
Dear Parishioners of Sacred Heart, 

        In the beautiful, heartfelt words of Saint John Paul II: 

“Thank you, women who are mothers!  You have sheltered human beings 

within yourselves in a unique experience of joy and travail.  This experience 

makes you become God’s own smile upon the newborn child, the one who 

guides your child’s first steps, who helps it to grow, and who is the anchor 

as the child makes its way along the journey of life.” 

        It is said that a baby can begin smiling at 6-12 weeks and even earlier if 

they respond to a loved ones smile.  How beautiful it must be for a mother 

to exchange smiles with her baby from the very beginning of their life and 

how profound for Pope John Paul to connect God’s smile with the mother’s 

smile.  Imagine that we can experience God’s care for us, His delight in us, 

and His desire to lift us up and enfold us in His love all in a loving mother’s 

smile.   

        We are truly grateful for our mothers and all mothers as we honor 

them on their special day.  Thank you for all you are and all you do. 

        In our family, Mother’s Day meant going home to a wonderful home-

cooked meal and bringing cards and gifts to our Mother.  She especially 

enjoyed her grandchildren running up to her with a card and a little gift, a 

hug and a kiss.  Mostly, the gifts on that day were an arrangement of 

flowers for the table and, more often than not, flowers and flowering bushes 

to be planted outside.  My Mother would take her time, walking around the 

yard looking for the perfect place to plant her gifts.  After they were planted 

and watered, she would walk around the yard again smiling at us and 

admiring all the beautiful flowers and shrubs growing everywhere.  Of 

course, as she treasured the flowers we planted for her in the yard, she was 

planting her love for us in our hearts.  Beautiful moments and memories of 

her love that continue to grow within us to this very day.                                                    

Thanks for everything, Mom, especially your loving smile and an 

unconditional love that brought us to life.  God bless you. 

May God bless all Mothers today and every day. 

Father John 

 


