
Dear Members of Sacred Heart, 

        Today’s Gospel shows us a day, (and a night and a day), in the life of 

Jesus – from the synagogue to the house of Simon and Andrew.  Rest   

time? No, healing Simon’s mother-in-law.  Quiet evening?  No, the whole 

town gathers outside of the house in need of healing and help.  Plans to take 

the next day off? No, prayer time interrupted, being pursued and found.  He 

goes to the neighboring towns because, “Everyone is looking for you.”  His 

time is spent with people, towns and villages full of them and prayer time 

with his Father so that, renewed and refreshed, he can go forth and fulfill 

the purpose for which he has come. For what purpose are we here?  Will we 

leave this holy place of worship to bring healing and peace to the homes of 

our family and friends?  Will we leave the comfort of our homes to go out to 

our community to assist and comfort the poor, the needy, and the troubled? 

Will we leave the quiet places of prayer and contemplation to enter the lives 

of people who are searching and longing for what truly matters and who 

can truly provide it?  Everyone is looking for Jesus and we know exactly 

where he is: in our prayers and our peace, in our hearts and our homes.  

This week, we do not need to bring entire towns of people to gather outside 

the door of Jesus” love.  We do not need to bring Jesus to neighborhoods, 

nearby villages and to everyone who is looking for him.  But we can help at 

least one person who will find Jesus by looking for us and following us into 

the welcoming home of His presence.  We can offer a quiet prayer of thanks 

that we know the way, that we know the place, and that we know the Lord, 

when the one person we have brought to Jesus cries out: 

Precious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, let me stand;                                                    

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;                                                                               

Through the storm, through the night, Lead me on to the light:                                

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 

And the Lord, taking both of our hands, says, “You, you are the purpose for 

which I have come.” 

 

May His peace finds its way to your hearts and homes this week,                        

Father John 

 


