
Dear Sacred Heart Parishioners, 

        Whether it was Elementary School, High School, College or Graduate 

School, I always looked forward to the first day with a little anxiety.  It 

wasn’t because I didn’t like School.  I loved getting ready, paging through 

new books, getting excited about learning new things, and challenged by 

new projects.  I always felt that by the end of the year I would grow in 

knowledge, understanding and, hopefully, wisdom.  I would see so much 

more than I could see today.  What made the first day so difficult was a 

little routine named the “Roll-Call.”  It always happened alphabetically.  

When the teacher got to the “C’s”, I would start to get tense.  When the 

teacher started to pause, stammer, and look confused or perplexed, I knew 

they were trying to figure out how to pronounce my last name.  I felt: You 

don’t know my name and you don’t know me. After the first week or so, 

however, they would get it right. They knew my name and they knew me. 

        Bartimaeus, in today’s Gospel, on hearing that Jesus was passing by 

called to Jesus, the Son of David over and over again until he heard the 

words he longed so much to hear: “Jesus is calling you.” Studies show that 

even before we are born we hear and recognize our mother’s voice. That we 

can distinguish her voice from other voices.  After we are born, it is her 

voice that we know above others as she enters the room, calling us by name 

and coming close to hold us, feed us, and soothe us.  Moreover, it is in the 

womb that we, in some way, begin to understand what our mother is 

communicating and we begin to learn language from her.  How wonderfully 

amazing! Do we hear Jesus calling us?  Do we recognize His voice above all 

others in our darkness, our loneliness, our need?  Do we believe that he will 

pronounce our name perfectly, see our heart completely, recognize our faith 

totally and that He will hold us tenderly and eternally as he carries us forth 

into our new life? Do we have faith that He can teach us His language of 

Love that we can bring to others who are calling out to Him? 

“I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light;                                                 

Look unto me, thy morn shall rise, and all thy day be bright.” 

 

This week, let us truly listen.  Jesus is calling us. 

Father John 


