
Dear Members of Sacred Heart Parish, 

        It isn’t just because we are in the midst of the hot, humid days of 

August and it isn’t just because I love Christmas, but, right now, I am 

thinking of the Magi.  They left their former lives behind, followed that 

bright star on a long, difficult journey to worship the new-born King and to 

bring Him their gifts.  The Gospel does not say how long they spent in the 

presence of the Son of God and the Mother of God.  It seems like, perhaps, a 

few hours at the most?  I can’t imagine them, after all that they endured 

and experienced, returning to their former way of life.  In today’s Gospel, 

some of the disciples who heard Jesus proclaim that He was the Bread of 

Life that all must eat so that they would not die but would live forever, 

stopped believing and returned to their former way of life.  They put their 

faith in Him, followed Him, witnessed His miracles and were blessed with 

His love.  For months, probably years, these disciples were able to truly: 

“Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.” But, because they could no longer 

accept His words, they would no longer accompany Him on His journey.   

        Can we even imagine a “former way of life” without the Lord, His Word 

and His Eucharist?  It appears, sadly, that our Covid journey will continue 

for some time into the future but, our journey of faith will continue into 

forever.  It is not a matter of where we will go but, as Peter said, “Master, to 

whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.”  I wonder, how 

often did the Magi look back at the brief time they spent with the “Holy One 

of God” with gratitude and joy?  How often did those former disciples look 

back at the amazing time they spent with the Son of God with sadness and 

regret?  Let us continue to accompany our Master and Lord who will 

sustain us all through these times.  Let us not go back.  Let us not lose our 

way. Let us not abandon hope. 

“When the just cry out, the Lord hears them,                                                                           

and from all their distress he rescues them.                                                                                  

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted;                                                                                                 

and those who are crushed in spirit he saves.” 

 

The Lord has the words of everlasting life.  Alleluia. 

Father John 


