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PARISH STAFF NOTICE PARISH STAFF 

THE MISSION OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH
is to invite and lead all people to know and love Jesus Christ and to live their 

Catholic faith through word, sacrament, community, evangelization and service. 

Regular 
Office Hours

Monday - Friday
8:30am - 4pm 

Website
ourladyoflourdescc.org

Adoration Chapel
oll.weadorehim.com 

OLL Flocknote 

ollraleigh.flocknote.com P M 
Active members of our parish are identified by 

their generosity of time, talent and treasure. 

Pastoral Council
Chair: Kelli Cross 

(919) 357-2079 

Barbara McMorran 
Jason Lemansky 
Kenya Reynard 
Rachel Vann 
Beth Murphy 
Chris Fleming 
Jason Pedone 
Darren Sessler 
Terry Bogan 

Finance Council
Chair: Jeff Yardley 
(919) 219-0752 

Ellen Crowley 
Kate Duncan 
Tom Dunham 
Jason Sandner 
Curt Williams 

School Advisory
Chair: Reed Murphy  

(919) 624-0298    

  Dcn. Byron Champagne 
Austin Faur 

Cara Fothergill 
Cathy Gephart 
Anne Holder 

Jannine LeBlanc 
Chris Morse 

Player Murray 
Graham Witherspoon 

S , D  30 9:00am - Celebrated by Bishop Shlesinger 
   5:00pm - Pro Populo 

S ,  D  31 9:00am - 

(Español) 

M , J  1   S   M , M   G  
10:00am - † Greg Hobbs  

   7:00pm - Pro Populo

T , J  2 8:30am - Maureen McGowan  
    & Nathan Kimbell 

W , J  3 9:00am -  Mass of Thanksgiving
    & Christine Martin 

T , J  4 8:30am - Julia DeWitt 
(Español) 6:30pm -  Pro Populo 

F , J  5 
F  F   8

S , J  6 
F  S   5:00pm - Eileen McSoley  
    & Henry McSoley

S ,  J  7 9:00am - 

(Español) 

Rev. Patrick A. Keane, Pastor 
(919) 861-4604 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth Oguzie, C.S.Sp. 
Parochial Vicar 

(919) 861-4608 

Jannine LeBlanc, Principal 
(919) 861-4623, jleblanc@olls.org

Deacon Byron Champagne 
Adult Faith Formation/Stewardship & Engagement Coordinator

(919) 861-4614, bchampagne@ourladyoflourdescc.org 

Deacon Brad Magill 
Business & Facilities Manager 

(919) 861-4607, bmagill@ourladyoflourdescc.org

Deacon Myles Charlesworth 
mcharlesworth@ourladyoflourdescc.org

Deacon Tom Mack 
tmack@ourladyoflourdescc.org

Maria House, Receptionist 
(919) 861-4600, mhouse@ourladyoflourdescc.org

Melody Gerald, Receptionist 
(919) 861-4600, mgerald@ourladyoflourdescc.org 

Joshua Gusman, Director of Liturgy & Music 
(919) 861-4611, jgusman@ourladyoflourdescc.org 

Austin Faur, Director of Youth Apostolate 
(919) 861-4600, afaur@ourladyoflourdescc.org

Candace Sperati, Children’s Faith Formation 
(919) 861-4634, csperati@ourladyoflourdescc.org

Linda Champagne 
Marriage Preparation & Wedding Coordinator

(919) 861-4600, marriages@ourladyoflourdescc.org 

Robin Biggie, Maintenance 
(919) 861-4606, rbiggie@ourladyoflourdescc.org

Bulletin Editor 
bulletin@ourladyoflourdescc.org

OLL Invitations Editor 
invitations@ourladyoflourdescc.org 







Pro-Life Corner
Whether it lasts for a brief moment or for 
a hundred years, each of our lives is a good 

and perfect gift. At every stage and in 
every circumstance, we are held in 

existence by God’s love. … God invites us 
to embrace the lives we have been given, 

for as long as they are given. 
Every life is worth living. 

Congratulations to 
Reymundo Velazquez, 
winner of the nativity set raffle held on 

December 17th

Thank you to everyone  
who participated by buying tickets. 
A total of $2,610 was raised for the 

School Expansion Fund! Project Rachel Post Abortion Healing 
Retreat January 5-7, 2024 

If you desire healing from a past abortion, you 
are invited to experience the love of Jesus 

Christ at a Project Rachel weekend retreat in 
the Raleigh area.  The weekend retreat is 

strictly confidential, for both women and 
men and includes discussions, spiritual 

exercises, the sacrament of reconciliation, a 
Memorial Service, and a Mass of the 

Resurrection.  Participation offers a beautiful 
opportunity to experience God’s love, 

forgiveness, and compassion.  For more 
information or to register for the retreat: 

project.rachel@raldioc.org - (919) 852-1021.  
http://rachelnc.org 

Cost is $200 for lodging, meals, and all retreat 
materials. Discount of $50 for early 

registration.  If there is a financial burden, 
assistance is available.  
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Pilgrimages with Fr. Pat Keane 
https://www.206tours.com/cms/frkeane/ 

Greece and Malta - $5,644
May 17 - 28, 2024
Thessaloniki · Phillippi · Kavala · Meteora · Kalambaka · Delphi 
· Corinth · Athens

The important role that Greece has played in history is widely 
known; philosophy, the arts, medicine, democracy. But there is also 
a great page in the history of early Christianity and the ministry of 
the Apostle Paul! This amazing man, moved by the Holy Spirit 
preached the good news to Jews and Gentiles. Traveling along the 
major trade routes of the Roman empire and visiting large thriving 
communities of Asia Minor and Greece, his mission was 
accomplished; Christianity became the biggest religion in the 
world. Take part in an inspiring journey to the actual places where 
the Apostle Paul lived and preached God’s word. Travel down 
timeless roads; take time to pray and rejoice at ancient biblical 
sites; visit thousand-year-old churches and temples; and encounter 
a unique spiritual experience embellished by guides, lectures and 
printed material that will help you to better understand the  
Apostle Paul and his work. 

†Round-trip airfare from desired airport 

†Airport taxes & fuel surcharges 

†Hotel accommodations  
in double occupancy 

†Whisper headsets 

†Breakfast & dinner daily 

†Wine with dinners 

†Transfers as per itinerary 

†Daily Mass 

†Confession and spiritual guidance 

†Sightseeing and admissions fees as 
per itinerary 

†Assistance of local guide 
throughout 

†Luggage handling 

†Transportation 

…and more; see individual trip listings 
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The Sacrament of Christ’s Incarnation 

AVirgin conceived, bore a son, and yet remained a virgin. This is no common  
occurrence, but a sign; no reason here, but God’s power, for he is the cause, and not 
nature. It is a special event, not shared by others; it is divine, not human. Christ’s 

birth was not necessity, but an expression of omnipotence, a sacrament of piety for the 
redemption of men. He who made man without generation from pure clay made man again 
and was born from a pure body. The hand that assumed clay to make our flesh deigned to 
assume a body for your salvation. That the Creator is in his creature and God is in the flesh 
brings dignity to man without dishonor to him who made him.  

Why then, man, are you so worthless in your own eyes and yet so precious to God? 
 Why render yourself such dishonor when you are honored by him?  
 Why do you ask how you were created and do not seek to know why you were made? 

Was not this entire visible universe made for your dwelling? It was for you that the light 
dispelled the overshadowing gloom; for your sake was the night  regulated and the day 
measured, and for you were the heavens embellished with  varying brilliance of the sun, the 
moon and the stars. The earth was adorned with flowers, groves and fruit; and the constant 
marvelous variety of lovely living things was created in the air, the fıelds, and the seas for 
you, lest sad solitude destroy the joy of God’s new creation.  
 And the Creator still works to devise things that can add to your glory. He has made 
you in his image that you might in your person make the invisible Creator present on earth; 
he has made you his legate, so that the vast empire of the world might have the Lord’s 
representative. Then in his mercy God assumed what he made in you; he wanted now to be 
truly manifest in man, just as he had wished to be revealed in man as in an image. Now he 
would be in reality what he had submitted to be in symbol.  
 And so Christ is born, that by his birth he might restore our nature. He became a child, 
was fed, and grew that he might inaugurate 
the one perfect age to remain for ever as he 
created it. He supports man that man might 
no longer fall. And the creature he had 
formed of earth he now makes heavenly; and 
what he had endowed with a human soul he 
now vivifıes to become a heavenly spirit. In 
this way he fully raised man to God, and left 
in him neither sin, nor death, nor travail, nor 
pain, nor anything earthly, with the grace of 
our Lord Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns 
with the Father in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever, for all the ages of 
eternity. Amen.  

Written by St. Peter Chrysologus, 406-450 AD



The Holy Family: Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

The devotion to the Holy Family was born in Bethlehem, together with the Baby Jesus. 
The shepherds went to adore the Child and, at the same time, they gave honor to His 
family. Later, in a similar way, the three wise men came from the East to adore and 

give honor to the newborn King with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh that would be 
safeguarded by His family. We can go further to affırm that in a certain sense Christ, Himself, 
was the fırst devotee of His family. He showed His devotion to His mother and foster father by 
submitting Himself, with infınite humility, to the duty of fılial obedience towards them. This is 
what St Bernard of Clairvaux said in this regard, ‘God, to whom angels submit themselves and who 
principalities and powers obey, was subject to Mary; and not only to Mary but Joseph also for Mary’s 
sake [….]. God obeyed a human creature; this is humility without precedent. A human creature 
commands God; it is sublime beyond measure.’ (First Homily on the ‘Missus Est’). 
 Today’s celebration demonstrates Christ’s humility and obedience with respect to the 
fourth commandment, whilst also highlighting the loving care that His parents exercised in His 
keeping. The servant of God, Pope John Paul II, in 1989, entitled his Apostolic Exhortation, 
‘Redemptoris Custos’ (Guardian of the Redeemer) which was dedicated to the person and the 
mission of Saint Joseph in the life of Christ and of the Church. After exactly a century, he 
resumed the teaching of Pope Leo XIII, for who Saint Joseph ‘.. shines among all mankind by the 
most august dignity, since by divine will, he was the guardian of the Son of God and reputed as His 
father among men’ (Encyclical Quamquam Pluries [1889] n. 3). Pope Leo XIII continued, ‘.. 
Joseph became the guardian, the administrator, and the legal defender of the divine house whose chief 
he was.[…] It is, then, natural and worthy that as the Blessed Joseph ministered to all the needs of the 
family at Nazareth and girt it about with his protection, he should now cover with the cloak of his 
heavenly patronage and defend the Church of Jesus Christ.’ Not many years before, blessed Pope 
Pius IX had proclaimed Saint Joseph, ‘Patron of the Catholic Church’ (1870)  
 Almost intuitively, one can recognize that the mysterious, exemplary, guardianship 
enacted by Joseph was conducted fırstly, in a yet more intimate way, by Mary. Consequently, 
the liturgical feast of the Holy Family speaks to us of the fond and loving care that we must 
render to the Body of Christ. We can understand this in a mystical sense, as guardians of the 
Church, and also in the Eucharistic sense. Mary and Joseph took great care of Jesus’ physical 
body. Following their example, we can and must take great care of His Mystical Body, the 
Church, and the Eucharist which He has entrusted to us. If Mary was, in some way, ‘the fırst 
tabernacle in history’ (John Paul II Ecclesia de Eucharistia, n. 55) then we the Tabernacle in 
which Our Lord chose to reside in person, in His Real Presence, was also entrusted to us. We can 
learn from Mary and Joseph! What would they ever have overlooked in the care of Jesus’ 
physical body? Is there something, therefore, that we can withhold for the right and adoring 
care of His Eucharistic Body? No amount of attention, no sane act of love and adoring respect 
will ever be too much! On the contrary, our adoration and respect will always be inferior to the 
great gift that comes to us in the Holy Eucharist.  
 Looking at the Holy Family, we see the love, the protection, and the diligent care that 
they gave to the Redeemer. We can not fail to feel uneasiness, perhaps a shameful thought, for 
the times in which we have not rendered the appropriate care and attention to the Blessed 
Eucharist. We can only ask for forgiveness and do penance for all the sacrilegious acts and the 
lack of respect that are committed in front of the Blessed Eucharist. We can only ask the Lord, 
through the intersession of the Holy Family of Nazareth, for a greater love for their Son 
Incarnate, who has decided to remain here on earth with us every day until the end of time.

                   From the Congregation for the Clergy 





Veni, Creator Spiritus 

O
ne of the most widely used hymns in the Church, Veni, Creator Spiritus, is attributed to 
Rabanus Maurus (776-856). It is used at Vespers, Pentecost, Dedication of a Church, 
Confırmation, and Holy Orders and whenever the Holy Spirit is solemnly invoked. A 

partial indulgence is granted to the faithful who recite it.

This hymn is included here because a plenary indulgence is granted if it is recited 
or sung on January 1st.


