
 

Dear Sacred Heart Parishioners, 

        I realize what a sentimentalist I am when I admit that some of the 

happiest moments of my life were spent many years ago sitting on a sofa 

with my very young godson watching “Thomas the Tank Engine”.  Actually. 

It was more enjoyable watching him delight in all of Thomas’s 

misadventures with his best friend Percy, getting in trouble with bigger, 

faster pompous trains like Gordon, getting scared whenever Thomas got 

scared, and feeling relieved and reassured whenever Sir Topham Hatt 

appeared on the scene to restore order to the chaos and mayhem usually 

caused by Thomas and his friends. He would then sing at the top of his 

voice and usually quite off-key, with front teeth missing the Thomas theme-

song and looking at me proudly and proclaiming: “He’s the one!”  As every 

Thomas aficionado knows, Thomas the Tank Engine wanted only one thing:  

“To be a really useful engine.”  He didn’t usually succeed, but then he would 

smile, roll those big round eyes of his, toot some smoke through his 

smokestack and try again, and again, and again. 

        On this Pentecost Sunday, we remind ourselves that all we really want 

is to be a really useful Disciple.  How do we know if we are succeeding?  

Easy.  We follow Jesus.  When the people ran out of wine at Cana, He did 

the really useful thing.  He took water and made some more.  When they 

only had five loaves and two fish to feed thousands. He did the really useful 

thing and multiplied them.   When they hungered for the Bread of Life, He 

became it.  When they needed healing, forgiveness, compassion, peace, He 

did the useful thing and gave it to them.  When they needed perfect love 

and eternal life, He did the most useful thing he could.  He died for them 

and rose.  When they needed to know he would never leave, that he would 

always be there, keeping them together and leading them to heaven He sent 

them the Holy Spirit to teach them, and us, how to be “really useful 

Disciples”. To try again, and again, and again. 

 

“Pleasing to him be my theme; I will be glad in the Lord.” 

Father John 

 


