
Dear Members of Sacred Heart Parish, 

        The blessings of this week: Beautiful weather, daffodils emerging from 

the thawing ground, house finches fluttering and nesting, youngsters 

“shooting hoops” on the neighborhood streets, Easter candy on sale at the 

drugstores and Spring officially begins Sunday, March 20, 11:33pm.   

        Yet, on the other side of the world, winter will not let go and war will 

not give up; the destruction of schools, kindergartens, hospitals, apartment 

buildings, neighborhoods and towns.  The suffering of millions of 

Ukrainians that we see every day and the courage, the faith and 

determination that they continue to show to the world.  What can we do?  

We continue to respond in so many ways that will do so much good and 

bring so much help but I continue to reflect on the words of Jesus in John 

17 as he looks forward to His own suffering and death and what that 

experience will do to His disciples:  “I pray for them.  I do not ask that you 

take them out of the world but that you keep them from the evil one.  

Consecrate them in the truth.”   

        On Friday, March 25th, Pope Francis together with the bishops and the 

Church throughout the world will consecrate Russia and Ukraine to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary.  Jesus calls us to pray, to believe in the power 

of prayer, and to trust in the protection of our Blessed Mother.  Like the fig 

tree in today’s Gospel that was given one more opportunity to live, to grow 

and to bear fruit, let us pray for all of those people in the most troubled 

part of our world who yearn to live and grow in peace and freedom.  May 

they find, through our prayers, the glorious love of God awakening and 

coming forth from their sorrowful hearts, so wounded by winter and war 

and reaching outward and upward to a new springtime, consecrated in the 

Truth that will set them free. 

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary protect 

us and care for us. 

Father John 


