
Dear Members of Sacred Heart Parish, 

        It was so nice to see so much green this past week, even though most of 

it was clothing and decorations for St. Patrick’s Feast day.  It did brighten 

the dull and drab world that surrounds us. It did not, however, prevent the 

sad tragedy of more death and violence making the news and causing loved 

ones to grieve and all of us to wonder and question:  “What is going on?”   

Much closer to home, in our parish, it seems, each week the news is shared, 

respectfully and reverently, of hardship and difficulty, of illness and death. 

We turn to one another in friendship and to the Lord in faith and find that 

the gentle miracle of comfort is given to us to share.  The Gospel relates the 

words of Jesus that match, so well, our feelings so often:  “I am troubled 

now.  Yet what should I say?  Here is what Jesus says:  “And when I am 

lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.”    Do we see the 

impossibly strong arms of the Lord, even though nailed to the cross 

reaching out to us?  Do we feel Him lifting us up, holding us close to His 

open, pierced Heart?  Just as the grain of wheat is planted in the earth to 

die and be raised up to live, to grow and bear much fruit.  Just as God 

plants His law in the hearts of His people so that it may come to life as the 

love which binds Him to His people in a sacred Covenant.  So, we allow 

ourselves to be enfolded in His Sacred Heart, where selfishness and sin will 

die and we will be reborn into His life.  To all those we know who are 

troubled now, let us see with the eyes of faith, the Passion that is giving 

birth to the Resurrection, the Easter Sunday that is being born from their 

Good Friday.  Jesus is drawing all of us to Himself not to meaningless 

suffering, nor to death that brings an end to everything but to a glorious life 

by which all that truly matters is born again to be held in God’s loving arms 

without end.  Gerald Vann writes: 

“But once again we are made aware of the greatness of events as 

expressions of God’s love, once we see and live their sacramental value, 

then we are liberated into a greater life; the winds of eternity blow about us, 

and the infinite skies are our home, and we too walk the eternal hills.” 

A blessed first full week of Spring! 

Father John 


