
FROM THE HEART OF THE PASTOR 

`````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
Dear Parish Family,  
 

This weekend, we light the first purple candle and begin the 
Season of Advent.  Advent is a time of preparation and  
renewal — of new beginnings: 
 

ADVENT BEGINS 
Here’s some spiritual food for thought as we begin this holy 
season: 
 

 A Time of Preparation  
 How is the LORD inviting you and your family to pre-

pare for the joy of Christmas?  In the season of Advent, 
the Church switches to purple vestments — a sign of 
penance and longing.  In the medieval church, Advent 
was called “Winter’s Lent.”  What small sacrifices and 
spiritual practices could the Lord be calling you to 
adopt in these weeks of “waiting for the LORD?” 

  
 A Time of Renewal 
 How is the LORD inviting you to begin anew in the  
 Advent season?  In your prayer life,  in your presence at 

daily Mass,  in the confessional,  or in your relation-
ships — how is God inviting you to “make a new start?”   

 Our Faith is founded on new beginnings, just look at all 
of Sacred Scripture — it’s filled with conversions and 
fresh starts.  In line with the spirit of the Advent season,  
our own church parish will celebrate a few “new begin-
nings.”   

 
NEW ALTAR FRONTAL IN CHURCH 

Thanks to the generosity of an anonymous donor, a new 
purple altar frontal has been commissioned for the main 
altar in church.  This frontal was first used at the All Souls 
Mass on November 2nd,  and will be used throughout Advent. 
 
Altar frontals are a tradition of the Church that goes back to 
the middle ages.  They are always made in the color of the 
liturgical season and cover the front of the altar.  It is some-
times called the altar’s “clothing” — and it has a deep sym-
bolic value: The Church teaches that the altar represents 
Christ.  While the linen cloths placed on the altar represent 
our Lord’s burial shroud — the ornate, colored fabric of the 
frontal recalls his royalty and divinity.  

 
It is for a similar reason that,  according to the ancient tradi-
tion of the church,  the tabernacle is veiled in the color of the 
liturgical season.  The tabernacle veil is a symbol of  Christ’s 
Divinity, which is always present in the tabernacle — much 
like how the veil of the ancient temple in Jerusalem demarked 
the Holy of Holies where the Lord dwelled.  
 

In Christ, 
Fr. Istre 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday, November 28, 12:10 p.m. 

Fr. Joseph Le Danh Tuong 
 

Tuesday, November 29, 12:10 p.m.    
No intention requested 

 

Wednesday, November 30,  12:10 p.m. 
Craig Sehon, Clarence Hebert, Sr., Clarence Hebert, Jr. 

 

Thursday, December 1 

No Mass 
 

Friday, December 2,  12:10 p.m. 

AML 
 

Saturday, December 3 

        8:00 a.m.    No intention requested 

4:00 p.m.   M/M Herman Pellerin, Sr. fly. (L&D),  

  M/M E.J. Lemoine fly. (L&D), Miles Liner fly. (L&D), 

August Arnould, Sr., Bobby Naquin, Tommy Naquin,  

Leroy & Mercedes Naquin, Anatole & Marcelite Naquin 
 

     Sunday, December 4 

   7:00 a.m.   Kenneth Garber, Sr., Joseph Trahan,   

Chaille & Ray Rasberry, Calvin LeLeux fly. (L&D),  

Willie & Emily Smith fly. (L&D) 

            10:00 a.m.   For St. Stephen Parishioners,  

Lee Nini, Jr. fly. (L&D), Don Lasseigne, Brenda White, 

Geraldine Barbier, Bethany Loupe, In Thanksgiving 

6:30 p.m.   Allie & Ashton Adams, Griffin Dozar, 

Molly Dozar 

`````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING  
 

Offertory Collection:              $4,868.00 
Campaign for Human Development   $283.00 
Early Learning Center Donations        $340.00 
 
 

GRANDPARENTS 
DAY AT EARLY  

LEARNING CENTER 
 

Last week,  our Early 
Learning Center  

celebrated  
Grandparents Day.   

 

We began with 
Mass followed by 
classroom visits, 

games, and lunch.  
We welcomed 

over 100 grand-
parents  

and family!   
(see photos) 

 
 

 

FIRST SATURDAY MASS  
CONTINUES IN DECEMBER 

 
The First Saturday Mass (in honor of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary) will continue on Saturday, December 3rd at 8am.  
Come and  pray with us at this Holy Mass in honor of our 
Blessed Mother!  
 
 

NEW DAILY MASS SCHEDULE CONTINUES 
 
Our new 12:10 daily Mass continues, and it has been a 
great success.  So far, we have had around 35 people      
attending Holy Mass each day.   What a blessing for our 
parish!  If you have never attended daily Mass before, 
consider joining us just one or two days a week.   Attend-
ing daily Mass is a powerful way to sanctify your day!  
 
 

 

NEW MISSALETTES IN PEWS THIS WEEKEND 
 

This weekend,  you will notice new pew missalettes in 
church.  As I shared last weekend,  I’m happy to intro-
duce The Ignatius Pew Missal.   
 

Why a new missalette? 
I chose the Ignatius Pew Missal for a few reasons:   
First, it is beautifully designed by Ignatius Press and laid 
out with large print for ease of reading.  It includes all of 
the Sunday readings, the entire Order of the Mass, daily 
mass antiphons for every day of the year, and important 
prayers. 
 
Second, the Ignatius Pew Missal is printed in a single 
book that lasts the entire liturgical year.   Our current 
missalette is printed in five volumes per year.  These are 
then shipped to us throughout the year at our cost.  Be-
cause the Ignatius Pew Missal is only shipped once a 
year, this move represents a significant financial savings 
to the parish.   
 
Finally, I consulted a number of Catholic music direc-
tors, and the Ignatius Pew Missal came highly recom-
mended. It  includes almost 300 Catholic sacred hymns.  

 
 
 
 

 
LOOKING AHEAD: 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
 

We’ve already begun planning for the Christmas season 
— If you would like to make a donation towards the cost 
of our Christmas décor at St. Stephen in memory of a 
loved one,  please call Lisa at the parish office at 385-
1280. 

 
NEW PARISH ADVISORY/FINANCE COUNCIL 

MEETS FOR FIRST TIME 
 

From Fr. Istre: I’m grateful to our newly-formed  
Pastoral Advisory/Finance Council for a very productive 
meeting this month.  Our new council members are 
Rodney Grow (trustee),  John Tholen (trustee),  Janea 
Giroir (council president), Prissy Davis (secretary), 
Linda Thomas,  Tim Gray,  and Bobby Marcell.   

 

DATE / TIME READERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION ROSARY 

December 3,   4:00 p.m. Janea Giroir Brian Giroir Shelly Adams 

December 4,   7:00 a.m. 
                          10:00 a.m. 
                           6:30 p.m.  

Peggy Acosta 
Laura Dozar 
Anne Theriot 

 
Briant Dozar 
Brian Dozar 

 

AROUND THE PARISH 


