
Dear Members of Sacred Heart Parish, 

        This Sunday, as we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, the 

Christmas Season comes to an end and Ordinary Time begins.  It invites us 

to recall our own Baptism when we celebrated our re-birth and the 

beginning of the extraordinary time that is given to us as God’s beloved 

sons and daughters.  Many of us who were baptized as infants do not 

remember that wonderful occasion in our lives but we never forget the 

amazing love we experience from parents, godparents, grandparents, family 

and friends that sustains us as members of a caring family and as 

companions in a caring community.  All because of Jesus, The Father’s 

Beloved Son and Mary’s beloved Infant, the Baby born, the Savior baptized. 

Edith Stein explains the connection: 

“The Christian mysteries are an indivisible whole.  If we become immersed 

in one, we are led to all the others.  Thus the way from Bethlehem leads 

inevitably to Golgotha, from the crib to the cross.  When the blessed virgin 

brought the child to the temple, Simeon prophesied that her soul would be 

pierced by a sword, that the child was set for the fall and resurrection of 

many, for a sign that would be contradicted.  His prophecy announced the 

passion, the fight between light and darkness that already showed itself 

before the crib.”  

As our birth in this world leads us from life to death, our baptism in the 

Lord leads us from death to resurrection.  The Spirit of the Lord has come 

upon us.  The voice of the Father calls us “Beloved.” With Jesus, we descend 

into the Jordan and, with Him, ascend to the Kingdom of Heaven. 

“River of glory, springs of our birth,                                                                                   

Flood of God’s riches poured on the earth.                                                                           

We are born from the darkness and clothed in the light!                                                                 

We are bathed in the glory of God!” 

 

May this Ordinary Time be extraordinary! 

Father John 


