriage 
is a give and take adventure. Always end each day on a 
good note, don’t go to bed angry, Life is short and live 
it to the fullest. Marriage is a 2 way path and there will 

be triumphs and defeats which you need to celebrate 
and accept.

LaVern & Mary Wipperfurth 
# of Children: 4 # of Grandchildren: 9 

How did you meet? At a wedding dance. 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? Being together. Planning our life 
together. 

What challenges did you face? Raising our family 
of 4 children. 

How did you overcome them? Love and patience. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? Our 
children and grandchildren. 

How has faith helped your marriage? It helped us 
get through the difficult times in our marriage. 

Advice for engaged couples? Marriage is a life time 
commitment. Love and be patient with each other.

Don’t give up right away as you 

need to work on a marriage every 

day. - David & Debbie Winkers



ed & anne Zydowski 
# of Children: 3 # of Grandchildren: 7 

How did you 
meet? We met at 
our sophomore 
year at Tremper 
High School 

in Kenosha, WI. I will always remember being at 
Ed’s 16th birthday party! We went to Proms and 
Homecomings together. We loved dancing together 
too! 

When you were engaged, what did you love most 
about each other? We always had fun just being 
together. I loved the respect Ed had for me and my 
family. Friends, sports, parties, and numerous outdoor 
activities were always fun! 

What challenges did you face? The most challenging 
time in our marriage was when our parents passed 
away. We were blessed to be at their sides praying. 

How did you overcome them? Faith in God and 
family helped us the most to overcome our challenges 
in life. We were always blessed to have very holy 
priests in our life. We will always be thankful. 

What’s most rewarding about being married? Our 
most rewarding part of being married is to be together 
every day! We treasure our family God gave us. 3 boys: 
Joe, John and Jake. Now we are blessed with daughter-
in-laws and 7 grandchildren! 

How has faith helped your marriage? Our faith 
has always been the center of our marriage! We were 
blessed to have super parent role models. Going to 
Mass on Sunday was always a big part of our week! 

Advice for engaged couples? Our motto is: Pray, 
drink wine and have fun together. Always keep God #1 
in your life! And…always say your Hail Mary’s!

Homero sanchez santos & 
guadalupe Hernandez salazar
# of Children: 3 

Consejo Tener 
comprensión, 
comunicación, y 
respeto mutuo, y 
trabajar en conjunto 
para lograr metas 
juntos.

Advice Have 
understanding, 
communication, and 
mutual respect and 
work together to 
achieve goals together.

José Raúl Ruiz ibarra & Karla 
Patricia cárdenas Méndez
# of Children: 4

Consejo Tener a Dios como el centro de nuestra relación 
y una comunicación abierta, sincera y profunda.

Advice Having God as the center of our relationship and 
having open, sincere, and deep communication.



W o R D s  o f  e n c o u R a g e M e n t

 

Each of you is precious to God 
and each other. Don’t forget that 
the Blessed Mother Mary and 
St. Joseph will be there for you.

- Jerry & Connie McCabe

Cada uno de ustedes es precioso 
para Dios y para los demás. No 
olviden que la Santísima Madre 
María y San José estarán ahí 

para ustedes.
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