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Policy Concerning Personnel of the Diocese of Madison, Its Affiliates, 
 Its Parishes, and Its Schools 

 
2. Individual Catholics are members of Christ’s mystical body, the Church, and our Catholic 

institutions are intentional communities made of up of individual people, who carry on the 
Church’s evangelistic and redemptive mission. Each person is called to play a crucial and 
unique role in helping the Church make the living Christ present in the world. Indeed, all 
persons are called to live holy lives that reflect and share God’s love with everyone they 
encounter.2 It is therefore necessary that the individuals associated with Catholic institutions 
support, profess, and model the Church’s teachings. 
 

All clergy and employees of all public ecclesiastical entities within the Diocese of Madison 
that are fully and immediately subject to the canonical governance of the diocesan bishop 
(including the diocese itself, the parishes of the diocese, and all affiliated organizations, 
departments, apostolates, schools, and subdivisions thereof), shall conduct and present 
themselves in accord with all of the Catholic Church’s integrated teachings on human 
anthropology, sexuality, chastity, and marriage as authentically taught and authoritatively 
interpreted by the Bishop of Madison, especially since such roles, by their very nature, 
necessarily involve supporting, professing, and modeling the Church’s teachings. In 
particular: 
 

2.1. They shall conduct and present themselves in accord with their God-given biological 
sex. 

2.2. If unmarried, they shall not cohabit with any romantic partner. 
2.3. If married, they shall not enter into any extra-marital cohabitation with a romantic 

partner. 
2.4. If civilly divorced or separated, they shall not enter into nor remain in any new sexual 

relationship or cohabitation except within a new marriage entered into according to 
the laws of the Church following the Church’s determination that they are free to 
marry, e.g., due to the death of their first spouse or a declaration of nullity of their 
previous union(s). 

2.5. They shall not enter into or engage in any same-sex romantic partnerships. 
2.6. They shall not teach, advocate, model, support or in any way encourage beliefs and 

behaviors that are contrary to the integrated teachings of the Catholic Church 
regarding faith and morals, especially in matters of human anthropology, sexuality, 
chastity, and marriage. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
2 Lumen Gentium (1964). 

https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html
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