
Dear Sacred Heart Parishioners, 

        In past years, as we would begin the Season of Ordinary Time, I would 

hear more than one person say, with a sigh of relief, “Thank goodness for 

good, old Ordinary Time!”  I have to admit that in this First Week of 

Ordinary Time I have been looking around for something, anything 

“ordinary.”  Without success.  I guess we could say, sadly, that isolation, 

pandemic, masks, social distancing, impatience, anger and hardship have 

all become ordinary by now.  Do we really want to believe that? 

          Today’s Gospel reminds us how “out of the ordinary” this time and 

season can be.  John the Baptist informs his own disciples that the Lamb of 

God is in their midst.  They leave John and begin to follow Jesus.  They 

speak to Jesus, asking where his is staying.  He tells them to “Come and you 

will see.”  They stay with him.  Andrew goes to his brother Simon and 

invites him to “come and see” the Messiah.  Jesus looks at him, knowingly 

and lovingly, and gives him a new name (Peter) and a new life 

(Discipleship).  I think it is true to say that all of these extraordinary 

moments have happened to us in our ordinary lives.  Someone - a parent, 

grandparent, teacher, catechist, minister, friend, or total stranger shows us 

Jesus.  We wish to follow him.  We long to stay with him.  We bring others 

to meet him.  At that moment we step out of our ordinary lives and into the 

extraordinary life of the Kingdom. 

        If we have been waiting, patiently or impatiently, for “ordinary time” to 

begin may we be humble and happy enough to admit that it is not going to 

happen if we spend our time with Jesus, the Lamb of God, the Messiah.  

How wonderful that we have found him, that we follow him, that we will 

stay with him, today and tomorrow and forever.  Where?  “Come, and you 

will see.”     Our praise-filled psalm:                                                                                                  

“I have waited, waited for the Lord,                                                                                            

and he stooped toward me and heard my cry.                                                                  

And he put a new song into my mouth, a hymn to our God.” 

 

May He bless us all in extraordinary ways, 

Father John 


