
Dear Members of Sacred Heart Parish, 

        I guess one of the first questions asked when a baby is born after “Boy 

or Girl? (Unless that has been “revealed”) is: “Who do they look like?” or 

“Who do they take after?”  Not an easy question to answer because, it 

seems, for the first few months the baby may resemble the father for a time, 

the mother for a time, a little of both for a time.  Eventually, the baby just 

starts to resemble who they are.  When we state that we are children of our 

Heavenly Father, is it fair for others to ask: “But how do you resemble 

Jesus?  How do you reveal that you take after Him?” How do you look like 

God? 

        In today’s Gospel, Jesus shows us how to look like a child of the Most 

High.  Throughout the Gospel, He reveals how perfectly he resembles His 

Father:  “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 

who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.”  “Stop judging, stop 

condemning, forgive, give.”  Are any of these easy?  Certainly not, but if we 

don’t try how will others see Jesus in us and follow Jesus to the Father and 

come to know we are all His children? 

        How do we measure?  We have rulers in our desk drawer, tape 

measures in our tool box and a variety of spoons, cups, pitchers and bowls 

in our kitchen to make sure we measure accurately and honestly.  How do 

we measure mercy, kindness, goodness, love?  Perhaps, we bring it to the 

Lord and see how closely it “measures up” to Him.  Should we be frightened 

to get that close?  It is the only way to see how Jesus measures by asking 

Him humbly to measure us.  The Psalm for today reassures us: 

“He pardons all your iniquities, heals all your ills.                                                              

He redeems your life from destruction,                                                                      

crowns you with kindness and compassion.” 

        One of the first liturgical songs I learned on guitar in the Seminary is 

still being sung.  “And they’ll know we are Christians . . .” You know how it 

goes.  So does the Lord whenever we “take after” Him. 

 

God’s love be with you. 

Father John 


