
Dear Parishioners of Sacred Heart, 

        As you know, the Second Joyful Mystery, between the Annunciation and 

the Nativity, is the Visitation.  From the very first Christmas to the one we 

are about to celebrate soon, journeys and visits are a very important part of 

the wonderful event of the Birth of the Messiah.  Last Christmas, journeys 

and visits were dangerous and difficult, if not impossible.  This year, again, 

such possibilities seem to cause anxiety and worry.  How many of us received 

calls and texts from friends and loved ones asking about the Covid conditions 

where we are.  Is the Variant spiking?  Are there any restrictions?  Should we 

cancel our plans or postpone our visit until things get better?  H0w long 

before things get better?   

        The Angel Gabriel visits Mary, a journey from Heaven to Nazareth.  Mary 

visits her relative Elizabeth in a town of Judah. Joseph and Mary, with child, 

journey to Bethlehem and are visited by Shepherds and Angels and the Magi.  

We sing:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel.  We sing “Maranatha”.  We sing:  Let 

the King of Glory Come.  Hopefully, there will come a time this week when 

the work is finished, the preparations are finalized, the stress is over.  Can we 

find some time to simply sit and wait, to ponder and pray, to remember and 

give thanks?  Another year of missing loved ones.  Another Christmas 

worried about Covid.  Perhaps, we all have some friend or loved one who is 

not making a journey to visit us this Christmas. Yet, right where we are we 

can journey to Bethlehem.  Right where we are, the Savior is coming to visit 

us.  We can still share tidings of comfort and joy across the miles.  We can 

still hear Gloria’s sounding across the heavens and into our hearts.  We can 

still find our place with the Holy Family in the manger of our love and theirs.  

We ask ourselves when will this troubling nighttime end. But, Christmas is 

coming and Christ is born for us.  His night is silent and holy, calm and 

bright. He comes to us.  He waits for us so that we too can sleep in heavenly 

peace. 

“Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing.                                            

Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the new-born King.” 

 

Have a blessed week, 

Father John 


