
FROM THE HEART OF THE PASTOR 
 

`````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
Dear Family,  

 

The first St. Stephen Church was built in 1898 — which 
makes this our 125th year of living the Catholic Faith as 
a church family.   Our current church, dedicated in 1954,  
represents a continuation of that legacy of faith in Ber-
wick.  Perhaps you or your relatives remember watching 
our church go up — and now, many of you have watched 
as our church has begun to need serious repairs.  There-
fore, on this First Sunday of Lent, and in our 125th year, I 
am proud to announce a new campaign at St. Stephen:  

 

 

We, the St. Stephen Parish Family, owe a debt of grati-
tude to the men and women who helped to make our 
parish what it is today.  With the “Restoring St. 
Stephen” Campaign, we intend to honor this legacy of 
faith by undertaking urgently needed repairs to the 
House of God.   
 
In the coming weeks, I will be coming to you with a 
more formal appeal, ways to give to this new fundrais-
ing campaign, and more information about the work to 
be done (including renderings of the project).   Until 
that time, we will begin taking up a second collection 
once a month for the RESTORING ST. STEPHEN FUND 
— formerly called the building fund.  I’m very grateful 
to the many parishioners who — already sensing the 
pressing need for repairs — have donated towards 
this effort.   

 
Here is some important information about our campaign: 

 

Why launch this campaign now? 
Between Masses on Ash Wednesday,  I welcomed Josh  
Hoffpauir, our architect, and Ben Mann,  the Diocesan Direc-
tor of Building (see photo on facing page). After seven 
months of behind the scenes work  (here at St. Stephen’s and 
at the Diocese) we finally signed a contract with our archi-
tect to move forward with work on our church!   After delays 
with the diocese, I waited to begin this campaign until I was 
sure that the contract was signed and the project was able to 
go forward. 
 

How is the Parish Council involved? 
In November, our newly-formed parish council was able to 
meet with Josh Hoffpauir and Ben Mann to hear about the 
scope of this upcoming and urgently–needed project.  The 
parish council and the diocese offered unanimous recom-
mendation to move forward with the project under the di-
rection of Josh Hoffpauir.  The parish council will be meeting 
again in the coming weeks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday, February 27, 12:10 p.m. 

Lee Joseph Guarisco 

 

Tuesday, February 28, 12:10 p.m.    
Fr. Peter Martin Galvin, OP 

 

Friday, March 3,  12:10 p.m. 

Souls in purgatory, AML, Ronald & Beverly Breaux 

 

Saturday, March 4 

          8:00 a.m.   No intention requested 

4:00 p.m.  M/M Herman Pellerin, Sr. fly. (L&D),  

  M/M E.J. Lemoine fly. (L&D), Miles Liner fly. (L&D),  

John Tholen, Louis Boudreaux, Michael R. Adams, 

Shirley Savoie, John Czajka, Dana Robin,  

Elaine Grant, Bobby Naquin, Tommy Naquin,  

Leroy & Mercedes Naquin, Earline Manfre, Marcelite & Anatole 

Naquin, Lester Beadle  

  

     Sunday, March 5 

       7:00 a.m.   Calvin LeLeux fly. (L&D), Chaille & Ray Ras-

berry, Kenneth Garber, Sr., Grant & Alaina Adams Dozar 

       10:00 a.m.   For St. Stephen Parishioners,  

Lee Nini, Jr. fly. (L&D), Brenda White,  

Don Lasseigne, Earline & Mario Manfre fly. (L&D) 
 

                              6:30 p.m.  Carolyn & Ernest Parro, John Czajka 

 
      SACRIFICIAL GIVING  

     

     Offertory Collection               $4,950.00 
     Building/ 
       Preserving St. Stephen Fund      $5,000.00      
     Total Giving:                                        $9,950.00 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE / TIME READERS EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF COMMUNION ROSARY 

March 4,    4:00 p.m. Lisa Russo Kathy LaBouve Kathy LaBouve 

March 5,   7:00 a.m. 
                     10:00 a.m. 
                       6:30 p.m. 

Christine Henry 
Martha Boudreaux 

Anne Theriot 

 
Debra Parker 
Brian Theriot 

 

Why is this project needed now? 
Following the extensive work done by Fabian Patin and 
consultants he brought on,  it was determined that a ma-
jor repair/restoration work was needed.  The most 
pressing issue is termite damage.  Thanks to  J&J Exter-
minating, there are NO live termites on our property.  
However, the damage from the termite infestation is ex-
tensive.  You can easily see the damage the termites have 
done to the beam near the St. Therese alcove.  But, this is 
only the damage that we can easily see — above the ceil-
ing plaster on the south side of church, there is termite 
damage to the joists and decking underneath the stand-
ing-seam roof.  We do not know the full extent of termite 
damage to the woodwork above the plaster.  It is for that 
reason that, most likely, the current roof must be re-
moved, wood inspected and repaired, and a new stand-
ing-seam roof installed.  The roof line will also be ex-
tended to cover the lean-to sections on either side of the 
sacristies (which are prone to leaking).  The project will 
address the moisture issue on the ceiling of the sanctu-
ary — believed to be caused by poor ventilation.  It will 
also address drainage around the church.  
 

What is the projected cost? 
The projected cost of this repair work is $500,000.  How-
ever, that price may increase depending on the  severity 
of the termite damage discovered. 
 

Why a new architect? 
When I arrived at St. Stephen Church in July 2022,  I was 
introduced to Fabian Patin, an architect in Lafayette.  Fa-
bian,  though officially retired,  offered to help Msgr. 
Courville diagnose issues in the structure of our church.  
However, Mr. Patin was always clear that he would not 
be the architect to actually lead the project forward.  He 
offered (as his generous gift to the parish) what he called 
“forensic work,” detailing what needed to be addressed.  
In August, I met with Fabian, and he recommended we 
find a new architect to move forward with the project.  
 

Introducing Josh Hoffpauir of Hoffpauir Studios 
I chose Josh Hoffpauir, an architect from Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana.  His firm, Hoffpauir Studios, has worked on 
churches around the state of Louisiana — notably St. Mi-
chael’s in Crowley and Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in St. 
Francisville.  His firm currently has over 20 churches 
that they are working on in the Lafayette, Baton Rouge, 
and Lake Charles Dioceses.   He comes highly recom-
mended by priests in our own diocese. 

 

What about the restoration of the interior (paint, 
lighting, sound system, removing sanctuary carpet)? 
At this time, we are entering into PHASE I of our cam-
paign, which will address the “envelope” of the church 
building — making sure the structure is repaired prop-
erly.  We must complete this phase — insuring that our 
structure is sound — before we can move forward with 
PHASE II, where we will be able to address restoration of 
the interior of the church.   
 

 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 

     Offertory Collection               $4,950.00 
     Building/ 
       Restoring St. Stephen Fund      $5,000.00      
     Total Giving:                                        $9,950.00 


