
Dear Members of Sacred Heart, 

        One of the most moving moments and heartfelt memories of my 

Ordination so long ago was laying down on the sanctuary floor of St. Mary’s 

Cathedral in Trenton, eyes closed, face down as the Litany of the Saints was 

being chanted.  Beginning with the Blessed Trinity and our Blessed Mother, 

followed by Archangels and Angels, Apostles and Evangelists, Martyrs and 

Church Fathers, Saints of all backgrounds, ages, personalities and qualities 

are named and honored.  Men and women who heard the call of the Lord, 

followed Him in holiness and humility are beseeched to “Pray for us.”  In 

that very sacred place and very special time I felt their presence, so near 

and comforting, reassuring and encouraging.  I truly believed that, with 

their example and assistance, I could make my journey of faith in this life in 

communion with them.  This Litany, in an abbreviated form is said at every 

Infant Baptism and in a very beautiful format is sung here at Sacred Heart 

at every Easter Vigil for the catechumens and candidates as they are fully 

initiated into the Church.  

         In today’s Gospel when the scribe responds to Jesus that love of God 

and love of neighbor are truly the greatest of all the commandments, Jesus 

approving his answer and his understanding says to him:  “You are not far 

from the kingdom of God.”  At some point in their life, all of the Saints of 

God heard these words from the Lord and with hope and joy continued 

their path nearer and nearer to the Kingdom of God until at last they 

entered it to be received by Jesus and welcomed by all the Holy Ones who 

dwell there forever.  This week as we honor the Saints we also remember 

the Souls of the faithful departed, including our deceased loved ones who 

assure us by their example which we gratefully remember that we are not 

far from the Kingdom of God.  After a life time of seeking to love God with 

all our heart and our neighbor as our self, not always perfectly but sincerely 

and persistently, let us believe we will take our place with those we have 

asked to “Pray for us.” 

“O blest communion, fellowship divine!  We feebly struggle, they in glory 

shine; Yet all are one within in your great design.  Alleluia, alleluia! 

A blessed November, 

Father John 


