
Dear Members of Sacred Heart Parish, 

        “Eavesdropping” has been defined as:  “to listen secretly to the private 

conversation of other people.”  Do we ever eavesdrop?  Hmmm.  What 

about overhearing conversations of the children in the back of the car on 

the way to school or the game?  Do we ever catch a snippet of a 

conversation between strangers sitting at the next table at a restaurant?  

Are we ever curious about a discussion between some parishioners in the 

pew in front of or behind us?  How often do we walk into a room at home 

where other family members are engaged in intense conversation but when 

they see us, suddenly, there is total silence and the hope that we didn’t hear 

what they were saying about us?  

         The Gospel tells that not only could Jesus hear conversations that were 

about Him but He could also know what others were thinking about Him.  

So, when He asked His disciples what they were arguing about on the way, 

he already knew: “Who was the greatest?”  Did He respond by telling them 

that HE was the greatest and they should never forget it?  Did He 

reprimand or intimidate them?  No.  He sat down, placing Himself at a 

lower level than them but at the right level to call to Himself and embrace a 

child.  To receive a little child, we must lower ourselves.  To receive Jesus, 

we must humble ourselves.  What a difference between the argument the 

disciples were having about their greatness and the conversation Jesus and 

the child might have been having about their humbleness.  Which 

conversation would we rather eavesdrop into? Let us just lower ourselves in 

childlike trust and sit down close enough to Jesus for him to embrace us 

and speak to us.  No need to eavesdrop if we are near enough to the Lord 

for His Heart to speak to ours.   From our Second Reading: 

“Beloved:  Where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and 

every foul practice.  But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, without 

inconstancy and insincerity.” 

I want to walk as a child of the light.  I want to follow Jesus. 

 

May He humbly lead us through a peaceable week. 

Father John 


