
Dear Sacred Heart Parishioners, 

         With Ash Wednesday this week, the Holy Season of Lent begins and 

yet, it seems that the “Covid Lent” that began last year at this time never 

really ended.  Without the celebration of Easter, it made its way through 

Spring, Summer, Fall and now the middle of Winter.  As Church and 

Chapel, School and Parish House shut down, I would look out of my 

window upon an empty, deserted campus and wondered how long we 

would journey through this wasteland.  Then I happily learned that the 

leadership and staff of our School and Religious Education Program were 

already adjusting, planning and organizing so that our children would 

continue to be educated and catechized, preparing for the Sacraments and 

gathered at home for prayer and Mass.  I would see a cart placed at the curb 

for food drop-offs for our St. Vincent de Paul Center so that they could 

continue to minster to those in need.  I watched as cars would pull up and 

face a locked Church and knew that they were there to say their prayers and 

pray the Rosary. Generous contributions never stopped coming for the 

support of our Parish. Faithful parish ministers and members of the Parish 

Staff worked safely and carefully to see to the day-to-day task of 

maintaining the life of the Parish in all of its important aspects and, with 

great dedication, made sure that we were all connected and cared for.  And 

so, the Spirit of Easter did find its way to Sacred Heart and I would often 

find myself responding with a heartfelt “Alleluia” 

        The people of Israel wandered through the desert for 40 years. Jesus 

spent a time of temptation and testing in the desert for forty days.  Our 

“Covid Lent” will end its first year as we begin our own 40 day journey into 

the desert to pray and fast and share with Jesus. My sincere thanks to all of 

you for sustaining and supporting me as together we make our way to Holy 

Week, Easter and our own Resurrection in this Life-giving Parish.  

“Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, you just; Exult, all you upright of heart.” 

A blessed Lent,                                                                                                 

Father John 

 

 

 


