
 

Dear Members of Sacred Heart Parish, 

        Although it may seem so, it wasn’t that long ago that due to Covid no 

one could take a seat in Church.  Then, the Church was open for private 

prayer for only a few.  At last, it was open for daily and Sunday Mass but 

only every other pew was available for seating.  I remember parishioners 

telling me the sorrow and grief and loss they felt about not being able to 

take their place in Church to pray, to worship, to be with Jesus.  At the 

same time, family members could not go to visit and take their place at the 

table to enjoy a meal with loved ones.  When our usual place is deprived of 

us, we discover we are not that picky about where we are seated as long as it                                                                                                                                    

close enough to be with family and friends (even remotely) and to be with 

the Lord (even in solitude).  I can picture Jesus gathered with His disciples 

making sure that all of them would be close enough to know how special 

and cherished they all were. 

        My place at the family table growing up was all the way down at the 

end, the farthest away from my father who sat at the head.  It was simply 

because I was left-handed and I could enjoy my meal without poking 

anyone with my elbow. I never felt left out or separated.  At every Mass, 

daily and Sunday, I see so many individuals and families seated at their 

usual place in Church.  When I don’t see them there, I wonder if they are 

away.  I hope they are well. The young families who gather in the quiet 

(crying) room feel welcome.  Those who stand in the back of the Church can 

pray and sing and worship just as beautifully as those who might be closer 

to the front.  Jesus makes sure He is near to everyone in the kind greeting, 

the shared prayer, the exchange of peace, the simple act of humble service 

that is experienced in so many ways here at Sacred Heart.  We don’t have to 

ask Him to save us the best seat in the Church. He will assure us that the 

best place is right next to each of us, where we will always find Him.  There 

is no room for pride or privilege to find a place in our hearts as long as they 

are filled with the humble, holy love that makes its home there because that 

is where He has chosen to dwell. 

“Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  All are welcome in this place.” 

Father John 


