
Dear Sacred Heart Parishioners, 

        For the past several days and for the next day or two, I, like many of 

you, (especially the young and the young at heart) have been tracking that 

weather system that is not much right now but can become a real 

“Nor’easter”  by the time it reaches New Jersey.  I follow the forecasters as 

they analyze temperatures, wind chills, high and low pressure patterns, 

and, of course, many computer models.  The prediction?  There is going to 

be some snow, sometime soon, somewhere near.  Who has the correct 

calculation? The most accurate prediction?  Who is the most reliable 

authority?  If we are bewildered about who is the “Weather Authority” 

imagine the people in the time of Jesus confused about who is the Authority 

regarding healing, forgiveness, justice or salvation.  The peoples’ choice?  

Jesus of Nazareth.  How could they not be amazed when even the unclean 

spirit proclaimed Him to be the “Holy One of God.” 

        We do not need sophisticated computer models or complicated gadgets 

to know that because Jesus loves us He has authority to heal and forgive, to 

liberate and raise up.  Let us take some time this week (maybe as we are 

watching the snow fall) to observe the map made within our hearts and 

behold the Spirit sent by Jesus coming directly to us. The Holy Spirit will 

not miss us or pass us by.  He will not grow weaker before He comes upon 

us.  His power will truly amaze us but not confuse or frighten us. His 

authority will banish evil from our midst and replace it with the holiness 

that only the Holy One of God can provide.  Let us pray: 

 

“As one having authority, O God your Holy One comes to teach in this 

assembly and to set our spirits free.                                                                             

Release our hearts from all that binds us, that with single-hearted resolve 

and unhindered devotion, the work of your kingdom may claim all our 

energy and zeal.” 

 

I predict an abundant accumulation of God’s amazing grace! 

Father John 

         


