
Dear Parishioners of Sacred Heart, 

        Happy Laetare Sunday!  Virgil Michel writes: “A Christian Lent can 

never be entirely sad.  With the fourth Sunday the pent up spiritual joy in 

the true member of Christ bursts forth in anticipation of the Easter joy to 

come.  ‘Rejoice, O Jerusalem, and come together all you that love her; 

rejoice with joy, you that have been in sorrow’ (introit). “ 

        In the midst of so much sorrow in our world these days, this is where I 

found cause to rejoice:  Late Thursday morning, I was in the Church 

preparing it for Confirmation to be celebrated later that day with Bishop 

O’Connell.  I looked out the front doors of the Church and saw a light gray 

pigeon not strutting around but resting calmly on the top step, silent and 

serene. After I was finished, I walked out of the doors.  The pigeon was 

gone but over in front of the auditorium doors was a turkey gobbling 

loudly and walking boldly. I thought that although the Holy Spirit would 

descend later on our Confirmandi, these two winged creatures of God 

reminded me that the Spirit would give to our young people in this 

wonderful sacrament the gift of peace, the ability to remain calm and 

prayerful, quietly reflecting and rejoicing in the presence of God. At the 

same time, the Holy Spirit would bestow upon them the gift of courage to 

announce the Good News, to acclaim the mighty works of God, to boldly 

go forth into the world, no matter how troubled, and bring God’s love, no 

matter what the cost.   And so, in these turbulent times, I rejoice in the 

power of the Holy Spirit and the Spirit’s Gifts that our newly confirmed 

have received with gratitude and will reveal in so many remarkable ways 

in the years ahead.   

“O Comforter, to thee we cry, Thou heavenly gift of God most high;                   

Thou font of life and fire of love, And sweet anointing from above.” 

Peace be with you,                                                                                         

Father John 

 

 

 


