
Dear Members of Sacred Heart Church, 

        What a beautiful beginning to the wonderful month of October!          

Not only are these days truly invigorating but the Feast Days most 

inspiring. We begin with the Feast of St. Therese of the Child Jesus, the 

“Little Flower”.  After struggling for so long to discern her vocation, she 

realized after reflecting on St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians that her 

calling was, quite simply, love.  She proclaims joyfully:  “In the heart of the 

Church, my mother, I will be love, and thus I will be all things, as my desire 

finds its direction.”  On October 2, we honor the Holy Guardian Angels.  

After Jesus reminds His disciples that we must turn and humble ourselves 

like little children in order to be called great in the Heavenly Kingdom, He 

assures us that our Guardian Angels who watch over us each day also 

eternally behold the face of our Heavenly Father.  October 4 calls us to 

honor St. Francis of Assisi (a particular favorite of my cat, Noah). We give 

thanks for his passion for poverty, simplicity, and humility, his love of 

creation and all of God’s creatures, his desire to be an instrument of God’s 

peace bringing love, pardon, faith, hope, light, joy to all as the beautiful 

song reminds us. With October 7, we pause to ponder and gives thanks for 

Our Lady of the Rosary.  Through our Blessed Mother, the Word that from 

the beginning was with God and was God has now become the Word made 

Flesh and God-with-us (Emmanuel).  October is not only the month of the 

Holy Rosary but also Respect Life Month, and to hear the call to cherish life 

in all its stages.  What a beautiful gift it is to take the time to pray the 

Rosary to honor and reflect upon the life of Jesus in all its stages together 

with Mary.  These Saints invite us to be humble and holy, childlike and 

trusting, just like them.  They promise to intercede for us, mysteriously and 

lovingly, through all the joys and sorrows, illuminations and glories of our 

life on earth and to look forward to being with them forever in the Kingdom 

our Father has prepared for all His beloved children.  Let us follow their 

“little way” as we echo the words of St. Francis: 

“Praise and bless my Lord, and give thanks, and serve him with great 

humility.” 

         

Peace, 

Father John 


