
Dear Faithful Parishioners of Sacred Heart, 

        “One who has surrendered to it knows that the way ends on the Cross – 

even when it is leading through the jubilation of Gennesaret or the 

triumphal entry to Jerusalem.”       (Dag Hammarskjold) 

        In January, when the directives for Holy Week were sent out, I read 

them immediately so that planning and preparation for this most solemn 

time could begin.  We have accepted the omission of so much in our Mass 

this past year, and yet, I tried to envision our Palm Sunday Mass without 

the Opening Rite when the palms, held by the people are blessed and then 

the procession begins with all singing “All Glory, Laud and Honor.  But, 

then, I went back to the guidelines from last Palm Sunday, and I 

remembered that not only were there no palms to be blessed, but no 

congregation to hold them high, giving glory to the Lord in song.  The 

liturgies of Holy Week will be missing some of our most beautiful 

traditions.  How moving it is for me to kneel down to wash the feet of our 

catechumens and candidates and, at the conclusion of our Holy Thursday 

Mass, to kneel down to worship the Blessed Sacrament after our solemn 

procession through the Church.  The Veneration of the Holy Cross, as it is 

commemorated here at Sacred Heart, is one of the most profound 

experiences of Good Friday.  To begin our Easter Vigil in the chilly darkness 

outside starting our Passover journey in candlelight, hearing again our 

story of salvation will likewise be missed.  However, this year, we will be 

celebrating here with parish members and, remotely, with family members, 

welcoming our newly-initiated members to the Supper of the Lord.  Our 

singing will be sparse and simple but jubilant and heartfelt, nevertheless.  

Jesus will remind us this Palm Sunday to prayerfully pay attention to what 

is most simple and most sacred this Holy Week: Bread that is broken, a 

Cross that is carried, a Tomb that is empty, a people giving thanks.                                                             

“O Jesus we adore thee, upon the cross our King!                                                        

We humbly bow before thee, and of thy victory sing!                                                   

Thy cross is our salvation, Our hope from day to day,                                                           

Our peace and consolation when life shall fade away.” 

Many blessings to you this Holy Week,                                                       

Father John 

         



 


